
 

 

 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rooted in God’s Word, we serve in God’s world. 

 

✠ Lectionary 24 Pentecost 16 ✠ 

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 
 

September 13, 2026 
 

 
 
 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Inspired by Christ, we are called to be  

an inclusive community 

of worship, love and service. 
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We thank you for celebrating the love of Christ with us this week, 

and we invite you back again for prayer and worship. 

May God’s grace guide and strengthen you in your daily life. 
 

YOUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
 P: Pastor  Catherine Lemons 
 A: Assistant    Linda Schwartz 
 L: Lectors  Judy Dougherty, Carl Johnson 
 Communion Servers  Linda Schwartz, Carl Johnson 

 Ushers Ruth & Richard Rakoff 
 Minister of Worship & Music Marco Antonio Jimenez            
 Camera/Sound Richard Lemons, Jeramiah Dyer  
 Altar Guild  Lynn Parker 
 Greeters  Venancia Aranda, Pat Flores 
 Children’s Chapel  Brandy Dyer, Dyer Family 

  
All are welcome at our service, 

including toddlers and squirmy children. 
 

2026 Congregational Council Elected Officers & Members 
Carl Johnson – President   Joe Dearing – Secretary 
Stewardship       Finance 
 

Don Sexauer – Treasurer   Dave Foster – Vice President  
 Building & Grounds    Long-Range Planning  

 

  

Bryan Baker     Pr Catherine Lemons 
Fellowship      Education/Pastoral Care/Worship  

                 
Emilie Dyer     Linda Schwartz    

 Youth      Technology 

   
Pat Flores      
God’s Work Our Hands      
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Kindly silence cell phones 

 

All please stand in body or spirit 
 

 

GATHERING SONG                                 “Gather Us In”                                    ELW 532 
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Please be seated.  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
TEMPLE TALK  Pastor Catherine Lemons 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                      “Change My Heart, O God”                Sing 2X     ELW 801  
 

 
 

✠ GATHERING ✠ 
 
All please stand in body or spirit.  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into 

our hearts and healing upon the earth. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us 
confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in 

the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from 
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions 
disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our 
hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to 
one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ 

came into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have 

been found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

C: Amen. 
 
GREETING 

 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
 

A: In peace let us pray to the Lord. For the peace from above, 
and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Kyrie, eleison… 
 

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Christe, eleison… 
 

A: For your people here, who have come to give you praise and 
for the strength to live in your world, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Kyrie, eleison… 
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KYRIE REFRAIN           ELW155 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE         “Praise to You, O Christ, Our Savior”    WOV 614 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
 

A: Let us pray.  
 

C: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible 
fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with 
hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in 
doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Please be seated. 

✠ Word ✠ 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 
 

L: A reading from Genesis.  
 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, 
“What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us 
back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So, they 
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction 
before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of 
your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of 
your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his 
brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are 
here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be 
afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to 
do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a 
numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I 
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he 
reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 103:1-13 
 

L: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless 
God’s holy name. 

C: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God’s 
benefits 

 
L: who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases;  
C: who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with 

steadfast love and mercy;  
 
L: who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth 

is renewed like an eagle’s. 
C: O Lord, you provide vindication and justice for all who are 

oppressed. 
 

L: You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the 
children of Israel. 

C: Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love;  

 

L: you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger 
forever. 

C: You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor 
repaid us according to our iniquities. 

 

L: For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your 
steadfast love for those who fear you. 

C: As far as the east is from the west, so far have you 
removed our transgressions from us. 

 

L: As a father has compassion for his children, so you have 
compassion for those who fear you, O Lord.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 
 

L: A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.  
 

Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose 
of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, 
while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not 
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not 
pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 
Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is 
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be 
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others 
judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own 
minds. Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. 
Also, those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to 
God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give 
thanks to God.  
 

For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 
If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; 
so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be 
Lord of both the dead and the living.  
 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, 
why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand 
before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As I live, 
says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 
shall give praise to God.” So then, each one of us will be held 
accountable. 

 

 The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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All please stand in body or spirit. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:    “Alleluia”     S179a 

 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 

 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P: Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister 

sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but I tell you, 
seventy-seven times. 
 
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he 
began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 
was brought to him, and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered 
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions and payment to be made.  
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So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity 
for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the 
debt.  
 
But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him 
by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow 
slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him 
into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves 
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and 
they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.  
 
Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 
mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly 
Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 
your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

 The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated 

 
SERMON              Pastor Catherine Lemons 
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All please stand in body or spirit.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “God’s Work, Our Hands”   ACS1000 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our 
prayers, confident that God hears us. 

A brief silence. 

A: Move your church throughout the world away from judging and 
despising others. Lead us to embody the forgiveness you have 
given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
A: The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. 

Protect those who care for farms and ranches. Guide those 
who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
A: Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any 

misuse of the power entrusted to them. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
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A: Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. 

Compassionately free the lives of any who feel bound by their 
failures. Remember your children in need especially for Dale, 
Dale, Freda, Jeff, Jim, Karen, Lee, Linda, Marlene, Pat, Roger, 
Tim, Vicki, and for those we now name silently or aloud…Hear 
us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in 
forgiving our sin. Inspire each of us to welcome others for your 
honor and glory. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in 
that joy as we remember all those who have gone before us. 
Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to 
ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in 
Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 

 
COMFORTING WORDS 
 

P: Hear the word of God to all who truly listen.  
 

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11) 

 
PEACE 
 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 

We extend God’s peace to one another.  

and to those worshipping with us on the internet 
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✠Offering ✠ 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is supported through the generous gifts of time, talent, and 

treasure of our friends and members. Your generous support makes it possible to fulfill our 

mission and ministry. We thank you for your support and partnership in proclaiming the 

good news. 
 
OFFERING SONG:                              “Now the Silence”                        ELW 460 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

 

A: Let us pray. 
C: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you 

have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for 
us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are 
suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC            “We Seek to Serve”             Kris Hanson & Marco Jimenez 

 
All please stand in body or spirit. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord.   
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; in 
fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit came down on 
Pentecost to teach us and to lead us into all truth. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                 ELW 192 
 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to 
all. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying:  
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying:  
 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
  

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Christ invites you to this table.   
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

P: All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!  
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LAMB OF GOD           ELW 198 

 
 
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

This is the Lord’s Table, not our own. 

Everyone is welcomed at the Lord’s Table. 
 

 Gluten-free wafers available on request 
 

Communion is by intinction from the center aisle 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN:                  “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”                    ELW 484 
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COMMUNION HYMN:             “By Your Hand You Feed Your People”            ELW 469 

 

 
 

POST COMMINUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

A: Let us pray. 
C: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us 

with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from 
this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of 
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of 
Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

 

✠ SENDING ✠ 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
 

P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender 
care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, 
assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 
with those who are sick and imprisoned. In your love and care, 
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, 
and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through 
the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

All stand in body or spirit.  
 

BLESSING 
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SENDING SONG:        “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises”  ELW 535 
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DISMISSAL 

 
A: With great joy go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
Following the postlude, you are invited to 

coffee and conversation in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
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❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 
Office Hours: 
 

 

Pastor Catherine Lemons  Tues-Thurs 9:30 am–2:30 pm   
612-708-0183                          revlemons@gmail.com 
 

 

Secretary Lori Yeager Tues-Thurs 9:00 am-2:00 pm 
575-523-4232                           office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
YOUR STAFF AT TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
Pastor - Catherine Lemons            Youth Minister – Sarah Dyer 

 
Secretary – Lori Yeager                  Custodian – Ricardo Evaro 

 
Minister of Worship & Music - Marco Antonio Jimenez 

 
. 
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https://media.istockphoto.com/id/2151901183/vector/blue-and-metallic-trinity-sunday-banner.jpg?s=612x612&w=0&k=20&c=ca2zlWxfXntCHlrYDOu0EWMRQ0dnSZDxMKzZSr_eRcE=
https://i.pinimg.com/236x/6d/3f/f3/6d3ff304094a681be94ce382f9434234.jpg
https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTqiiKabz8FFIrU-Jkv62_AAnImAcwW1mxHuhCyEDHBQKvJQ70MhmLneCQ1yP7xy6jUpOU&usqp=CAU
https://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2016/11/29/13/03/flowers-1869710_640.jpg
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Calendar of Events 
Today   Applefest    After the Service 
9/20    Choir Practice   9:00 AM   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Flowers given by the Garski’s in 
honor of their 61st Wedding 

Anniversary. 

 

 
Birthdays 

 

9/13  John Parker 
9/14  Les MacPherson 

 

 
 
 

 
 

For the month of September, The 
Blessings Pantry will collect cereal. 

 
 

God's Work Our Hands: Second Sunday 
Supper at Camp Hope 

 

We are joining our friends at St. Andrew's 
for Second Sunday Supper at Community 
of Hope. Bring a dish to share and have 

dinner and conversation with the guests at 
the Community of Hope. Sign-up sheet in 

Fellowship Hall. 
 

Location and Time:  6:00 pm to  
6:45 pm, September 13th 

Camp Hope, 999 W. Amador Ave. 

 

🎶 Choir Is Back! 🎶 

Choir has started—and we’d love to hear 

from you! 

No auditions, no judgment, and no need 

to hit every note perfectly.  

Join us every Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in 

the Choir Room. 

Come sing, laugh, and make a joyful 

noise with us! 🎵 

 

 

 
 

The fall session will be starting today. 
 

Thanks to all our volunteer teachers. 
 

We’re looking forward to another great 
year. 
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Please keep these church 

members in your prayers.  
 

Lee Beatty, Freda Cheek, Jim Cheek, 

Dale & Vicki Dannhaus, Tim 

Dougherty, Linda Eib, Pat Flores, 

Roger Meyer, Marlene Nunez, Linda 

Schwartz, Dale Skattum, Karen Walls, 

Judy Young, and Jeff Zabel 
 

 

September 2026 
 
 

Operating Funds         Attendance 
9/6       $3,055.00                   54 

 

Next Week’s Worship Team  
September 20th  

 

Assistant:  Lee Beatty 
 

Lectors  George Timmerman 
  Ruth Rakoff 
 

Ushers  Malinda Dyer 
  Jeramiah Dyer 
 

Altar Guild  Tama Garski 
   

Sound Tech  Ricardo Evaro 
  Tim Dougherty 
 
Greeters  Venacia Aranda 
  Pat Flores 
 
Children’s Chapel Cindie Shonk 
  Judy Dougherty 
 
 

Readings  Jonah 3:10-4:11 
  Ps 145:1-8 
  Phil 1:21-30 
  Matt 20:1-16 
 
                       

 

MEMBER FAMILY, FRIENDS & COMMUNITY 
 

 

Many of our members have friends and family in 
need of prayer as well. 
 

Amanda & Josh Drake (Leonor’s grandson) 
Michael Ford (Wagoners’ friend) 
Gary Garski (Ron’s brother) 
Jackson Family (Dennis Schwartz’s family) 
Barb Liberto (Don Sexauer’s sister) 
Dennis Lubekin (Rose’s Friend) 
Nancy Montoya (Leonor’s sister-in-law) 
Danny Nunez (Marlene’s son) 
Po Pozun (Marlene’s friend) 
Gary Roster (Judi Roster’s husband) 
Arlene Schmidt (Karen’s sister) 
Ed Sexauer (Don’s brother) 
Tony Mead-Smith (Rose Brandenburg’s friend) 

Fr. John Sullivan (Pastor Catherine’s friend) 
Barb Thomas’ daughter Reba & extended 
family 
Joel Thompson (Tama Garski’s brother)  
Nancy & Kelly Watterworth (Kathy’s sister) 
Kathryn Woodward (Sid Graft’s daughter) 
Avri Woodward (Sid Graft’s granddaughter)  
 

Columbia and Jornada schools  
Gospel Rescue Mission  
Mesilla Valley Community of Hope 

 

Please help us keep this list up to date. 

On 10.1.26, names will be removed unless Lori is 
notified that they should remain 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to watch the Service live at 

10:00 AM, please go to Trinity Lutheran’s 
Website: https://trinitylutheranlc.org/   or visit 
Trinity Lutheran’s Facebook page and you can 

watch the service anytime: 
https://www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces 

 

https://trinitylutheranlc.org/
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