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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rooted in God’s Word, we serve in God’s world. 

 

✠ Ascension of Our Lord ✠ 
 

May 17, 2026 
 

 

 
 

 

Our Mission Statement: 
Inspired by Christ, we are called to be  

an inclusive community 

of worship, love and service. 
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We thank you for celebrating the love of Christ with us this week, 

and we invite you back again for prayer and worship. 

May God’s grace guide and strengthen you in your daily life. 
 

YOUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
P: Pastor  Catherine Lemons 
A: Assistant    Jeramiah Dyer 
L: Lectors  Kathy Murray, Carl Johnson 

Communion Servers   Jeramiah Dyer, Carl Johnson 
Ushers Don Sexauer, Ron Garski 
Minister of Worship & Music Marco Antonio Jimenez            
Camera/Sound Richard Lemons, Richard Rakoff   
Children’s Chapel  Cindie Shonk, Malinda Dyer 
Altar Guild  Sharon Dearing 
 

All are welcome at our service, 
including toddlers and squirmy children. 

 
2026 Congregational Council Elected Officers & Members 

Carl Johnson – President   Joe Dearing – Secretary 
Stewardship       Finance 
 

Don Sexauer – Treasurer   Dave Foster – Vice President  
 Building & Grounds    Long-Range Planning  

 

  

Bryan Baker     Pr Catherine Lemons 
Fellowship      Education/Pastoral Care/Worship  

                 
Emilie Dyer     Linda Schwartz    

 Youth      Technology 

   
Pat Flores      
God’s Work Our Hands      
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✠ GATHERING ✠ 
PRELUDE  
 

All please stand in body or spirit 
 

GATHERING SONG                        “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”             ELW 408 

 

Please be seated.  

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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CALL TO WORSHIP      “We Know That Christ Is Raised”         Verses 1, 2 & 4        ELW 449  

 

 
 

All please stand in body or spirit.  
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
P: Look, here is water! At the river your beloved son was baptized 

by John and anointed of the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the flood gates of 
your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We 
rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
GREETING 

 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE           S140 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

A: Let us pray.  
 

C: O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and 
ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and 
each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be 
drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated for the readings. 
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✠ Word ✠ 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14 
 

L: A reading from the Acts of the apostles.  
 

When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], 
“Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, 
as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 
 
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. When 
they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where 
they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All 
these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as 
well as his brothers. 

 
 The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35      
 

L: Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; let those 
who hate God flee. 

C: As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 
as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at 
the presence of God. 

 
L: But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them 

also be merry and joyful. 
C: Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one 

who rides the clouds; I AM is that name, rejoice before 
God!  

 
L: In your holy habitation, O God, you are a father to orphans, 

defender of widows; 
C: you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into 

freedom; but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
 
L: O God, when you went forth before your people, when you 

marched through the wilderness, 
C: the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the 

presence of God, the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, 
the God of Israel. 

 
L: You sent a bountiful rain, O God; you restored your inheritance 

when it languished. 
C: Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O 

God, you have made provision for the poor. 
 
L: Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord. 
C: You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 

you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
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L: Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; whose 
strength is in the skies. 

C: How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of 
Israel, giving strength and power to your people! Blessed 
be God!  

 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 

L: A reading from the first letter of Paul to Peter.  

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking 
place among you to test you, as though something strange 
were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing 
Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for 
joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name 
of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is 
the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, 
so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on 
him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves; keep 
alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls 
around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast 
in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all 
the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after 
you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who 
has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
All please stand in body or spirit.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                        ELW172 

 
GOSPEL: John 17:1-11 

 
P: The holy gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P: After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he 

looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to 
all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they 
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you 
have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you 
gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the 
world existed. 
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“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, 
and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything 
you have given me is from you, for the words that you gave to 
me I have given to them, and they have received them and 
know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that 
you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 
behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 
because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are 
mine, and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 
to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 

 
 The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 

 
 

SERMON             Pastor Catherine Lemons 
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All please stand in body or spirit.  

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                    “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life”                              ELW 816 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and 

redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all 
creation. 

 

A brief silence. 
 

A: O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By 
your Holy Spirit, inspire musicians, deacons, pastors, and 
bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
A: Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, 

nurture plants and animals, protect us from natural disasters, 
and guide us to care for all you have made. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
A: Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill 

in political leaders, business leaders, school administrators, 
and all who care for others a desire for peace and equity. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
A: Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine 

and relationships. Soothe the anxious, protect widows and 
orphans, comfort those living with memory loss and their 
families, and heal the sick especially Althea, Dale, Ed, Ellen, 
Ev, Fantasy, Freda, Jean, Jeff, Jim, Karen, Kathy, Linda, 
Maria, Marlene, Mary Kay, Pat, Raja, Roger, and for those we 
now name silently or aloud…Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
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A: Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. 
Bless those experiencing significant transitions in life such as 
graduation, retirement, new employment, and accompany us in 
our prayers during these times. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
A: O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire 

us by the steadfast faith of those who have gone before us, 
especially Grandma Mae, Lyla Sexauer’s grandma, so that we 
may be confident in the assurances you give. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to 

proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
COMFORTING WORDS 

 
P: Hear the Word of God to all who truly listen.  
 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, 
or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us. (Romans 8:35, 37) 
 
 

PEACE 

 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

We extend God’s peace to one another.  

and to those worshipping with us on the internet 
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✠Offering ✠ 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is supported through the generous gifts of time, talent, and 

treasure of our friends and members. Your generous support makes it possible to fulfill our 

mission and ministry. We thank you for your support and partnership in proclaiming the 

good news. 
 

 
 

OFFERING SONG:              “As the Grains of Wheat”            ELW 465 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

A: Let us pray. 
C: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to 

give you glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse 
of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world 
you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 
All please stand in body or spirit.  
 

✠ MEAL ✠ 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord.  
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take 
away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                              S144b 

 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE    
 

P: Holy God, mighty and merciful, your people praise you, saying: 
Your mercy endures forever.  

C: Your mercy endures forever.  
 
P: By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its 

creatures, granting them life and calling them to flourish, 
setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, the colors of your 
love and faithfulness. Your mercy endures forever.  

C: Your mercy endures forever.   
 
P: By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old, 

blessing them with family outnumbering the stars and calling 
them to be a blessing to others, showing them steadfast love in 
every generation and calling us to be a light to the nations. 
Your mercy endures forever.  

C: Your mercy endures forever.  
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P: By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, grafting 
us into your living Vine, and calling us to bear the fruit of your 
self-giving love.  

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying:  

 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the  
remembrance of me.  

  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying:  

 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  

 

P: With this bread and cup we remember his life laid down and 
lifted up as we proclaim the mystery of faith 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

P: Send your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts of bread and 
wine. Bless us to be a blessing. Make us a sign of your 
faithfulness. Send us to tend and cherish the earth and to 
serve the world with mercy and love.  

 

 With all the saints in light, with the earth and all it’s creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, through 
Christ Jesus, in your Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P:  Come to the table of new life.  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy         

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

P:    Receive the risen Lord.  
 

LAMB OF GOD            S112 

 
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

This is the Lord’s Table, not our own. 
Everyone is welcomed at the Lord’s Table. 

 

 Gluten-free wafers available on request 
 

Communion is by intinction from the center isle 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN:             “Now We Remain”      ELW 500 
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COMMUNION HYMN:                           “Taste and See”                    ELW 493 
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POST COMMINUNION BLESSING 

 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
A:   Let us pray. 
C: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home          

among us and are making all things new. Send us now 
to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of 
Jesus, Amen. 

 
 
 

✠ SENDING ✠ 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 

 
P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender 

care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, 
assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 
with those who are sick and imprisoned. In your love and care, 
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, 
and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through 
the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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All stand in body or spirit.  
 

BLESSING 
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SENDING SONG:           “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”                      ELW 536 
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DISMISSAL 

 

A: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
Following the postlude, you are invited to 

coffee and conversation in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
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Office Hours: 
 

 

Pastor Catherine Lemons  Tues-Thurs 9:30 am – 3:30 pm  
612-708-0183                          revlemons@gmail.com 

 

Secretary Lori Yeager  Tues-Thurs 9:00 am – 3:00pm 
575-523-4232                           office@trinitylutheranlc.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
YOUR STAFF AT TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
Pastor - Catherine Lemons            Youth Minister – Emilie Dyer 

 
Secretary – Lori Yeager                  Custodian – Ricardo Evaro 

 
Minister of Worship & Music - Marco Antonio Jimenez 
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Calendar of Events 
 

5/20   Bible Study      10:00 AM 
5/22    D.A.C.F.R.W.      11:00 AM 

 
 

 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are still collecting shelf 
stable items needed for an 

inexpensive complete meal to 
be distributed at June’s food 

pantry.  
 

Grab a bag from the table by 
the Sanctuary, it has all the 

information you need. See Pat 
or Rose with any questions.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

Next Sunday, May 24th 
Please wear red for 
Pentecost Sunday 

 

 
 

Flowers provided by Jeramiah & 
Brandi in honor of Sarah’s 

graduation.  
 

 

 

 
 

Birthdays 
 

5/18    Ed Haworth 
5/19  Lynn Parker 
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Please keep these church 

members in your prayers. 
 

Freda Cheek, Jim Cheek, Raja 

Copeland, Mary Cosper, Dale 

Dannhaus, Maria Dupre, Linda Eib, Pat 

Flores, Ellen Fox, Althea Haworth, Ed 

Haworth, Roger Meyer, Fantasy Miller, 

Kathy Murray, Ev Myers, Marlene 

Nunez, Mary Kay Wagoner, Karen 

Walls, Judy Young, and Jeff Zabel 
 

 

Next Week’s Worship Team  
May 24th 

 

Assistant:  Richard Rakoff 
 
Lectors  Judy Dougherty 
  Linda Schwartz  
 

Ushers  Malinda Dyer 
  Ruth Rakoff 
 

Altar Guild  Judy Dougherty 
     

Children’s Chapel Brandy Dyer 
  Dyer Family 
 

Sound Tech  Jeramiah Dyer 
   Tim Dougherty 
   
 

Readings  Acts 2:1-21 
  Ps 104:24-34,35b  
  1 Cor 12:3b-13 
  John 17:1-11 
   

 

MEMBER FAMILY, FRIENDS & COMMUNITY 
 

 

Many of our members have friends and family in 
need of prayer as well. 
 

Natalie & John Dressel (Sid Graft’s friends) 
Michael Ford (Wagoners’ friend) 
Gary Garski (Ron’s brother) 
Barb Liberto (Don Sexauer’s sister) 
Nancy Montoya (Leonor’s sister-in-law) 
Danny Nunez (Marlene’s son) 
David Nunez (Marlene’s son) 
Po Pozun (Marlene’s friend) 
Nathan Rakoff (Ruth & Richard’s son) 
Melissa Ramirez (Pat’s friend) 
Bob Rogalski (Rose Brandenburg’s friend) 
Ed Sexauer (Don’s brother) 
Tony Mead-Smith (Rose Brandenburg’s 
friend) 
Joel Thompson (Tama Garski’s brother)  
Kathryn Woodward (Sid Graft’s daughter) 
 
Columbia and Jornada schools  
Gospel Rescue Mission  
Mesilla Valley Community of Hope 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

May2026 
 

Operating Funds         Attendance 
5/3 $3,765.00       67 
5/10 $2,285.00       72 

 

 
If you would like to watch the Service live at 10:00 AM, 

please go to Trinity Lutheran’s Website: 
https://trinitylutheranlc.org/   or visit Trinity Lutheran’s 
Facebook page and you can watch the service anytime: 

https://www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces 

 

https://trinitylutheranlc.org/

