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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR GENE
We are restless creatures!!!
A stirring stirs within us causing us to seek that which
satisfies. On the one hand, it’s a good thing–such
seeking (as in seeking improvement) spurs us
forward; we call it initiative; it’s something motivated
people possess.
On the other hand, it can be a bad thing when it causes us to seek
satisfaction, as the once-popular country & western song’s tag-line
had it, “in all the wrong places.” I’ll let your fertile imagination and/
or experience give pertinent examples.
But country & western music is not the only music telling of
the unfortunate places our seeking takes us; the poetry of the muchloved John Ylvisaker song Borning Cry captures the same thought
this way: “In a blaze of light you wandered off to find where
demons dwell.”
How true!!! Each of us has wandered off in a blaze of light, to one
degree or another, in pursuit of satisfying a deep-seated need, only
to have us discover we were looking in all the wrong places, and the
places where we looked were occupied by demons. This stirring,
this seeking satisfaction, was expressed by the church father, St.
Augustine, when he wrote more than a one and one-half millennia
ago, “Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless
until it finds its rest in thee.” Yes, a stirring stirs within us causing us
to seek that which satisfies. Yes, such a stirring spurs us forward.
Yes, in a blaze of light we wander off to find where demons dwell.
Yes, that stirring and wandering continues until that deep-seated
need is satisfied.
Now God (and God alone) gives our hearts the rest we seek in the
midst of restlessness. What the song writers of Looking for Love and
Borning Cry express, and what St. Augustine writes, Jesus had
spoken when speaking to the Samaritan woman at the well. Jesus
says, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but those
who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The
water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing
up to eternal life” (John 4:13f.) Key to grasping what Jesus is saying

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:00 AM
SUNDAY
SCHOOL
10:30 AM

All children Welcome!
Fellowship Hour
Following Worship

Continued on page 2

Page 1

Crossbeams Newsletter

Pastor Gene...Continued from page 1,

is recognizing that he and the woman are
speaking of two different kinds of water: she
refers to earthly water; he, transcendent water.
Jesus offers water superior to that of which the
woman speaks. And Jesus speaks more powerfully than our English language captures in the
single word never (as in ‘never be thirsty’); the
Greek language expresses his declaration as
never, ever, ever!!! the Greek language’s “most
decisive way of negativing something in the
future.”1 In other words, he’s saying, “those
who drink of the water that I will give them
will never, ever, ever be thirsty.” Indeed, his
water is superior; his water truly satisfies;
his water ends ALL thirst.
God (and God alone) satisfies our deep-seated
needs. For precisely this reason we gather in
worship; for precisely this reason we have daily
devotions; for precisely this reason we have
Bible study–to be immersed in that which
satisfies our deepest need.
Peace & Joy,
Pastor Gene
1

Frederick William Danker,  Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament and other Early Chrisan Literature, 3d ed (Chicago/London
The University of Chicago Press, 2000), 644f, see μή 4.

Fellowship Committee News
Per Favore,
visita la nostra
cena di Lasagna
Come one come all! Lasagna Dinner on Saturday,
October 21st at 5 pm. This will be a fundraising
event to assist with expenses incurred in calling a
new Pastor. So please mark your calendars, you
don’t want to miss this event! Doors will be open
at 4:30 pm so you can check out the silent auction
and raffle items. If you have any items to donate to
the auction or raffle, please contact someone on
the Fellowship Committee. Tickets for the dinner
are $8 for adults and $3 for children under 12. The
tickets will be available from Sunday Sept. 10th
until Sunday Oct. 15th.
“Jan’s Lending Library” is getting full – Don’t forget
to check out the great books and magazines on the
cart. There is a good selection and I am sure you
will find something you would enjoy reading.
We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10
am. We would love to see some new faces and
new ideas at our meetings!
Tama Garski
405-1018,
rtg1965@yahoo.com

Thur. Sept. 14th was the first meeting after the summer break for
The Ladies of Luther. As is usual, a program had been scheduled
and speakers from St. Luke's Health Care Clinic came loaded with
some interesting information.
At each meeting, speakers from the community are asked to
come and provide information about their activities within the
community.
A potluck lunch is always provided and all are welcome. Just because it says Ladies of Luther that does
not mean men are excluded. In fact men are very welcome. Watch for an announcement as to the next
meetings interesting speaker on Oct. 12th. For more information, contact Elaine Benzie.

The Worship Committee
will be meeting
th
on October 5 at 6:00 pm.
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FOOD
Why Give?
Before taking the offering, a pastor said, “I
would like to remind you of four good reasons for giving.
1.
2.
3.
4.

What you are about to give is tax deductible.
You cannot take it with you.
The Bible says it is the root of all evil.
If our church doesn’t pay its electricity bill, we will be
singing in the dark next Sunday night.”

But there are far more positive reasons for giving than those
four. The Bible does not teach us that the primary reason for
generous giving is to balance the church budget. The Bible
tells us that we give our money because of our relationship
with Jesus Christ. We give as an act of worship. We give as a
signal that not only have we said YES to Christ at our baptism;
we are continuing to say YES to Christ by seeking His kingdom
first.
That is primarily what the offering is all about, not balancing
the budget, but giving to further God’s work in response to the
spiritual work God has done in our lives.

Herb Miller, Stewardship Nuggets, 1999
We are entering into the last quarter of the year and our
financial outlook is that we will close with a deficit. Is this
reflective of who we are - I think not. We need to work together
and become a growing, thriving congregation. How will you
help?
~Ann Steinhoff

PANTRY
UPDATE
Roadrunner Food Bank will be holding a Mobile Food
Pantry (a Farmer’s Market Style Distribution) here at Trinity
on November 21! They are in charge of planning. Right
now they are firming up the details. Depending on
their food supply, between 100 and 200 families will
be served.
Interested in participating? Trinity is not expected to
provide ALL of the volunteers, but there will be lots to
do. Consider these options and whether you want
to help in the morning, afternoon, or an hour:








Help set up tables in parking lot
Help breakdown/offload food from pallets to put
on the table
Man tables and offer food to clients
“Shop” with clients and help them bring the food to
their vehicles.
Someone to man a tea/coffee station/help people
find the bathrooms…
Someone to help sign in clients (especially if you
speak Spanish).
People to help stay for cleanup/can help volunteers know where to return church items.

Roadrunner will deliver food around 8:30
am. Distribution starts at 9 and ends midafternoon.
As soon as I hear from Roadrunner, there will be signup sheets in the Narthex and announcements in the
bulletin.
For more information, contact Naomi Schmidt, (575)
650-1617 and leave message, or email at
nschmidt@nmsu.edu. Thanks be to God for this
opportunity to serve our community! ~Naomi Schmidt
The Altar Guild will meet
SATURDAY, OCT. 14th
at 9:00 am
in the Fellowship Hall.
We will discuss altar
responsibilities for fall
to Epiphany. All are
welcome. ~Susanne Timmerman
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GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.
Project for October
Coats for Columbia
Elementary School!
Columbia Elementary School is in need of 40 coats or
jackets for some of their less fortunate children. During
October, we will be collecting gently used coats and/or
money to purchase new coats. It is our goal to deliver the
coats to the school in early November, just prior to our
annual November cold snap.
What sizes you ask? The school counselor is collection
gender and sizes for us and we will pass that info on as
soon as we get it. However, you need not wait for that
informationchildren come in all sizes!
Look in the Narthex for coat collection boxes or place your
donation into the offering plateput coats on the memo
line of your check or on the donation envelope.
If you have any questions, please get with Ann Steinhoff.
Also, if you would like to
help take the coats to
Columbia Elementary
School, please let Ann
Steinhoff know.

Library Update

We are working on clearing out a lot of old
books and other items in the library. Some
of the books taken out of the library room are up for grabs
in the fellowship hall. If you would like to take something,
feel free, that would be great! If you would like to make a
donation for items you take, please note that your
donation is to go towards moving our new pastor.
If you have been saving greeting card fronts we have
appreciated it. However, please note that we will not be
collecting them any more. Please send them directly to the
address listed below. You can mail them by media mail
and it will cost less. I used a flat rate box (the largest) and
could only fit about half of the cards in there.
We hope to have the library ready for use in about a couple
of weeks. Thank you to the volunteers who are helping with
this cleanup project.
The address to send the greeting cards to is:
Navajo Lutheran Mission
PO Box 354 Hwy 191
One Mission Lane
Rock Point, AZ 86545-0354
Thank you, Carol McCandless
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As part of Trinity’s “God’s Work, Our Hands” projects, we
hosted a free, community carwash to celebrate Trinity’s
partnership with its community for the past 50 years!
A huge thank you to our tireless workers: Barb Thomas,
Rosalyn Stolee, Jim Benzie, Eric Sletten, Jeramiah Dyer &
his family, Malinda Dyer, Kris Hanson, Hunter Tomlin, Ann
Steinhoff, and Pastor Gene. ~Ann Steinhoff

September 10, 2017
Anniversary Worship

September 10, 1967 was the date we celebrated our first
worship service as Lutheran Church of the Cross, now
named Trinity Lutheran Church of Las Cruces.
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PRAYER REQUESTS

2900 Elks Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88005

Please remember these family and friends in our prayers for wholeness
and healing: Brandon Allen, Brenda Barnett, June Bauer, Elaine Benzie, Lynn
Brandt, Jeremy Bryan, Shawn & Rashawn Copeland, Wilba Duggan, Edna Fox,
Russell & Ellen Fox, Beatrice Garski, Bill Hart, Jill Johnson, Ted & Stella
Jones, Kerri MacPherson, Jim McDonell, Anne Miller, Jan Myers, Maryellen
Myers, Arnold, Dorothy & Barbara Nelson, Nancy Paulikas, Richard Price, Mary Sletten,
Rosalie Spangler, Joseph Szablinski, Joyce Szablinski, Eldon Weehler, Eric Wiesner,
Nicky Zamora.
Serving in the Military: Chris Brown, Hurburt Field, FL, Edward Fongeallaz/South Korea,
Colin & Jason Purvis.

575-523-4232
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
www.trinitylutheranlc.org
George Timmerman, President
Kris Hanson, Vice President
Eric Sletten, Secretary
Lee Beatty
Jim Benzie
Patti Risk
Marlin Schmidt
Mary Sletten
Gene Zeller, Interim Pastor

Please let the office know if there are changes/additions needed to prayer requests.

CELEBRATIONS

==================================

Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer
Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary
Seth Zamora, Music
Rosalyn Stolee, Choir Director
Pamela Crume, Office Manager
Jonathan Crume, Sexton

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS
AN ELCA CONGREGATION.
WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN
LIFE BY GOD TO:
GATHER people to faith in the
forgiving and transforming
“Presence of God”
 EQUIP people for a dynamic
role in the “Body of Christ”
 SEND people into the world,
driven by the Spirit, to “Share
the Grace” of our living God



Members celebrating an anniversary:
Dennis & Carol
Rebecca & Thomas
Russell & Ellen
Ted & Stella
James & Elaine
Bob & Brenda

McCandless
Combs
Fox
Jones
Benzie
Barnett

10/11/1958
10/15/2016
10/21/1984
10/28/1969
10/29/1960
10/29/1979

Members celebrating a birthday:
Joyce
Szablinski
Barbara Thomas
Christine Shirkey
Bryan Baker, Jr.
Lexie
Giron
Brenda Barnett
Dale
Dannhaus

10/01
10/04
10/04
10/04
10/04
10/06
10/08

Melanie
Gregory
Tanner
Jack
William
Tara

Leon
Briggs
Woodward
Wagoner
Anthony
Gion

10/09
10/18
10/26
10/28
10/29
10/29

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary!
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How To Find Us:
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north
of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70)
and Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/
Main St. exit, turn west to first stop light, turn
north one block.
Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
trinitylutheranlc
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The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office
Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran
Church in Las Cruces, New Mexico.
If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail
it to the office by the 20th of each month at: office@trinitylutheranlc.org.
Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than
Wednesday of each week.
Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.

Crossbeams Newsletter

Page 6

Crossbeams Newsletter

Page 7

Crossbeams Newsletter

