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JOURNEYS WITH JESUS AND PASTORS CHRISTA & WAYNE 

 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

2019 

        575-523-4232 

SUNDAY  

WORSHIP 
 

9:00 AM 
 AND  

 11:00 AM 

WWW.TRINITYLUTHERANLC.ORG 

www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces  

FELLOWSHIP  

COFFEE & SNACKS 

BETWEEN SERVICES 

Martin Luther is said to have written a            

considerable body of written works.  If you 

include his lectures and sermons, he’s written 

over 600 titles! Luther composed doctrinal 

writings, commentaries, polemical and         

political writings and there are also 5           

volumes of letters that he wrote to this 

friends, wife, popes, colleagues and             

acquaintances.   Among them is a simple       

letter written to Master Peter the Barber,         

Luther’s Barber. The pamphlet form is        

entitled: “A Simple Way to Pray.”  [I just found 

out about it after all these years!] 
 

Master Peter must have shared with Luther some of his struggles in his prayer 

life and in response, Luther wrote an open letter to guide Peter through            

spiritual seasons when his life becomes “cool and joyless.” Luther’s own           

spiritual life was not a constant high, in fact, he suffered periodically from 

Anfectung -  a sense of being overwhelmed by desolation.  Luther historians  

say that there is no English equivalent. “It may be a trial sent by God to test 

man, or an assault by the Devil, to destroy man.  It is all doubt, turmoil, pang, 

tremor, panic, despair, and desperation which invade the spirit of 

man.” (Roland Bainton, Here I Stand, 1950).  There are wintry and summery 

seasons of the soul.   
 

Luther begins by saying: “I will tell you as best I can what I do personally 

when I pray. May our dear Lord grant to you and to everybody to do it 

better than I! Amen.” He then outlines his spiritual conditioning program for 

when the heart has grown cold. 
 

First, he hurries to his room and reads his “little psalter.”  It’s said that Lu-

ther was completely at home in the psalms because he lived them.  

“They were a record of the spiritual struggles through which he was 

constantly passing.” To Peter the barber, Luther says: go to the 

psalms! 
 

Secondly, he recommends returning to the basics of faith, the Small        

Catechism: the Apostle’s Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten         

Commandments and to pray them!   
 

                                                                                                                                             Continued on page 2 

Share your Heritage on Sunday Nov. 

3rd. The sign-up sheet is in the            

Narthex so you can tell us what          

country you will be representing         

with a dish from that country. This  

will take place between the Sunday 

Worship Services. 

JOIN US FOR INTERNATIONAL  

DELIGHTS SUNDAY!  
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Meeting Summary 
 

The Altar Guild met 

Thurs, October 3rd.   
 

Reformation Sunday, 

All Saint’s Sunday, and 

Christ the King Sunday were discussed. 
 

We will do the Hanging of the Greens, Sunday, 

November 24th at 3 pm.   
              

Advent begins December 1st, and Wed. services 

begin on December 4th. 
 

There will be two candle light services with 

communion on Christmas Eve. Poinsettias will 

also be placed around the altar.   
 

Our next meeting is planned for Thursday,          

February 6 at 10:00 a.m.  All are invited.  

~Susanne Timmerman 

Second Sunday Snacks  
after the 11 am Service!   
 

Worshipers at our Second 

Service (11 am Christian 

Mass worship) are invited to a once a month mini-

fellowship with snacks, on the second Sunday of each 

month.  
 

Come and join us for bagels & cream cheese, and        

veggies. You are welcome to contribute simple finger 

food.  Our next mini-fellowship will be Nov. 10th! 

SOCKS for SOULS 
 

 

TLC Wednesday S.P.I.C.E. Night families started 

a sock drive as a service project. 
 
 

Our contacts at Columbia School said socks 

would be really welcome because people tend to 

donate pants, coats, and shirts, but no socks.   
 
 

We will be looking for fun and functional socks, 

which kids will love.  
 

We hope to collect these in time for the            

Columbia School Thanksgiving distribution in 

mid-November.   
 

 
 

Ms. Naomi S.  
congratulates Emilie D.  
on her  winning entry for 
our new TLC “Socks for 
Souls" benefit for  
Columbia School  
families. 

Journeys With Jesus...Continued from page 2 
 

Since we are nearing the end of our sermon series on the Ten          

Commandments, I will briefly focus on Luther’s training program for 

these “Ten Words.” Luther says: “I divide each commandment into 

four parts, thereby fashioning a garland of four strands.”  What are 

the four strands?  

Instruction -  What is it that the Lord demands of me so earnestly? 
 

Thanksgiving -  What does this Word help me to be thankful for? 
  

Confession – What particular sin am I reminded of that I need to   

                           confess?   
 

Prayer -  Who and What can I pray for?   
 

If this sounds familiar, it is! It’s very similar to the TRIP (Thanksgiving, 

Regret, Intercessory Prayer, and Plant of Action) plan of praying the 

Scripture that   Moravian Daily Text authors recommend.  Luther then 

illustrates for his barber, how he would pray each commandment.  
 

Most important is Luther’s repeated advice to pay attention to the 

Holy Spirit’s whisperings in our meditation and prayers.  If the Holy 

Spirit speaks... pay attention, Luther exclaims!   
 

“If such an abundance of good thoughts comes to us we 
ought to disregard the other petitions, make room for such 
thoughts, listen in silence, and under no circumstances ob-
struct them.  The Holy Spirit preaches here, and one word of 
his sermon is far better that a thousand of our prayers....”     

Perhaps you might be willing to share this with your barber or hair-

dresser!   

p. Wayne  

P.S. You can quite easily access a variety of copies of this open letter 

online.  Perhaps you can discover a 

little bit more about Peter the          

Barber’s life.   
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From the Fellowship Committee 
“International Delights” 
 

will be on Sunday, November 3rd 

(All Saints Day) following the 9 

o’clock worship service.  There will 

is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex 

so you can let us know what           

country you are representing 

(multiples are accepted). Placards will be supplied so you 

can label your delicacy. What a perfect time to share our 

Heritage or any country you would like to represent. We 

encourage 2nd  service attendees will join us.  
 

Advent Worship Services and Soup Suppers begin on 

Wednesday December 4th. It is a potluck soup, bread and 

desert meal that starts at 530 with Worship at 6:30. 

Please come and join us for some delicious soups and 

great fellowship even if you are unable to bring anything. 
 

When using the kitchen and fellowship hall we ask you to 

please put things back where you found them.  If unsure 

where they go, leave them out and our committee will put 

them in the correct place. After using the fellowship hall, 

please wipe off the tables and pick up any debris that is 

there.  A rule of thumb – leave things as you found them.  

Treat the Church as you would your own home. 
 

“Jan’s Lending Library is getting full –Don’t 

forget to check out the good books and maga-

zines on the cart.  There is a good selection 

and I am sure you will find something you 

would enjoy reading.  
 

ALERT: There is no meeting in November or December – 

next meeting is on January 9th. 
 

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00.  We 

would love to see some new faces and new ideas at our 

meetings!   Tama Garski, 405-1018, rtg1965@yahoo.com 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY  

Nov. 3 is All Saints Sunday and we will be 

celebrating all who have been baptized at 

TLC since last All Saints Sunday.       Also, all 

those TLC members and family members 

who have passed on into the "Church         
Triumphant".  Please make a special effort to invite 

family and friends to worship, where recently baptized 

will receive a small gift, and you will be invited to light a 

candle in remembrance and hope for those who have 

passed away.  
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"God loves a cheerful giver!"    
2 Corinthians 9:7 

 

You can now make a SECURE on-line       

contribution via Trinity Lutheran 

Church's website, it’s simple and         

SECURE. Give a single gift or schedule an 

on-going donation. You can select a spe-

cific category:  

 General Fund 

 Memorial/In Honor of 

 ELCA Mission Support 

 Altar Flowers 

 Building Use 

 Local Charity Work/God's Work. Our Hands. 

 or select other (for a category not listed)  
 

Just go to trinitylutheranlc.org and click on the 

green “GIVE” button.  

Worship & Music Committee 

Meeting Summary 
 

 

The Worship & Music              

Committee met Tuesday,  Oc-

tober 8th.   
 

A monthly food fellowship 

starts Sunday, October 13th following the            

Second Service. Light refreshments will be            

provided in the Narthex. November 10 and         

December 8 are scheduled next.  
 

Fall Activities: 
 

 

 The Hanging of the Greens will be Sunday, 

November 24th at 3:00. All are invited.   
 

 Poinsettias will be placed along the altar in 

Christmas Eve.   
 

 A Christmas carol sing is being planned for 

Sunday, December 29th. 
 

A Training Day is being planned for January 

12th for those who sign-up for committees on 

the Time and Talent sheets. Details will be         

announced when finalized. 
 

The next Worship & Music meeting will be          

Nov. 12th at 5 pm.  ~Susanne Timmerman 

Chewie enjoys the cat 

toy made and offered 

by our TLC children in 

their “Blessing the   

Animals” service        

project.  

Thanks Karen and       

Maria for sharing       

the photo.  

http://www.trinitylutheranlc.org/
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HANGING OF THE GREENS 

 

Christmas is such a         

special time of year—a 

time of celebration,  

family, and the birth of 

our Lord. With this in 

mind, you are invited to join us as we 

prepare our church to celebrate His 

birth. There are jobs for every skill  

level and age so everyone can help!  
 

We will be decorating the church for 

the Advent and Christmas season on 

Sunday, November 24, at 3:00 pm. 

We will decorate the Sanctuary,         

Narthex, and Fellowship Hall with 

trees and wreaths. 
 

Everyone is welcome!!  There will be a 

lot to decorate.  Refreshments will be 

served. ~Susanne Timmerman 

Thanksgiving Eve 

Worship and  

Pie Social 
 
 

Do you have a favorite 

fall pie? You are likely 

to find it when Peace 

Lutheran and Trinity 

Lutheran join together for our Thanksgiving 

Eve Worship and Pie Social. This year, 

Peace Lutheran Church will host this event 

on Wednesday, November 27th at 6:00 pm. 

Join us for this service of thanks and         

gratitude. You are invited to bring your          

favorite pie to share at the Pie Social. This 

annual event brings together both ELCA  

congregations in Las Cruces. We give 

thanks  for the partnership that we share in 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Second Sunday Snacks after the  

11 am Service!  

 
 

Worshipers at our 11 am Christian Mass worship are invited to a 

once a month mini-fellowship with snacks, on the second         

Sunday of each month. Come and join us for bagels, cream 

cheese, and  veggies. You are welcome to contribute finger food. 

The next mini-fellowship is Nov. 10th. 

 

 
 

 

Poinsettias will be placed around         

the altar for the Christmas Eve            

services.  If you would like to bring 

a poinsettia, please bring it  to 

church Sunday, December 22nd. A 

table will be set up in the Narthex 

for you  to leave your poinsettia.  
 

Please plan to take your poinsettia home with you  

after the Christmas Eve service you attend, or the         

following Sunday. 
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To be presented between services, Sunday, November 17.  
 

We are praying for an increase in giving by $20,000 in 2020, to provide solid financial footing for our current and future 

ministry through our church.  

We believe God reveals Christ’s eternal love through Trinity Lutheran Church of Las Cruces. With this slideshow, we want to 

show some of the specific Christian ministries and witness which are supported by our financial tithes and offerings 

through TLC.  

We are asking each committee and group to please share between 3-12 photos from the past year or two which show           

ministry in, at, and through TLC. 

We also welcome individuals to send a slide or two of something especially meaningful to you about TLC. 

Your slides might include: original photos of TLC events, artistic photos of a cross or part of creation, a meaningful Bible 

verse, photos of people, photos of your ministry team/committee/family at worship or fellowship, photos of the tools your 

team uses for ministry, etc. Please send your photos marked “For Stewardship Slideshow” to our church office                   

office@trinitylutheranlc.org by email attachment, with a cc to pastorchristalascruces@gmail.com, by November 10th.  

Please contact John Shonk, Stewardship Chair, or Pastor Christa, if you can help with this slideshow project. 

We need YOUR digital photos & slides 

by Nov. 10 for our 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

STEWARDSHIP 

mailto:office@trinitylutheranlc.org
mailto:pastorchristalascruces@gmail.com
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2019 LAM-NM  

Advocacy Conference 
Saturday, November 16,  

8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church 
601 Montaño NW, Albuquerque, NM 

 

This conference is open to everyone interested in learning more about 

advocating on public policies impacting our many neighbors living in 

poverty and experiencing hunger. 
 

Breakout session topics will include advocacy basics as well as issues 

related to our Advocacy Agenda which are expected to come up during 

the 2020 New Mexico state legislative session. 
 

Our keynote speaker is Dr. Larry Rasmussen, a resident of 

Santa Fe. He is the Reinhold Niebuhr Professor of Social 

Ethics Emeritus at Union Theological Seminary. He is au-

thor of Earth-honoring Faith: Religious Ethics in a New Key

(2013) and Earth Community, Earth Ethics (1996) and       

coauthor of Bible and Ethics in the Christian Life (1976, 1989, 2018). 
 

$15 per person, including materials and lunch.  Register deadline is          

November 9.  Please let Pastor Wayne know if your would like to attend 

with him! 

S.P.I.C.E. rock art project 
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Tutoring Volunteer  

Opportunity with       

Columbia School 

Children of  

Las Cruces 
 

Pastors Wayne & Christa and George         

Timmerman met with the principal and         

assistant principal of the Columbia School. 

These principals welcomed our church’s  

participating in their “RTI” program 

(“Response To Intervention) in which our  

volunteers would assist children from            

kindergarten to 2nd grade with their reading 

skills. This program takes place Mondays – 

Thursdays, from 8:30 to 9:00 AM.  Our            

tentative plan is to experiment with a trial 

period, one day a week, for 6 weeks – with         

a group of about 5-6 people. If you are             

interested, please sign up at the entrance          

of our church and talk to Pastor Wayne or 

Christa. Volunteers must complete the Las 

Cruces Public Schools Volunteer Applica-

tion and undergo a “State and Federal 

Background Check” which cost $44. Copies 

of the Volunteer Application are at the         

entrance of the church or can be found 

online at the Las Cruces Public School site.    

Mid-week Tuesday Mornings 
 

  **Sign up Today in the Narthex ** 
 
 

(with a reprise on Sundays between services 

for those who can’t make it on Tuesdays) 
 

 
 

Education/Discipleship Class 
 

A BIBLE, VIDEO & DISCUSSION CLASS on 

the Power of Grace in  Contemporary Life 

led by PASTOR WAYNE 
 

Tuesdays 10:00 – 10:50 
 
 

 Oct 22 1. We’ve got problems. 

 Oct 29 2. What can we do about it?   

 Nov. 5 3. Who are the grace dispensers?   

 Nov. 12 4. Is it really good news?   

 Nov. 19  5. Holy Subversives. 
 

“Vanishing Grace – Whatever Happened to the Good News?” Perhaps, 

some of you have heard of Yancey?  He grew up in Georgia, attending  

rigidly conservative churches and schools, later attending Wheaton      

College Graduate School and the University of Chicago.  He writes on his 

home page about his early years:  “We heard about love and grace, but I 

didn’t  experience much.”  Yancey made his career as an editor-at-large 

of Christianity Today and as a freelance writer, winning 13 Golden Medal-

lion awards for thought provoking books like: “The Jesus I Never Knew,” 

and “What’s so Amazing about Grace.”  
 

“Grace means that there is nothing I can do to make God love me 
more, and nothing I can do to make God love me less.    

It means that I, even I who deserve the opposite, am invited to take 
my place at the table in God’s family.”   

 
 

 

Be sure to sign up today in the Narthex if you will participate in the          
Tuesday Morning small group and want to order a personal copy of the 
book ($8). 
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Posted by KENDRA ROSE on OCTOBER 10, 2019 
 

Month 1: check 
 

I can tell I have been here for a month in many different ways. I had 

to replace my monthly bus pass for the first time. I can actually get 

home from work without having to use Google Maps. And I had to 

come to the harsh realization that tennis shoes might not go with my 

outfit, but they are warm, comfortable, and practical. Many small 

things are showing me that I am actually starting to settle in. Home-

sickness is not longer at the forefront of my mind and I am falling 

into new habits. 
 

Something that has taken me by surprise is the overwhelming  hos-

pitality from strangers that I have experienced. Earlier this month, 

my mentor from Fasori Evangélikus Gimnázium (the school I volunteer at), Orsi, invited me over to her home for lunch with 

her family and then a tour of the Buda Castle and the castle district. That same day, a student of mine also wanted to have 

me over for lunch and I sadly had to say no due to already being booked. Both of these people have just met me and are 

already welcoming me into their homes. 
 

I spent the last week at a Study Session titled Volunteering as a Tool for Roma Youth Participation. The seminar was held 

here in Budapest but welcomed people from all different countries. I made such great friends within this one week.              

We talked, laughed, cried, danced, and even sang old church tunes that we had in common from our childhood (think 

Wade in the Water). Most importantly, we talked through tough topics regarding human rights, intersectionality,                  

discrimination, and diversity. We shared experiences and observances. We agreed and disagreed. We learned SO MUCH. 

Something that was also very cool was that I got to lead a session on Social Media Strategy and had to dig into the caverns 

of my memory for information I learned during college. “The crowd went wild!” So many people gave such positive                

feedback from the session and expressed that they learned very useful information that they can add to their organization 

and lifestyles. WOW. I never imagined all this could happen within one month, and especially in a setting that is very new 

to me.  
 

Follow Kendra’s blog at https://adventuresinbudapest.travel.blog   

30th Anniversary of the Fall of the Berlin Wall – A Special Worship Service 

Peace Lutheran will be hosting a special service worship service with songs, 

stories, and prayers for peace commemorating the 30th Anniversary of the Fall 

of the Berlin Wall on Sunday, November 10th at 6pm. 

 

Pr. Jared will be leading a trip to Germany in June of 2020 (6 spots left for        

the trip). Many of the “Luther Sites” were in the former East Germany behind 

the Inner German Border and was largely off-limits to western tourism until the 

Fall of the Berlin Wall Nov. 9th, 1989, which signaled easing of tensions       

between West and East Germany. St. Nicholas Lutheran Church in Leipzig, Ger-

many held weekly prayer vigils and peaceful demonstrations that rallied East 

German residents and eventual led to German Reunification. Come hear more 

about this story and other stories as we mark this special anniversary. 
 

Peace Lutheran Church, 1701 E. Missouri Ave, Las Cruces, NM88001 

https://adventuresinbudapest.travel.blog/author/kendraroseadventuresinbudapest/
https://adventuresinbudapest.travel.blog/2019/10/10/month-1-check/
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please offer your thoughts and prayers for:  Tony & Natalie Anthony, Baker          

family, Vic Baum, Lori Baxter, Lynn Brandt, Jeremy Bryan, Judie Bryan, Madelyn 

Caldwell, Tammy Combs, Rashawn Copeland, Kenneth Drake, Alice Dressler, 

Kati Dupre, Rachael Dupre, Mike Ford, Beatrice Garski, Larry Holzerland, Ted 

& Stella Jones, Jann K., Donna Kitson, Kerri MacPherson, Barra MacNeil, Jenny 

McCandless, Anne Miller, Ev & Carmella Myers, Al & Marlene Nunez, Dorothy Peterson, 

Ashley Rehnfeldt-Davis, Jenni Russek, Devin Self, Arvel Thomas, Dan Tiefenbrunn, Teg 

Tolstad, Magdalene von Zychlin, Judy Young, Karen Walls, Jann K, Mary Anne, Trisha.   

For those who mourn: Patsy Flores & family, Dan Duggan & family.  Serving in the        

Military: Hurburt Field, FL, Colin & Jason Purvis.  
 

Community Concerns: We pray for God's peace, wisdom and strength for our neighbor-

hood elementary schools, Columbia and Jornada, for staff, students and families. We 

also pray for the staff and residents of the Community of Hope and at Gospel Rescue 

Mission. 
 

Kendra Hernandez, YAGM-ELCA (Young Adult in Global Mission—in Budapest, Hungary. ) 

Please call the pastors, Marlene Nunez or the church office if there are changes/

additions needed to the prayer requests.  We want to care for one another. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS 

AN ELCA CONGREGATION. 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN 

LIFE BY GOD TO: 
 

 GATHER people to faith in the 

forgiving and transforming 

“Presence of God” 
 

 EQUIP people for a dynamic       

role in the “Body of Christ” 
 

 SEND people into the world, 

driven by the Spirit, to “Share  

the Grace” of our living God 

2900 Elks Drive 

Las Cruces, NM  88005 

575-523-4232 

office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

www.trinitylutheranlc.org 

George Timmerman, President 

Kris Hanson, Vice President 

Richard Rakoff, Secretary 

Don Sexauer, Treasurer  

Malinda Dyer 

Patti  Risk 

John Shonk 

Jerry Sims 

Mary Sletten 

Pastor Christa von Zychlin 
pastorchristalascruces@gmail.com 

Pastor Wayne Nieminen 
pastorwawnelascruces@gmail.com 

 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

 

Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary 
 

Danielle Cordova, Worship & Music Director 

Pamela Crume, Office Secretary 

Maria Evaro, Custodian 

How To Find Us: 
We’re at 2900 Elks Drive, just north of the inter-

section at North Main St. (US 70) and Elks Drive. 

From I-25 take the US 70/Main St. exit, turn 

west to first stop light, turn north one block.   

 

SUNDAY   

WORSHIP 
 

9:00 am 
and 

11:00 am  

Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org 
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

Pastor Christa: pastorchristalascruces@gmail.com 

Pastor Wayne: pastorwawnelascruces@gmail.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces  

CELEBRATIONS                     

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary! 

Members celebrating a birthday: 

Members celebrating an anniversary: 

 

The Crossbeams   is a monthly   publication of Trinity Lutheran Church of 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 
 

If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail it 

to the TLC office by the 20th of each month at: office@trinitylutheranlc.org 
 

Please notify the office if you have any changes to your  address, email, 

Joshua and Harriet Dannhaus on the birth of their daughter, 

Norah Lily Dannhaus, born Oct. 21, (proud grandparents are Vicki & 

Dale Dannhaus)  

Krissy Lerdal 11/01 

Johnathon Briggs 11/02 

Addison Dirickson 11/03 

William Hanson 11/04 

Roger Meyer 11/09 

Tama Garski 11/10 

Kris Hanson 11/14 

Robin Quillen 11/30 

Gray Lucero 11/8 

Andrew & Krissy Lerdal 11/26/2002 


