
 

 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rooted in God’s Word, we serve in God’s world. 

 

✠ Lectionary 21 Pentecost 13 ✠ 
 

August 23, 2026 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Inspired by Christ, we are called to be  

an inclusive community 

of worship, love and service. 
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We thank you for celebrating the love of Christ with us this week, 

and we invite you back again for prayer and worship. 

May God’s grace guide and strengthen you in your daily life. 
 

YOUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
 P: Pastor  Catherine Lemons 
 A: Assistant    George Timmerman 
 L: Lectors  Tim Dougherty, Lee Beatty 
 Communion Servers  George Timmerman, Lee Beatty 

 Ushers Malinda & Jeramiah Dyer 
 Minister of Worship & Music Marco Antonio Jimenez            
 Camera/Sound Richard Lemons, Tim Dougherty 
 Altar Guild  Sharon Dearing 
 Greeters  Malinda Dyer, Rose Brandenburg 

  
All are welcome at our service, 

including toddlers and squirmy children. 
 

2026 Congregational Council Elected Officers & Members 
Carl Johnson – President   Joe Dearing – Secretary 
Stewardship       Finance 
 

Don Sexauer – Treasurer   Dave Foster – Vice President  
 Building & Grounds    Long-Range Planning  

 

  

Bryan Baker     Pr Catherine Lemons 
Fellowship      Education/Pastoral Care/Worship  

                 
Emilie Dyer     Linda Schwartz    

 Youth      Technology 

   
Pat Flores      
God’s Work Our Hands      
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✠ GATHERING ✠ 
PRELUDE  
 

All please stand in body or spirit 
 

GATHERING SONG                   “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”              ELW 597 

 

 

Please be seated 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                       “Come, Holy Spirit, Descend”                               ELW 980  

 

 
*Additional verses ad lib: 
Come, Breath of heaven, … 
Come, Fire of judgment, … 
Come to inspire us, … 
Come, Holy Spirit, … 
 

 
All please stand in body or spirit 
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ✠ and of the Holy Spirit 
whose compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
P: Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we 

cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to 
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in 

God’s love. 
C: Amen. 
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LORD HAVE MERCY           S175 
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GLORIA                      S176 
 

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

A: Let us pray.  
 
C: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise 

you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form 
us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to 
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Please be seated for the Readings. 
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✠ Word ✠ 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 
 

L: A reading from the book of Isaiah.  
 

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the 
Lord. Look to the rock from which you were hewn and to the 
quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father  
and to Sarah, who bore you, for he was but one when I called him, 
but I blessed him and made him many. For the Lord will comfort 
Zion; he will comfort all her waste places and will make her 
wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy 
and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of 
song.  
 

Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation, for a 
teaching will go out from me and my justice for a light to the 
peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has 
gone out, and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait 
for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens 
and look at the earth beneath, for the heavens will vanish like 
smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live 
on it will die like gnats, but my salvation will be forever, and my 
deliverance will never be ended. 

 

 The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 138 
 

L: I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the 
gods I will sing your praise.  

C: I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your 
name, because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for 
you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
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L: When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength 
within me. 

C: All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, when they 
have heard the words of your mouth.  

 

L: They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the 
Lord. 

C: The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the 
haughty from afar. 

 
L: Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you 

stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right 
hand shall save me. 

C: You will make good your purpose for me; O Lord, your 
steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of 
your hands.  

 
SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 

 
L: A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.  
 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of 
God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. Do 
not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing 
of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God, what 
is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think 
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that 
God has assigned.  
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For as in one body, we have many members and not all the 
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 
prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the 
teacher, in teaching; the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, 
in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 
cheerfulness. 

 
 The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
All please stand in body or spirit. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:    “Alleluia”      S179a 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 

 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 
And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and 
still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone 
that he was the Messiah. 

 
 The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated 

 
SERMON               Pastor Catherine Lemons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 

 

 

 

All please stand in body or spirit. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”  ELW 324 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

P: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

A: God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. 
Strengthen and encourage your faithful people everywhere they 
gather, that they boldly proclaim your word of life to all the world. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
A: You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, 

wetland and wilderness, all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish 
your creation. Teach us to be wise stewards of all you have made. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
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A: You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of 
nations experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. 
Guide the work of relief agencies and peacemaking organizations. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
A: You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be 

present among all who struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, 
incarceration, and mental illness, that they know they are not 
alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day for Dale, Dale, Don, 
Donna, Ev, Freda, Jeff, Jim, Karen, Lee, Linda, Marlene, Mary 
Kay, Pat, Roger, Tim, Vicki, and for those we now name silently or 
aloud…God of grace, Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
A: You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and 

varied gifts and talents of this congregation and strengthen the 
bonds of fellowship that all may be united as the body of Christ. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
A: Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful 

who died in the hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until 
the day we join them at your eternal banquet. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. 

All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
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COMFORTING WORDS 
 

P: Hear the word of God to all who truly listen.  
 

Come unto me all you who travail and are heavy laden, and I will 
refresh you. (Matthew 11:28) 

 
 

PEACE 

 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 
We extend God’s peace to one another.  

and to those worshipping with us on the internet 
 

 

 

✠Offering ✠ 
Trinity Lutheran Church is supported through the generous gifts of time, talent, and treasure of 

our friends and members. Your generous support makes it possible to fulfill our mission and 

ministry. We thank you for your support and partnership in proclaiming the good news. 
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OFFERING SONG:                     “We Are an Offering”                           ELW 692 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

 

A: Let us pray. 
C: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help 

us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all 
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

✠ MEAL ✠ 
 

All please stand in body or spirit. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord.   
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                          S181 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying:  

 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.  
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills 
of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory 
and honor, now and forever.  

C: Amen 
  

LORD’S PRAYER 

 
P: Heaven has come near.   
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen 

P: Come, share in the feast! 



21 

 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD            S182 

 
 

P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

This is the Lord’s Table, not our own. 
Everyone is welcomed at the Lord’s Table. 

 

 Gluten-free wafers available on request 
 

Communion is by intinction from the center aisle 
 

 

 The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 



22 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN:                               “Here I Am, Lord”                             ELW 574 
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COMMUNION HYMN:                  “Here is Bread”                            ELW 483 

 
 
POST COMMINIOUN BLESSING 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
A: Let us pray. 
C: Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. 

With your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished 
our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve 
the world in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

✠ SENDING ✠ 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
 

P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: 
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist 
those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those 
who are sick and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all 
the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

All stand in body or spirit.  
 

 

BLESSING 
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SENDING SONG:                                   “Faith of Our Fathers”                                     ELW 812 
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DISMISSAL 

 
A: You are the body of Christ. Go in peace to share the Good News!  
C: Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE 

 
Following the postlude, you are invited to 

coffee and conversation in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 

 

 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
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Office Hours: 
 
 

Pastor Catherine Lemons  Tues-Thurs 9:30 am – 3:30 pm  
612-708-0183                           revlemons@gmail.com 

  

Secretary Lori Yeager  Tues-Thurs 9:00 am – 3:00pm 
575-523-4232                           office@trinitylutheranlc.org 
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Calendar of Events 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Flowers given by Jack & Mary 
Kay Wagoner for their 

anniversary and Mary Kay’s 
birthday. 

 

 
 

Birthdays 
 

8/26  Mary Kay Wagoner 
8/27   Josh Sexauer 
8/27  Joe Dearing 
 

Anniversaries 
 

8/24     Mary Kay & Jack Wagoner 
8/28     Vicki & Dale Dannhaus 
8/28     Sharon & Joe Dearing 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

For the month of August, The 
Blessings Pantry will collect 

Soup and Crackers. 
 

 
 

Weekly Challenge 
 

 Go for a walk and use that time to 
pray and reflect. 
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Please keep these church 

members in your prayers.  
 
 

Lee Beatty, Freda Cheek, Jim Cheek, 

Dale & Vicki Dannhaus, Tim 

Dougherty, Linda Eib, Pat Flores, 

Donna Gunderson, Althea Haworth, Ed 

Haworth, Roger Meyer, Ev Myers, 

Marlene Nunez, Dale Skattum, Mary 

Kay Wagoner, Karen Walls, Judy 

Young, and Jeff Zabel 
 

 

Next Week’s Worship Team  
August 30th  

 

Assistant:  Richard Rakoff 
 

Lectors  Joe Dearing 
  Chris Sexauer 
 

Ushers  Susanne Timmerman 
  George Timmerman 
 

Altar Guild  Judy Dougherty 
 
Greeters  Malinda Dyer 
  Rose Brandenburg 
   

Sound Tech  Aidan Dyer 
  Jeramiah Dyer 

 

Readings  Isa 51:1-6 
  Ps 138 
  Rom 12:1-8 
  Matt 16:13-20 
 
                       

 

MEMBER FAMILY, FRIENDS & COMMUNITY 
 

Many of our members have friends and family in 
need of prayer as well. 

Amanda & Josh Drake (Leonor’s grandson) 
John Dressel (Sid Graft’s friends) 
Michael Ford (Wagoners’ friend) 
Gary Garski (Ron’s brother) 
Jackson Family (Dennis Schwartz’s family) 
Barb Liberto (Don Sexauer’s sister) 
Nancy Montoya (Leonor’s sister-in-law) 
Danny Nunez (Marlene’s son) 
Po Pozun (Marlene’s friend) 
Nathan Rakoff (Ruth & Richard’s son) 
Gary Roster (Judi Roster’s husband) 
Arlene Schmidt (Karen’s sister) 
Ed Sexauer (Don’s brother) 
Tony Mead-Smith (Rose Brandenburg’s friend) 

Fr. John Sullivan (Pastor Catherine’s friend) 
Barb Thomas’ daughter Reba & extended 
family 
Joel Thompson (Tama Garski’s brother)  
Nancy & Kelly Watterworth (Kathy’s sister) 
Kathryn Woodward (Sid Graft’s daughter) 
 

Columbia and Jornada schools  
Gospel Rescue Mission  
Mesilla Valley Community of Hope 
 

 

Please help us keep this list up to date. 

On 10.1.26, names will be removed unless Lori is 

notified that they should remain 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to watch the Service live at 

10:00 AM, please go to Trinity Lutheran’s 
Website: https://trinitylutheranlc.org/   or visit 
Trinity Lutheran’s Facebook page and you can 

watch the service anytime: 
https://www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces 

 

https://trinitylutheranlc.org/
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