
 

 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rooted in God’s Word, we serve in God’s world. 

 

✠ Lectionary 20 Pentecost 12 ✠ 
 

August 16, 2026 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Inspired by Christ, we are called to be  

an inclusive community 

of worship, love and service. 
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We thank you for celebrating the love of Christ with us this week, 

and we invite you back again for prayer and worship. 

May God’s grace guide and strengthen you in your daily life. 
 

YOUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
 P: Pastor  Catherine Lemons 
 A: Assistant    Jeramiah Dyer 
 L: Lectors  Joe Dearing, Lynn Parker 
 Communion Servers  Jeramiah Dyer, Lynn Parker 
 Ushers Tama & Ron Garski 
 Minister of Worship & Music Marco Antonio Jimenez            
 Camera/Sound Richard Rakoff, Ricardo Evaro 
 Altar Guild  Carl Johnson 
 Greeters  Malinda Dyer, Rose Brandenburg 

  
All are welcome at our service, 

including toddlers and squirmy children. 
 

2026 Congregational Council Elected Officers & Members 
Carl Johnson – President   Joe Dearing – Secretary 
Stewardship       Finance 
 

Don Sexauer – Treasurer   Dave Foster – Vice President  
 Building & Grounds    Long-Range Planning  

 

  

Bryan Baker     Pr Catherine Lemons 
Fellowship      Education/Pastoral Care/Worship  

                 
Emilie Dyer     Linda Schwartz    

 Youth      Technology 

   
Pat Flores      
God’s Work Our Hands      
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✠ GATHERING ✠ 
PRELUDE  
 

All please stand in body or spirit 
 

GATHERING SONG                       “All Are Welcome”                   ELW 641 
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Please be seated 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                       “Come, Holy Spirit, Descend”                               ELW 980  

 

 
*Additional verses ad lib: 
Come, Breath of heaven, … 
Come, Fire of judgment, … 
Come to inspire us, … 
Come, Holy Spirit, … 
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All please stand in body or spirit 
 

 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ✠ and of the Holy Spirit 
whose compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
P: Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we 

cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to 
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in 

God’s love. 
C: Amen. 
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LORD HAVE MERCY           S175 
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GLORIA                      S176 
 

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

A: Let us pray.  
 
C: God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those 

who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love 
the world with compassion and constancy, that your name 
may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Please be seated for the Readings. 
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✠ Word ✠ 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

 
L: A reading from the book of Isaiah.  
 
  Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon 

my salvation will come and my deliverance be revealed. 
 
And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to 
him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who 
keep the Sabbath and do not profane it and hold fast my covenant, 
these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my 
house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be 
accepted on my altar, for my house shall be called a house of 
prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the 
outcasts of Israel: I will gather others to them besides those 
already gathered. 

 
 The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 67 

 
L: May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s 

face shine upon us. 
C: Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among 

all nations. 
 
L: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
C: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the 

peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  
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L: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
C:   The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, 

has blessed us. 
 
L: May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand 

in awe.  

 
SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 

L: A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.  
 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself 
am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe 
of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
 
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you 
were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy 
because of their disobedience, so also, they have now been 
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also 
may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in 
disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

 
 The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
All please stand in body or spirit. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:    “Alleluia”      S179a 

 

 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 15:10-28 

 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and 
understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a 
person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then 
the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the 
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He 
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted 
will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. 
And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.”  
 
 



12 

 

 

 

But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, 
“Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that 
whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out 
into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from 
the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil 
intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, 
slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed 
hands does not defile.”  
 
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 
Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out 
and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at 
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her 
away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and 
knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not 
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, 
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your 
faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was 
healed from that moment. 

 
 The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated 

 
SERMON               Pastor Catherine Lemons 
 
 
 
All please stand in body or spirit. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”  ELW 587 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

P: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

A: For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, 
that all be united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let 
your church on earth be a witness to the beloved community of 
your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
A: For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you 

intend. Raise up wise stewards to defend the natural world against 
carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered species and 
their habitats. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
 
 



15 

 

 

 

A: For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the 
cry of the outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give 
wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and communities, 
that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
A: For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that 

they find comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all who 
struggle with illness of any kind especially Dale, Dale, Don, Donna, 
Ev, Freda, Jeff, Jim, Karen, Lee, Linda, Marlene, Mary Kay, Pat, 
Roger, Tim, Vicki, and those we now name silently or 
aloud…Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
A: For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith 

community, that all may recognize the presence of Christ in each 
new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it 
in unwavering faith. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
A: For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful 

example continues to direct your church. May their witness remind 
us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or 
death. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. 

All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
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COMFORTING WORDS 
 

P: Hear the word of God to all who truly listen.  
 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us. (Romans 8:35, 37) 
 
 

 

PEACE 

 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 
We extend God’s peace to one another.  

and to those worshipping with us on the internet 
 

 

 

✠Offering ✠ 
Trinity Lutheran Church is supported through the generous gifts of time, talent, and treasure of 

our friends and members. Your generous support makes it possible to fulfill our mission and 

ministry. We thank you for your support and partnership in proclaiming the good news. 
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OFFERING SONG:                     “We Are an Offering”                           ELW 692 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

 

A: Let us pray. 
C: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help 

us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all 
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

✠ MEAL ✠ 
 

All please stand in body or spirit. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord.   
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

 
 



19 

 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                          S181 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying:  

 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.  
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills 
of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory 
and honor, now and forever  

C: Amen 
  

LORD’S PRAYER 

 
P: Heaven has come near.   
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen 

P: Come, share in the feast! 
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LAMB OF GOD            S182 

 
 

P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

This is the Lord’s Table, not our own. 
Everyone is welcomed at the Lord’s Table. 

 

 Gluten-free wafers available on request 
 

Communion is by intinction from the center aisle 
 

 

 The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 



22 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN:                     “I Received the Living God”                  ELW 477 
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COMMUNION HYMN:                 “I Come with Joy”                            ELW 482 
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POST COMMINIOUN BLESSING 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

 

C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
A: Let us pray. 
C: Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. 

With your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished 
our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve 
the world in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

✠ SENDING ✠ 
 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 

 

P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: 
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist 
those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those 
who are sick and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all 
the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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All stand in body or spirit.  
 

 

BLESSING 
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SENDING SONG:                             “Blessed Assurance”                                ELW 638
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DISMISSAL 

 
A: You are the body of Christ. Go in peace to share the Good News!  
C: Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE 
 

Following the postlude, you are invited to 
coffee and conversation in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

 

 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
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Office Hours: 
 
 

Pastor Catherine Lemons  Tues-Thurs 9:30 am – 3:30 pm  
612-708-0183                           revlemons@gmail.com 

  

Secretary Lori Yeager  Tues-Thurs 9:00 am – 3:00pm 
575-523-4232                           office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.frinnocentabonyi.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/2nd-sunday-of-Easter-Year-C-300x300.jpg
https://i.pinimg.com/236x/02/52/cb/0252cbdeffdd1097e3254033d9c2bce0.jpg
https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT-fWrXx8duGIN3ZFH6PVu_sm57PaOY3SgVZw&usqp=CAU
https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcS7TJvTsdqCByoEI98H8KEf_C0y_ne89gN3Dg&usqp=CAU
https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTwqtJ6KkrQmTIVJW87HH_X2z-LDe2AoXJBlcRyNKROF__OPjlakine-58ygf9pdsUk8K8&usqp=CAU
https://i.pinimg.com/236x/e3/a4/07/e3a4074c175af0ef680de0f0cd550955.jpg
https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTUvCK4yjrir163fsxbC2-i-3nZnjSZ1gTjbQ&usqp=CAU
https://i.pinimg.com/236x/9c/df/f4/9cdff4c1d61b12d04738d8506004c337.jpg
mailto:office@trinitylutheranlc.org


28 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Flowers given by Rose 
Brandenburg in honor of 

Venancia’s birthday. 
 

 

 
 

Birthdays 
 

8/16  Ricardo Evaro 
8/18  Deborah Legue 
8/19   Richard Rakoff 
8/21  Venancia Aranda 

 

Anniversaries 
 

8/21  Jeff & Jan Zabel 
8/22  Les & Dawn MacPherson 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Weekly Challenge 
 
 

Bless someone this week by helping 
a friend, neighbor, or family member 

with a chore. 

 
 

For the month of August, The 
Blessings Pantry will collect 

Soup and Crackers. 
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Please keep these church 

members in your prayers.  
 

Lee Beatty, Freda Cheek, Jim Cheek, 

Dale & Vicki Dannhaus, Tim 

Dougherty, Linda Eib, Pat Flores, 

Donna Gunderson, Althea Haworth, Ed 

Haworth, Roger Meyer, Ev Myers, 

Marlene Nunez, Dale Skattum, Mary 

Kay Wagoner, Karen Walls, Judy 

Young, and Jeff Zabel 

 
 

 

 

Next Week’s Worship Team  
August 23rd  

 

Assistant:  George Timmerman 
 

Lectors  Tim Dougherty 
  Lee Beatty 
 

Ushers  Malinda Dyer 
  Jeramiah Dyer 

 

Altar Guild  Sharon Dearing 
   

Sound Tech  Richard Lemons 
  Tim Dougherty 

 

Readings  Isa 51:1-6 
  Ps 138 
  Rom 12:1-8 
  Matt 16:13-20 
 
                       

 

MEMBER FAMILY, FRIENDS & COMMUNITY 
 

 

Many of our members have friends and family in 
need of prayer as well. 
 

Amanda & Josh Drake (Leonor’s grandson) 
John Dressel (Sid Graft’s friends) 
Michael Ford (Wagoners’ friend) 
Gary Garski (Ron’s brother) 
Jackson Family (Dennis Schwartz’s family) 
Barb Liberto (Don Sexauer’s sister) 
Nancy Montoya (Leonor’s sister-in-law) 
Danny Nunez (Marlene’s son) 
Po Pozun (Marlene’s friend) 
Nathan Rakoff (Ruth & Richard’s son) 
Gary Roster (Judi Roster’s husband) 
Arlene Schmidt (Karen’s sister) 
Ed Sexauer (Don’s brother) 
Tony Mead-Smith (Rose Brandenburg’s friend) 

Fr. John Sullivan (Pastor Catherine’s friend) 
Barb Thomas’ daughter Reba & extended 
family 
Joel Thompson (Tama Garski’s brother)  
Nancy & Kelly Watterworth (Kathy’s sister) 
Kathryn Woodward (Sid Graft’s daughter) 
 

Columbia and Jornada schools  
Gospel Rescue Mission  
Mesilla Valley Community of Hope 

 

Please help us keep this list up to date. 

On 10.1.26, names will be removed unless Lori is 
notified that they should remain 

 

 

 
 
 
  

If you would like to watch the Service live at 
10:00 AM, please go to Trinity Lutheran’s 

Website: https://trinitylutheranlc.org/   or visit 
Trinity Lutheran’s Facebook page and you can 

watch the service anytime: 
https://www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces 

 

August 2026 
 
 

Operating Funds         Attendance 
8/2        $2,500.00         57 
8/9   $2,362.00                     65 

https://trinitylutheranlc.org/
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