
 

 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rooted in God’s Word, we serve in God’s world. 

 

✠ Lectionary 23 Pentecost 15 ✠ 

✠ Service of the Word ✠ 
 

 

September 6, 2026 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Inspired by Christ, we are called to be  

an inclusive community 

of worship, love and service. 
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We thank you for celebrating the love of Christ with us this week, 

and we invite you back again for prayer and worship. 

May God’s grace guide and strengthen you in your daily life. 
 

YOUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
 P: Presider  John Shonk  
 A: Assistant    Sharon Dearing 
 L: Lectors  Kathy Murray, Ruth Rakoff 
 Ushers  Susanne & George Timmerman 
 Minister of Worship & Music Marco Antonio Jimenez            
 Camera/Sound Ricardo Evaro, Judi Roster 
 Altar Guild  Carl Johnson 
 Greeters  Venancia Aranda, Pat Flores 

  
All are welcome at our service, 

including toddlers and squirmy children. 
 

2026 Congregational Council Elected Officers & Members 
Carl Johnson – President   Joe Dearing – Secretary 
Stewardship       Finance 
 

Don Sexauer – Treasurer   Dave Foster – Vice President  
 Building & Grounds    Long-Range Planning  

 

  

Bryan Baker     Pr Catherine Lemons 
Fellowship      Education/Pastoral Care/Worship  

                 
Emilie Dyer     Linda Schwartz    

 Youth      Technology 

   
Pat Flores      
God’s Work Our Hands      
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✠ GATHERING ✠ 
 

PRELUDE  
 
 

All please stand in body or spirit 
 
 

GATHERING SONG           “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!”                    ELW 835 
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Please be seated 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                       “Come, Holy Spirit, Descend”                               ELW 980  

 

 
*Additional verses ad lib: 
Come, Breath of heaven, … 
Come, Fire of judgment, … 
Come to inspire us, … 
Come, Holy Spirit, … 
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All please stand in body or spirit 
 

 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ✠ and of the Holy Spirit 
whose compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
P: Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we 

cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to 
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in 

God’s love. 
C: Amen. 
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LORD HAVE MERCY           S175 
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GLORIA                      S176 
 

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

A: Let us pray.  
C: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your 

perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; 
remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us 
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Please be seated for the Readings. 

✠ Word ✠ 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 

L: A reading from Ezekiel.  
 

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; 
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them 
warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall 
surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from 
their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will 
require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 
ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: 
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste 
away because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them: As I 
live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, 
turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 

 

The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40 
 

L: Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to 
the end. 

C: Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall 
keep it with all my heart. 

 

L: Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire. 
C: Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.  
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L: Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way. 
C: Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who 

fear you. 
 
L: Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are 

good. 
C: Behold, I long for your commandments; by your 

righteousness enliven me.  

 
SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14 
 

L: A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.  
 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall 
not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you 
shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in 
this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the 
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 
now than when we became believers; the night is far gone; the day 
is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling 
and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

 The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

All please stand in body or spirit. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:    “Alleluia”      S179a 

 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 
 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P: [Jesus said to the disciples:] “If your brother or sister sins against 
you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If 
you are listened to, you have regained that one. But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every 
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if 
the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be 
to you as a gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of 
you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you 
by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I am there among them.” 

 

 The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated 



12 

 

 

 

SERMON                                  Carl Johnson 
 

All please stand in body or spirit. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                  “God of the Sparrow”  ELW 740 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our 
prayers, confident that God hears us. 

A brief silence. 

A: Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to 
announce the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in 
unexpected ways. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
A: Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for 

the needs of all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all 
places of transition. Heal communities crying out after disaster. 
Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
A: Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation 

away from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, 
especially the good of all who labor. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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A: Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. 
Restore broken relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and 
the hurts we carry with us. We pray especially for Dale, Dale, 
Freda, Jeff, Jim, Karen, Lee, Linda, Marlene, Mary, Pat, Roger, 
Tim, Vicki, and for those we now name silently or aloud…Hear us, 
O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
A: Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your 

righteousness and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your 
good news known even through our imperfections. Hear us, O 
God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
A: Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you 

thanks for the nearness of your salvation for all who have gone 
before us. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
A: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, 

and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
COMFORTING WORDS 
 

P: Hear the word of God to all who truly listen.  
 

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will 
soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they 
will walk and not be faint. (Isaiah 41:30) 
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PEACE 

 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 
We extend God’s peace to one another.  

and to those worshipping with us on the internet 
 

 

 

✠Offering ✠ 
Trinity Lutheran Church is supported through the generous gifts of time, talent, and treasure of 

our friends and members. Your generous support makes it possible to fulfill our mission and 

ministry. We thank you for your support and partnership in proclaiming the good news. 
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OFFERING SONG:                     “We Are an Offering”                           ELW 692 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

 

A: Let us pray. 
C: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help 

us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all 
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

✠ PRAYERS ✠ 
 

All please stand in body or spirit.  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 
 

P: Let us pray. 
 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all 
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from 
chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 

A:  By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your 
wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert 
journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For 
your Word of life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us 
to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed 
by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O 
God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 
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A: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: 
renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the 
sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near 
to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 
P: Let us pray in the words our Lord taught us.  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

✠ SENDING ✠ 
 

All stand in body or spirit.  
 

BLESSING 
 

 



19 

 

 

 

SENDING SONG:                              “This Is My Father’s World”                                 ELW 824 
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DISMISSAL 

 
A: You are the body of Christ. Go in peace to share the Good News!  
C: Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE 

 
Following the postlude, you are invited to 

coffee and conversation in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 

 

 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Streaming by permission of OneLicense.net #712921https://www.frinnocentabonyi.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/2nd-sunday-of-Easter-Year-C-300x300.jpg 

https://i.pinimg.com/236x/02/52/cb/0252cbdeffdd1097e3254033d9c2bce0.jpg 
https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT-fWrXx8duGIN3ZFH6PVu_sm57PaOY3SgVZw&usqp=CAU https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcS7TJvTsdqCByoEI98H8KEf_C0y_ne89gN3Dg&usqp=CAU 

https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRAZXqx7sYGzi02vjF6mTiPNXm0nNHrzv5Haw&usqp=CAU 
https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTwqtJ6KkrQmTIVJW87HH_X2z-LDe2AoXJBlcRyNKROF__OPjlakine-58ygf9pdsUk8K8&usqp=CAU 

https://i.pinimg.com/236x/e3/a4/07/e3a4074c175af0ef680de0f0cd550955.jpg https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTUvCK4yjrir163fsxbC2-i-3nZnjSZ1gTjbQ&usqp=CAU https://encrypted-
tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSxX_W617WXrl3MJO7ny-N_YTZpPKrBshv5Sw&usqp=CAU 

https://i.pinimg.com/236x/9c/df/f4/9cdff4c1d61b12d04738d8506004c337.jpg 
 

 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 
 
 
Office Hours: 
 
 

Pastor Catherine Lemons  Tues-Thurs 9:30 am – 3:30 pm  
612-708-0183                           revlemons@gmail.com 

  

Secretary Lori Yeager  Tues-Thurs 9:00 am – 3:00pm 
575-523-4232                           office@trinitylutheranlc.org 
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Calendar of Events 
9/8      Pack Food Bags   9:00 AM 
9/9      Bridge     11:00 AM 
9/9      Food Distribution   8:30 AM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Flowers given by the MacPherson 
family in honor of Les & Dawn’s 

birthdays. 

 

 
 

Birthdays 
 

9/9  George Timmerman 
9/9  Judi Roster 
9/11  Rick Dolly 
 

Anniversary 
 

9/6       Chris & Don Sexauer 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

God's Work Our Hands: Second 
Sunday Supper at Camp Hope 

 

We are joining our friends at St. 
Andrew's for Second Sunday Supper 
at Community of Hope. Bring a dish to 

share and have dinner and 
conversation with the guests at the 

Community of Hope. Sign-up sheet in 
Fellowship Hall. 

 

Location and Time:  6:00 pm to  
6:45 pm, September 13th 

Camp Hope, 999 W. Amador Ave. 

 
 

For the month of September, The 
Blessings Pantry will collect cereal. 

 
 

During the month of August, we recycled 
129 pounds of cans and received $98 

for our Cans for Kids project. 
Thanks to everyone, especially Elden. 

George Timmerman 
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Please keep these church 

members in your prayers.  
 

Lee Beatty, Freda Cheek, Jim Cheek, 

Dale & Vicki Dannhaus, Tim 

Dougherty, Linda Eib, Pat Flores, 

Roger Meyer, Marlene Nunez, Linda 

Schwartz, Dale Skattum, Karen Walls, 

Judy Young, and Jeff Zabel 
 

August 2026 
 

Operating Funds         Attendance 
8/2        $2,500.00         57 
8/9   $2,362.00        65 
8/16      $2,284.00         53 
8/23      $2,737.00         75 
8/30      $1,016.00         55 

 

Next Week’s Worship Team  
September 13th  

 

 
Assistant:  Linda Schwartz 
 

Lectors  Judy Dougherty 
  Carl Johnson 
 

Ushers  Ruth Rakoff 
  Richard Rakoff 
 

Altar Guild  Lynn Parker 
   

Sound Tech  Richard Lemons 
  Jeramiah Dyer 
 
Greeters  Venancia Aranda 
  Pat Flores 

 

Readings  Gen 50: 15-21 
  Ps 103:1-13 
  Rom 14:1-12 
  Matt 18:21-35 
 
                       

 

MEMBER FAMILY, FRIENDS & COMMUNITY 
 

Many of our members have friends and family in 
need of prayer as well. 
 

Amanda & Josh Drake (Leonor’s grandson) 
Michael Ford (Wagoners’ friend) 
Gary Garski (Ron’s brother) 
Jackson Family (Dennis Schwartz’s family) 
Barb Liberto (Don Sexauer’s sister) 
Nancy Montoya (Leonor’s sister-in-law) 
Danny Nunez (Marlene’s son) 
Po Pozun (Marlene’s friend) 
Nathan Rakoff (Ruth & Richard’s son) 
Gary Roster (Judi Roster’s husband) 
Arlene Schmidt (Karen’s sister) 
Ed Sexauer (Don’s brother) 
Tony Mead-Smith (Rose Brandenburg’s friend) 

Fr. John Sullivan (Pastor Catherine’s friend) 
Barb Thomas’ daughter Reba & extended 
family 
Joel Thompson (Tama Garski’s brother)  
Nancy & Kelly Watterworth (Kathy’s sister) 
Kathryn Woodward (Sid Graft’s daughter) 
Avri Woodward (Sid Graft’s granddaughter)  
 

Columbia and Jornada schools  
Gospel Rescue Mission  
Mesilla Valley Community of Hope 

 

Please help us keep this list up to date. 

On 10.1.26, names will be removed unless Lori is 

notified that they should remain 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to watch the Service live at 

10:00 AM, please go to Trinity Lutheran’s 
Website: https://trinitylutheranlc.org/   or visit 
Trinity Lutheran’s Facebook page and you can 

watch the service anytime: 
https://www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces 

 

https://trinitylutheranlc.org/
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