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JOURNEYS WITH JESUS AND PASTORS CHRISTA & WAYNE 

 

OCTOBER 

2018 

575-523-4232 

 

Ministry and 2019 Financial Pledges  

for Trinity Lutheran Church of Las Cruces 
 

Make love your aim. 

    (1 Corinthians 14:1)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastor Wayne and I have been with you at Trinity Lutheran Church 

for just over 9 months now. Nine months – and we believe God is 

“birthing” blessings among us in ministry. We are glimpsing the 

face of God through YOUR faces, and those to whom we minister 

together with you and because of God’s Spirit within you. Here are 

just a few examples of seeing God’s face through TLC ”church 

work” in the past few weeks: 
 

 The weekday visitor who is struggling with health and money 

issues. He receives a listening ear, and prayer. As he leaves, 

someone gives him a “blessing bag” filled with nutritious 

canned goods, a few toiletries and sundries.  
 

 The confirmation students on Wednesday nights, learning to 

open the Bible and read God’s Word for themselves. 
 

 The adult child of a homebound member, who hasn’t been able 

to visit her mom in more than a year. She is reassured to re-

ceive a phone call and hear yes, someone from our church has 

been visiting her mom. Yes, we pray for her mom every week in 

church. 
 

 Your faces and voices and hands in worship. God’s Word and 

Sacrament means something to you.  
 

 Flowers and pineapples and hula hoops at the Luau Fellowship! 
 

 
                                      Continued on page 2 

Ministry is, first of all, receiving God’s blessing  
from those to whom we minister. 

What is this blessing?  
It is a glimpse of the face of God. 

     

(Henri Nouwen, Here and Now) 
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Journeys With Jesus, continued from page 1, 

 The arrival of cots in anticipation of overnight 

visitors through the Oak Tree program 
 

 Bright yellow t-shirts and the opportunity to 

spend time and share a meal with homeless 

folks at Community of Hope 
 

 Kind faces of various church members who 

just stop in to say hello, sometimes sharing 

something of how God is moving in your lives, 

whether through struggles or through new 

joys. 
 

Well, dear people, October is the month when all 

members and friends of this church will again be 

asked to commit ourselves to financial offerings 

for 2019. Yes we will be asked to commit to time 

and talent as well, which is also, if not more            

important, but we are all more comfortable             

talking about those commitments year ‘round, 

whereas – for right or wrong – congregations like 

to limit their pastors to talk about “money mat-

ters” only for a week or two in the fall – and I 

don’t want to dilute the opportunity!   

Henri Nouwen, the well-known priest, pastor, and 

professor of spirituality, notes how often we 

church people think of financial gifts in terms of 

worrying and wondering: “How are we going to 

get the money we need for ministry? We have         

to start asking for it. How shall we do this?”  

From the Christian perspective, Nouwen reminds 

us, making a financial commitment  is not a         

response to financial needs of the church.              

Making a financial commitment is, first and            

foremost, a way of participating in God’s ministry 

through our church. Making a financial                

commitment to the united, shared ministry of 

Trinity Lutheran Church of Las Cruces (yes, lights, 

bibles, communion supplies, staff salaries,          

computer equipment, paint, toilet paper,             

insurance, and more!) allows us all to share in all 

the ministries of the church, seen and unseen, 

and to encourage each other for even more           

ministry in 2019, as the Lord opens united, 

shared opportunities for us. In Nouwen’s words, 

when we share in ministry, we get to share in the 

blessing of “glimpses of the face of God.” 

Pastor Wayne and I will be prayerfully                  

considering our own financial commitment to 

the united, shared ministry of this church, and 

we encourage you and your households to do the 

same, in cheerful and generous proportion to the 

gifts God has entrusted to you.  

Commitment Sunday is October 21, 

“Commitment Cards” will be available a week or 

more earlier. 

Yours in hope and love, 

Pastors Christa & Wayne 

   Hand-chime Choir! 
 

Announcing a revival of the 
Hand-chime Choir!  
 

We have practice after the Sunday morning service 
on and it lasts about one hour long.  Some musical 
training is preferred but not necessary!  
 

All ages are welcome!  
 

If you are interested in joining us, please let Seth  
Zamora know. 
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             TLC PROJECT OAK TREE  

        MINISTRY TO LEGAL REFUGEES  

WANT TO VOLUNTEER? CONTACT 

PASTOR WAYNE 

Sunday School for  

Pre-K - 6th grade  

10:30-11:30 am 
 

Adults are welcome to join Pastor Wayne's TRIP class during 

this time.   
 

WARM thanks to our Sunday School ROCK STARS Robin 

Quillen, teaching Pre-K - 1st grade, and Haley Baker,            

teaching 2nd grade  and up. Older students are encouraged 

to participate as helpers. Please see either for more details 

or to offer your help!  
 

Check out our Spark themed children’s  bulletins: Yellow for 

Pre-readers and Green for Readers. 

SPARK SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Members, neighbors, friends, and new partici-
pants are all welcome. Please contact Pastor 
Christa today! We can’t wait to see YOU at our 
Wednesday night confirmation workshops! 

Upcoming Theme: 

  9/26 Temptation and Sin 

  10/3 Promises, Promises 

  10/10 Servant Event 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
of Las Cruces 

 WEDNESDAY NIGHT CONFIRMATION  
and INTERGENERATIONAL LEARNING 

Wednesday night confirmation program has 

started at TLC. Come and check it out! Pray 

for our young people and their families as 

they dig into Gods Word together with food, 

fun and fellowship.   

5:15 Art Attack 

5:30 pm Meal 

6:30-6:55 pm Bible Exploration 

Sign up to provide a meal  
(and stay to eat with us)  

Sign up sheet on the bulletin board  

or contact Pastor Christa 

Each week  
confirmation  
starts with an  
Art Attack  
related to the 
bible topic 
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Fellowship Committee News 
The Luau was not well attended, but those that were 
there enjoyed great food and fellowship.  Music was 
provided by Bob Barnett and guest Kathy Peerman 
did a Hawaiian Hula Hoop dance. Kathy demonstrated 
how to keep the hula hoop moving. Emilie, Sarah and 
Aidan Dyer showed their expertise with the hula 
hoop. 

Looking waaaaay ahead – we are planning a Scandi-
navian Smorgasbord on January 13 after worship.  It 
isn’t necessary to bring anything, but if you have a 
favorite Norwegian, Swedish, Finnish or Danish dish 
you are welcome to add it to our smorgasbord. 

“Jan’s Lending Library is getting full –Don’t forget to 
check out the good books and magazines on the cart.  
There is a good selection and I am sure you will find 
something you would enjoy reading.  

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00.  
We would love to see some new faces and new ideas 
at our meetings! 

Tama Garski, 405-1018, rtg1965@yahoo.com 

God’s Work. Our Hands. Ministry  

This years  “God’s work. Our hands.” 
Sunday was held September 9, 2018.  

 

 

This day is an annual opportunity to  

celebrate God's outgoing love for all.  
 

This year we enjoyed a delicious 

pasta meal with the Las Cruces 

Community of Hope members. A 

big thanks to all participants.  As part of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in  

America, we at Trinity 

celebrate our freedom  

in Christ to serve and  

love our neighbor.  

Luau  
fun!  
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Domenici  
Conference  
Report  
 

Pastor Wayne  
 

On September 12th and 13th, I was able to attend the         

Domenici Public Policy Conference at New Mexico State 

University. The conference began in 2008, with the         

high-minded aim of enhancing the public’s understanding 

of regional and national public policy issues.  I’m very 

happy to report that the conference and its lecturers did 

exactly that!       

Martin Marty (of the University of Chicago Divinity School) 

once said that one of the real problems in modern life is 

that people who are good at being civil often lack strong 

convictions and people who have strong convictions often 

lack civility. Speakers at this conference shared                 

experiences where strong beliefs and civility walked hand 

in hand.  It was moving to hear stories of Pete Domenici 

and previous members of Congress who were                  

impassioned in their beliefs, but still were able to                

maintain friendships (and civil conversation) inside and 

outside the halls of Congress.   

Speakers such as Senator Sam Nunn, Alan Kraut 

(Professor at the School of International Service), Teresa 

Gardner Brown (Director of Immigration and Cross Border 

Policy of the Bipartisan Policy Center), John Barela 

(Executive  Office of the Borderplex Alliance), Robert Ford 

(Senior Fellow at the Middle East Institute and previous 

Ambassador to Syria) modeled civil behavior – meaning 

displaying tact and moderation to the people who were 

different from them. It was wonderful!    

Many ideas were presented.  New data and new policies 

for me consider. Here are some tidbits from the                   

conference that I would like to share with you: 

Sam Nunn on Domenici—Domenici encouraged bi-parti

 sanship. In office, he challenged both Republicans 

 and  Democrats that “we all have to walk the plank            

 together.”  He was responsible for such  proposals as 

 the Domenici-Rivlin debt reduction plan, the Mental 

 Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act, and a main 

 force behind the Nunn-Lugar Threat Reduction 

 program (which secured and dismantled weapons of 

 destruction in the USSR). 

Professor Alan Kraut – Historically, USA has broadcast a 

 double message to immigrants: “America beckons but 

 Americans repel.”  Surprisingly, a number of  well-known 

 people (from Ben Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander 

 Hamilton, Samuel Morse, the “Know Nothings,” Bishop 

 Alma White, Samuel Hunnington etc.) have opposed  

 newcomers coming to America.  Fears of depressed         

 wages and loss of jobs; fears of immigrants inability or 

 refusal to assimilate to American culture – have always 

 been part and parcel of Americans rejection of new        

 arrivals (from Germans, to Irish, to Italians, to Catholics, 

 to Japanese, to Chinese, to Mexican and South          

 Americans). We “cherry pick” our facts when we talk 

 about immigration.  

Teresa Gardner Brown (Bi-partisan Policy Center) described 

 a recent survey completed on American attitudes on      

 immigration.  What follows is a quick summary:  1) Our 

 present system is broken, out of control and antiquated: 

 2) the system needs to be changed – be strongly            

 enforced, fair, and consistent; 3) immigrants should be 

 law-abiding, have strong values and learn basic              

 conversational English;  4) Americans want a pragmatic 

 solution; people want compromise. 5) The ultimate           

 solution must be developed legislatively in Congress and 

 not decided by the courts.   

John Barela – Director of Borderplex Alliance – Mexico is         

 an  ally of USA and not a foe. NAFTA has been and        

 unqualified success for both USA and Mexico. The       

 borderplex region has moved from 7th to 4th place          

 in manufacturing in the USA. Immigration fills the             

 employment holes in America.  88% of the loss of jobs in 

 mid-America has been due to automation and not           

 immigration.  

A wealth of information and public policy ideas to consider!   

And the above people were just the first day lecturers!  I end 

with a quote from John McCain: “We believe that everything 

is possible here [USA] because nothing is inevitable.” 

p   Wayne  
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please remember these family and friends in our prayers for wholeness and 
healing: Tony & Natalie Anthony, Brandon Allen, Rebecca Allen, Steven           
Anowlic, June Bauer, June Beck, Lynn Brandt, Jeremy Bryan, Kenneth Drake, 
Wilba Duggan, Russell & Ellen Fox, Beatrice Garski, Cheri Green, Bill Hart, 

Carla Holzerland, Susie Drumm Horton, Ted & Stella Jones, Dennis Kelly, 
Kerri MacPherson, Jim McDonell, Carol McCandless, Joe Metzger, Anne  

Miller, Carolyn Mink, Jamie Montoya, Carmella Myers, Dorothy Nelson, Conrad Picou, 
Ruth Rakoff, Marleen Reed, Myrna Roy, Miriam Shouman, Carrie Snyder, Magdalene von            
Zychlin, Maria Warner, Elizabeth & Craig Jr. 
 

The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office              

Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran  

Church in Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
 

If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail  

it to the office by the 20th of each month at: office@trinitylutheranlc.org.  

Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than  

Wednesday of each week.   
 

Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.  

Please call the pastors, Marlene Nunez or the church office if there are changes/

additions needed to the prayer requests.  We want to care for one another. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS 

AN ELCA CONGREGATION. 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN 

LIFE BY GOD TO: 
 

 GATHER people to faith in the 

forgiving and transforming 

“Presence of God” 

 EQUIP people for a dynamic       

role in the “Body of Christ” 

 SEND people into the world, 

driven by the Spirit, to “Share  

the Grace” of our living God 

2900 Elks Drive 

Las Cruces, NM  88005 

575-523-4232 

office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

www.trinitylutheranlc.org 

George Timmerman, President 

Kris Hanson, Vice President 

Richard Rakoff, Secretary 

Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer  

Lee Beatty 

Dale Dannhaus 

Malinda Dyer 

Patti  Risk 

Mary Sletten 

Pastor Christa von Zychlin 

Pastor Wayne Nieminen 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

 

Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary 
 

Seth Zamora, Music Director 

Pamela Crume, Office Manager 

Maria Evaro, Custodian 

 

How To Find Us: 
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north 

of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70) 

and Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/

Main St. exit, turn west to first stop light, turn 

north one block.   

Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org 
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
trinitylutheranlc 

SUNDAY  WORSHIP 

          9:00 am 
 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL 

         10:30 AM  
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

        10:30 AM 

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary! 

Members celebrating a birthday: 

CELEBRATIONS                     

Members celebrating  
an anniversary: 

Dennis & Carol McCandless 10/11/1958 

Rebecca & Thomas Combs 10/15/2016 

Russell & Ellen Fox 10/21/1984 

Karen Dahmer &  Maria Dupre 10/24/2014 

Ted & Stella Jones 10/28/1969 

Bob & Brenda Barnett 10/29/1979 

Barb Thomas 10/04 

Christine Shirkey 10/04 

Bryan Baker, Jr.  10/04 

Lexie  Giron 10/04 

Brenda Barnett 10/06 

Dale Dannhaus 10/08 

Melanie Leon 10/09 

Lydia Lucero 10/16 

Percy Walls 10/18 

Gregory Briggs 10/18 

Emilie Dyer 10/20 

Murray Kathy 10/25 

Tanner Woodward 10/26 

Jack Wagoner 10/28 

Sarah Dyer 10/29 

William Anthony 10/29 

Tara Gion 10/29 


