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JOURNEYS WITH JESUS AND PASTORS CHRISTA & WAYNE 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

2019 

        575-523-4232 

SUNDAY  

WORSHIP 
 

9:00 AM 
 AND  

 11:00 AM 

WWW.TRINITYLUTHERANLC.ORG 

www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces  

FELLOWSHIP  

COFFEE & SNACKS 

BETWEEN SERVICES 

   Border Developments and ELCA  

   a “Sanctuary Denomination”? 
 

 

Dear TLC community, what follows are some thoughts, facts, musings about 

recent changes with regard to immigration issues and the ELCA churchwide’s 

decision to be identified as a “Sanctuary Denomination.”  Please let me know 

your opinion or if any of the below information should be corrected!   

Border – Asylum Seeker News:  

It’s been in the news.  The number of asylum seekers crossing the border into 

USA are decreasing. There are a number of reasons: the high summer                  

temperatures make traveling difficult; Mexico’s deploying of security forces on 

its southern border limiting the flow of migrants; the forcing of refugees to wait 

in Mexico for the results of their asylum case in American courts (there are           

estimates that there are from 12,000 to 15,000 migrants waiting in Juarez).  

Other federal initiatives have also recently appeared, that you have probably 

heard of:  

 In July, the administration limited U.S. services for asylum seekers arriving 

from Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador.  The change of rules said that 

people from these countries must seek asylum services from other countries 

- be denied - and then they could apply to USA for asylum.  Interestingly, the 

9th Circuit Court of Appeals (in San Francisco) blocked these restrictions in 

their district (California and Arizona), but allowed it to proceed in other 

states. We are now awaiting the decisions of the Circuit Court of Appeals for 

New Mexico (the 10th – in Denver) and for Texas (the 5th – in New Orleans) for 

their decision.  

 This week, additional sweeping changes were initiated by the executive 

branch including: 1) the weighing of an applicant’s credit history as part of  

discerning who is allowed to immigrate to the U.S. 2) Migrant families 

(parents and children together) who cross the U.S.  border illegally could be 

detained  indefinitely.   This new federal initiative would replace the Flores 

settlement that delineated how long the U.S. government could hold migrant 

children in custody.  Some argue that Flores settlement, which limits            

families to 20-day stays in detention, encouraged more and more asylum 

seekers to come to the USA.        

                                                                                                 Continued on page 2 
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Journeys With Jesus...Continued from page 2 

ELCA – a Sanctuary Denomination – Was ist das?!  

It’s been in the news.  The ELCA Churchwide 

Assembly voted to be a “Sanctuary Denomination.”  
  

In one sense, it means continuing the long-standing practices of     

caring for refugees as they are settled through the Lutheran               

Immigration and Refugee Service.  Christa’s and my  congregation in 

Wisconsin helped “to settle” two families from Afghanistan and            

Kyrgyzstan and that was a beautiful, eye-opening experience             

learning about these people’s lives in war-torn areas.  We helped 

them to find an apartment, furniture, job and schools for their          

children.  Our church assisted them in receiving financial assistance 

and medical benefits. Our Lutheran churches have been committed 

for a long time to welcoming the stranger. My mother and father        

in-law were post- WWII refugees from Germany who came to          

Rockford, Illinois via Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service.    
      

The ELCA document, describing the Churchwide’s decision, states: 

“Being a sanctuary denomination does not call for any person,         

congregation or synod to engage in any illegal actions.”   But, on the 

other hand, it argues: “We have a broken system regarding immigra-

tion, refugees, and asylum seekers.  To declare ourselves a sanctuary 

church is to say that we seek to provide concrete resources to assist 

the most vulnerable who are feeling the sharp edges of this broken 

system.”  It calls for each church to work out their response in their 

particular context.    

This “working out” in each church could mean:  

 Advocacy – calling for just and humane treatment of detained im-

migrants and their families. 

 Calling for our politicians to create policies which will effectively 

manage the border using not only enforcement measures but a 

holistic policy that addresses the poverty, public corruption, and 

crime in Central America’s Northern Triangle. 

 Holding ESL or home finance classes.    

 Accompanying asylum seekers through immigration services.  

 Providing housing for a refugee facing deportation. 

 It could mean driving supplies from Las Cruces to shelter in Juarez.    
 

 Rick Warren, an evangelical pastor, once said: “A Good Samaritan 

doesn’t stop and ask the injured person, ‘Are you legal or illegal?’”  I 

agree, but I also believe that our federal government has failed to 

develop a fair, enforced and consistent immigration process. 
 

Do you think the ELCA’s decision to become a “Sanctuary Denomina-

tion” is a step in the right direction?    
 

Let me know!   

Pastor Wayne    

Thrivent Financial Benevolence 
 
During this past year Thrivent          
Financial Services has contrib-
uted one thousand dollars to 
Trinity through its benevolence program. 
Trinity received four different grants of 
$250 that helped finance projects at our 
church.  Those gifts went to the following 
projects and activities: 
 

 Quilting materials for Helping Hands 
(these quilts were then given to Habitat 
for Humanity) 

 

 Supplies and materials for Vacation Bible 
School at Trinity 

 

 Back to school shoes and clothing given 
the Gospel Mission clothing room 

 

 Paid for about fifteen percent of the 
paint that was used to paint the exterior 
of our church 

 

George Timmerman, Council President 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT TRAINING –  
 

The Leadership Development Program is a 

refinement of the Church Development             

Institute program which I attended in 2018 

thru 2019. This program offers leadership 

training that includes an interesting             

opportunity to determine your own leadership 

traits in an environment of thoughtful peers.  

My class consisted of both lay members and 

Clergy. A large amount of time was spent        

understanding how congregations work, who 

they are, what they want to accomplish, and 

how to get there.  This included planning new 

projects or church efforts, obtaining agree-

ment from church members,  determining how 

to implement changes and dealing with          

resistance to the changes using methods that 

thoughtfully anticipate and deal with                

resistance to change or new ideas. 
 

In summary the program has excellent and 

dedicated instructors.  The material covered 

is well laid out, applicable, useful and             

interesting.  ~Richard Rakoff 
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KENDRA HERNANDEZ 

YAGM (Young Adults in Global Mission) 
 

Kendra has started her year of service in 

Budapest, Hungary and invites us to pray 

for her and the church and people she will 

be encountering. You can follow Kendra through her 

blog at: https://adventuresinbudapest.travel.blog 
 

Kendra is still asking for help to raise funds towards her 

year of service. You can visit her fund raising page and 

learn more by googling ELCA Kendra Hernandez.  
 

Note: Kendra is a  member of Peace Lutheran in Las 
Cruces.  The TLC council approved supporting Kendra’s 
ministry project. Watch for more information as we  
follow Kendra’s journey! 

Dear Trinity Lutheran Church of Las Cruces, 
 

Thank you for your generous gift to the Evangelical           

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) to support the ELCA’s 

Young Adults in Global Mission program. We are grateful 

for your support. 
 

Your gift not only helps support this young adult in their 

upcoming year of service, it also ensures that the ELCA 

can continue to send young adults around the world every 

year. With more than 85 young adults serving this year, 

your gift will have a significant impact and will create the 

opportunity for young adults from around the ELCA to 

grow in their faith and walk alongside our global neigh-

bors. 
 

For more information on how your gift is aiding God’s 

work throughout the world, visit ELCA.org/globalchurch 

or contact me at globalchurch@elca.org or 773-380-

2820. Again, thank you for your incredible generosity! 
 

In Christ’s service, 

 
Rahel Mwitula Williams  

Director, Global Mission Funding 

You're making a difference!  

Have you noticed how  

beautiful TLC’s exterior 

is?”  

A Hearty Thanks to our 

Church Painters!  

 Ron Garski 

 George Timmerman 

 Rick Dolly &  

 Don Sexauer 

[And to those people who donated the paint.  It’s 

estimated that we saved about $15,000!]       

mailto:globalchurch@elca.org
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From the Fellowship Committee 
The large round grey tables were sold at the rum-
mage sale.  Our committee has purchased four small 
round tables like the ones we are currently using, as 
they are much easier to handle.  The tablecloths we 
have for the large round tables will be cut down to fit 
the small round tables. 

There will be a Celebration of Life for Wilba Duggan 
on Sunday September 22 at 3:00 pm.  Anyone willing 
to help provide sandwiches, salads, chips, pickles or 
deserts for the reception following the service please 
contact Tama at 405-1018. 

Since the Scandinavian Smorgasbord went over so 
well last year, we decided to have an “International 
Delight” celebration on Sunday November 3rd follow-
ing the 9 o’clock worship service   Please submit what 
delicacy you would like to bring and the country it 
originated from. We will need this information by 
October 28th. 

When using the kitchen and fellowship hall we ask 
you to please put things back where you found them.  
If unsure where they go, leave them out and our 
committee will put them in the correct place. After 
using the fellowship hall, please wipe off the tables 
and pick up any debris that is there.  A rule of thumb 
– leave things as you found them.  Treat the Church 
as you would your own home. 

“Jan’s Lending Library is getting full –
Don’t forget to check out the good 
books and magazines on the cart.  There 
is a good selection and I am sure you will 
find something you would enjoy read-
ing.  

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00.  
We would love to see some new faces and new ideas 
at our meetings! 

Tama Garski 
405-1018 
rtg1965@yahoo.com 

WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE SUMMARY 

AUGUST 13, 2019 

The Worship & Music Committee met Tuesday, Au-
gust 13, 2019.  September 8 will be God’s Work, 
Our Hands Sunday.  On September 15, the liturgy 
will be changed to the one we used last fall.              
Sermons will be based on the Ten Commandments.  
September 22 at 3:00 will be a Celebration of Life 
service for Wilba Duggan.  On September 29, a 
church cook out is being planned.  The 11:00 time 
change for the second service is working well. 

Our new music director, Daniella Cordova is plan-
ning a potluck meet/greet planning meeting for 
August 28 at 7:00 p.m.  All are invited. 

The Pascal Candle is here, and Richard Rakoff is 
building a stand for it.  It will be placed in the front 
of the church.  A summary of the history and the 
use of the Pascal candle will be provided. 

The next Worship & Music committee meeting will 
be October 8 at 6:00 p.m. 

YOU MAY BE WONDERING-HOW ARE LESSONS  

CHOSEN FOR WORSHIP EACH WEEK? 
 

Like most ELCA and mainline denominations, we follow 

what is called the Revised Common Lectionary, which 

means churches all over the country (and actually all over 

the world) are using the same set of readings, Psalm, 

and Gospel reading each week. These are printed in          

liturgical calendars and even in our red hymnal. Like 

many pastors, I usually choose only two out of the three 

possible readings to better focus on one or two aspects 

of the scripture.  However, whenever we do a sermon  

series, we usually choose different scriptures, to go with 

the series. So, in the upcoming series on the Ten       

Commandments, we will be using the scripture readings 

suggested in Luther's small catechism and other         

resources. We will return to the "appointed" lectionary 

texts in mid November when the series concludes.  I have 

given this information to members of the Worship           

Committee, esp. Richard Rakoff, since he is the Worship 

& Music Committee chair, as we usually run things by the 

Worship &  Music Committee before we make any  

changes or do a sermon series. ~Pastor Christa 
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While Las Cruces has only two ELCA churches, 
Glendale has several—from very large to very 
small.  I hope to soon make my choice and join a 
church so that I can once again feel like I did as a 
member of Trinity. 
 

If you are in this area – in any the many cities that 
make up the Phoenix area –I hope you will make 
time to connect with me.  I would love to see you. 
Please stay in touch. 
Blessings to you all, 
 

Ann Steinhoff 
5167 W. Karen Dr. 
Glendale, AZ  85308 
Phone: 575-642-2439 (keeping my same number) 

From Ann Steinhoff-August 2019 
 

Dear Trinity Family, 
 

As I write this to you, I am taking a 
much needed break from unpacking 
the maze of boxes that are crowded 
all around my house.  Most of you 

know that I relocated to the Phoenix area—specifically 
Glendale—in early August.   
 

Most of you know that my middle daughter, Becky, 
and her significant other, David, took guardianship of 
Dave’s three teenage nieces when Dave’s mother died 
two and a half years ago—technically the girls are his 
“sisters” since Dave’s mother formally adopted the 
girls when the youngest was a baby.  Their house was 
the right size for the two of them but much too small 
for five people.  They bought a new house this summer 
and offered to “rent” me their existing house.   
 

Since all three of my daughters live in this metropolis 
called Phoenix, I took them up on their offer. This way, 
I am closer in distance to all of them—that drive was 
getting longer and longer to make.  I’m living within 
walking distance of two of the girls’ schools, so I see 
them most afternoons.  Emilie’s Nathan is 4 and a half 
years old and loves for Oma to come stay with him 
while Mommy and Daddy get a little time without a 
toddler! Guess what? Oma loves to spend time with 
Nathan as well.  And Sarah, my youngest, takes ad-
vantage of Mom’s washing machine and while she’s 
doing laundry, she can spend time with her cat—which 
I’ve taken care of since she went away to college the 
first time!  So, I’m starting on a new chapter of my life 
enjoying living closer to my daughters.  
 

It was hard to say good-bye to Trinity.  I’ve been a 
member since Emilie was 10 years old and now, she’s 
37!  Ralph and Emilie discovered Trinity one Christmas 
Eve.  We had been attending a Methodist church and 
we both were looking for a more liturgical service.  I 
grew up in a Catholic church and Ralph in a Lutheran 
church.  Trinity met our faith needs and we eagerly 
embraced not only the beliefs of this church but also 
the fellowship of its members. It’s been so very hard to 
leave.  Whenever I visited Becky this past year, I’ve 
been visiting various ELCA churches trying to find the 
one for me.   

“Living Lutheran” reader call 

 

From Ruth and Naomi to Moses and Aaron, 

the Bible is rich with tales of friendship. How 

do friendships enrich your faith? By Oct. 30, 

send your 300-word story—subject line 

“Friendship” to livinglutheran@elca.org for  

an opportunity to be published in “Living  

Lutheran.”    

Please keep 
Alan Walls 

in your  
prayers as he 

recently 
moved to       
Pecos, TX 

where he is 
starting a 

new job. 

Thank you for your faithful giving to God through          

the ministries of Trinity Lutheran Church. Second 

Quarter Giving Statements are available in the          

narthex. Please pick yours up today. If you have any 

questions, please contact TLC Financial Secretary, 

Mary Sletten, 525-2955. 

mailto:livinglutheran@elca.org
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Invitation to Visit  

the Federal Court 

House of Las Cruces  

When:  Tuesday,  

September 10th  
 

Time:  8:30 AM (meet at Trinity Lutheran) with an 

orientation provided by Kari Lenander, Executive 

Director of Border Servant Corp. 

We would then drive to the Federal Court House and 

experience the courtroom of a judge who contends 

with individuals who come to the U.S. illegally.      

Leaving and returning to the U.S. without permission 

after being deported once is considered a felony. 

Our morning would conclude about noon after a 

question and answer period with a federal judge.   

Please sign up at the entrance of our church or 

speak to Pastor Wayne or  Christa.  There is a limit of 

15 people. 

God’s Work  

Our Hands  

Community Service  

Activity 
 

Please join our TLC church family on          

Saturday, Sept. 7th from 9-11 am when we 

will provide and enjoy breakfast with the 

residents of the Community of Hope (Tent 

City) at 999 West Amador. Our TLC God's 

Work. Our Hands Ministry Team will make 

Breakfast Burritos and we could use some 

donations of fruit, baked goods, and          

individual juice boxes. We’re  also looking 

for TLC members and friends to come and 

help serve and interact with the residents. 

Please sign up in the Narthex to volunteer 

and/or donate goods! Please contact Pat 

Risk 765-994-0041 or Chris Sexauer 505-

920-5169, if you have questions or to offer 

your help. Wear your yellow God’s Work Our 

Hands T-shirts or any bright yellow shirt on 

that day! 

The family of  
Wilba L Duggan  

      

(who passed away June 13, 2019) 
   

     Invites friends & acquaintances to: 
 

   A Celebration of Life 
 

   at Trinity Lutheran Church  
of Las Cruces 

 

3:00 pm Sunday,  
September 22, 2019 

 

2900 Elks Drive, Las Cruces, NM 
A reception will follow in the  

Fellowship Hall 
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The Crossbeams   

is a monthly   

publication of 

Trinity Lutheran 

Church of Las 

Cruces, New Mexico 
 

If you would like to submit infor-

mation for the newsletter, please 

e-mail it to the TLC office by the  

20th of each month at:  
 

office@trinitylutheranlc.org 
 

Please notify the office  

if you have any changes  

to your  address, email, etc.  

"God loves a cheerful  

giver!"   2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

You can now make a SECURE           

on-line contribution via Trinity          

Lutheran Church's website, 

it’s simple and SECURE. Give a            

single gift or schedule an        

on-going donation. You can 

select a specific category:  

 General Fund 

 Memorial/In Honor of 

 ELCA Mission Support 

 Altar Flowers 

 Building Use 

 Local Charity Work/God's Work. Our Hands. 

 or select other (for a category not listed)  
 

Just go to trinitylutheranlc.org and click 

on the green “GIVE” button.  

THE FOREST FOR THE TREES 
 

Sometimes, I fear the unknown and get hung up on details. While I was 

on vacation, through the grace of God, I calmed down. I realized while 

looking at the trees in the forest and feeling the peace of Christ fill my 

heart; the Lord created the disorganized/organized natural forest.  
 

Each tree, each leaf is different, however slightly from the other even if it 

is the same type of tree. Some trees have broken crooked dead branches.  
 

Even the lake’s natural edge is completely irregular though from the             

distance even from on top of the dam it looks more oval. Nature is God’s 

work of art to be respected, valued and to be enjoyed for many years to come. It is a reflection of the Being who made it. As 

our art work is a reflection of us. It is a living breathing divine work of art to be cherished and preserved for ourselves and 

future generations.  
 

I heard a young “Muslim” Egyptian-American woman on TV express it this way, after being held captive for 3 years in Egypt. 

She was in jail for 3 years for helping develop a program to help street children. She said she was not afraid to have         

children because even after this, “We should leave the world better for our children or die trying.” She may not worship  

Jesus but the Father’s desire for us as a civilization is alive and well in her. 
 

When I experience the whole forest, the smell, the sound, the sight, the feeling of the forest floor on my feet and the breeze; 

I am awed as I realize my “imperfection” may be just how I was designed by the Lord. After all, everyone’s human idea of 

perfection is accompanied by our human limits. God even uses my limitations for good especially when I ask him too. 
 

Engulfed by rustling trees, the sound of the insects, the birds, rabbits and deer, suddenly all my troubles were far away.            

I am filled with gratitude and amazement to experience the inconsistent practical and intrinsic value of God’s creation.               

I  allowed myself to experience the whole rather than focusing on picayune details; which are essentially unimportant.  
 

I realize things just may be proceeding as planned. In the Lord’s prayer, we repeat over and over again as Christians “Our 

Father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come…” I like to think at this moment because of the Grace 

and Faith given to me; I am the child of God I am supposed to be. Tomorrow, I will become more like the person I am        

supposed to be in the kingdom of God when we are fully baked! So, I am really just half-baked! Ha! Ha! 
 

May the peace of Christ be with you throughout the month! 

Claire Sims 

http://www.trinitylutheranlc.org/
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please offer your thoughts and prayers for: Al Davis, Tony & Natalie Anthony, 

Baker family, Lynn Brandt, Tim & Debbie Brown, Jeremy Bryan, Judie Bryan, 

Dorothy Budgett, Madelyn Caldwell, Tammy Combs, Rashawn Copeland,            

Kenneth Drake, Alice Dressler, Rachael Dupre, Mike Ford, Beatrice Garski, 

Gary Heinz, Kathie Hoff, Carla Holzerland, Ted & Stella Jones, Jann K., Kerri 

MacPherson, Veronica Leyva, Barra MacNeil, Anne Miller, Carmella Myers, Dorothy        

Peterson, Lori Ruoff, Devin Self, Miriam Shouman, Arvel Thomas, Dan Tiefenbrunn, Teg 

Tolstad, Magdalene von Zychlin, Bobbie Walker, Maria Warner, Judy Young, family of 

Kathy, Mary Anne.   
 

Serving in the Military: Hurburt Field, FL, Colin & Jason Purvis.  
 

Community Concerns: We pray for God's peace, wisdom and strength for our neighbor-

hood elementary schools, Columbia and Jornada, for staff, students and families. 
 

Kendra Hernandez, YAGM - ELCA (Young Adult in Global Mission) in training before           

beginning her ministry in Budapest, Hungary.  

Please call the pastors, Marlene Nunez or the church office if there are changes/

additions needed to the prayer requests.  We want to care for one another. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS 

AN ELCA CONGREGATION. 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN 

LIFE BY GOD TO: 
 

 GATHER people to faith in the 

forgiving and transforming 

“Presence of God” 
 

 EQUIP people for a dynamic       

role in the “Body of Christ” 
 

 SEND people into the world, 

driven by the Spirit, to “Share  

the Grace” of our living God 

2900 Elks Drive 

Las Cruces, NM  88005 

575-523-4232 

office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

www.trinitylutheranlc.org 

George Timmerman, President 

Kris Hanson, Vice President 

Richard Rakoff, Secretary 

Don Sexauer, Treasurer  

Malinda Dyer 

Patti  Risk 

John Shonk 

Jerry Sims 

Mary Sletten 

Pastor Christa von Zychlin 
pastorchristalascruces@gmail.com 

Pastor Wayne Nieminen 
pastorwawnelascruces@gmail.com 

 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

 

Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary 
 

Danielle Cordova, Worship & Music Director 

Pamela Crume, Office Secretary 

Maria Evaro, Custodian 

How To Find Us: 
We’re at 2900 Elks Drive, just north of the inter-

section at North Main St. (US 70) and Elks Drive. 

From I-25 take the US 70/Main St. exit, turn 

west to first stop light, turn north one block.   

 

SUNDAY   

WORSHIP 
 

9:00 am 
and 

11:00 am  

CELEBRATIONS                     

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary! 

Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org 
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

Pastor Christa: pastorchristalascruces@gmail.com 

Pastor Wayne: pastorwawnelascruces@gmail.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces  

Members celebrating a birthday: 

Mary Cosper 9/02 

Grayson Vigil 9/04 

Kerri MacPherson 9/05 

Rebecca Schmidt 9/06 

George Timmerman 9/09 

Kristen Dirickson 9/13 

William Anthony 9/13 

BJ Kershaw 9/14 

Les MacPherson 9/14 

Andrew Anthony 9/17 

Members celebrating  
an anniversary: 

Don & Chris Sexauer 9/6/1980 

George & Susanne Timmerman 9/20/1975 

Ron & Tama Garski 9/25/1965 

Marlin & Rebecca Schmidt 9/27/2014 


