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JOURNEYS WITH JESUS AND PASTORS CHRISTA & WAYNE 

 

NOVEMBER 

2018 

“Idolatry is committed, not merely 

by setting up false gods, but by          

setting up false devils.”   
-- G.K. Chesterton 

 

“...Be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks for a reason for 

hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect.”    
-- I Peter 3:15 
 

During the years we were in Hong 

Kong, we noticed how the conversa-

tional climate had deteriorated in 

the USA. We were warned that           

certain topics were to be avoided 

when we visited congregations. In 

Wisconsin it was Governor Scott Walker vs. teacher unions. On the 

national level, there were the multiple power struggles involving the 

Democrats and Republicans (the emails of Secretary of State Clin-

ton, Tea Party, ACLU, Obama Care, conspiracy theories etc. etc.). 

“Avoid these topics!” we were counseled! It seemed that many peo-

ple believed that nothing could happen legislatively unless the other 

party acquiesced to every one of the other’s position points. It was a 

zero sum battle.    

The battle continues today recently with the Supreme Court           

confirmation hearings and now with the 4,000 Honduran citizens 

making their way to our border.  And many news outlets are forever 

stoking our fires - lacing their reporting with sarcastic jabs, mean 

spiritedness and caricatures of opposing perspectives. Is this the 

“false devils” that G.K. Chesterton is talking about in his quote?! 

Recently, I listened to a re-broadcast (on “On Being”) of an interview 

of Richard Mouw, a retired President of Fuller Theological Seminary.  

He had published a book, “Uncommon Decency – Christian Civility 

in an Uncivil World,” in the early 1990’s when American life was as 

fragile and divided as it is today. I like the title!   

                                      Continued on page 2 



                                                                                                      

Page 2                                                                                                                     Crossbeams Newsletter 

Journeys With Jesus, continued from page 1, 

Mouw is still persevering as a “bridge” person           

in U.S. evangelical Christianity  modeling a 

“convicted civility” – where you can still have 

strong convictions but exercise a kindly civility – 

seeking the welfare or well-being of others in his 

conversations.  Unsurprisingly, Jesus is a model of 

civility for Mouw.    

Jesus associated with all kinds of people (tax       

collectors, prostitutes, Samaritans, centurions) 

but did not sacrifice his convictions of what was 

right, good and true.  And talking with “others in 

gentleness and respect” is what Peter (I Peter 

3:15) taught his followers in an equally hostile 

and violent Mediterranean world.  

Mouw believes that a measure of Christian        

maturity and fidelity is as much about how we 

treat others as about the position we take. He  

offers a couple of suggestions for Christians when 

we converse with others on sensitive subjects.         

First, we have to try to be truthful about other  

person’s beliefs.  This means being curious about 

what others believe rather than telling them they 

believe!  It’s saying:  Is this a good way to describe 

your view?  Can you help me to understand what 

you believe?  So many times we think we have a 

kind of perfect knowledge of  the other persons’  

position  and how he or she arrived at that posi-

tion.   We don’t!  

Second, Mouw suggests that we prepare for        

disagreements by doing a little evaluating of         

our own spirit. As Christians, we believe that      

we have all kinds of motives – good, bad,          

power, aspirations, achievement etc. Some of the          

questions that we can ask ourselves are: Do I just 

want to win?   Am I guided by an unyielding and 

stubborn severity?  Do I just want to put the per-

son down with whom I disagree?  Am I willing to 

think some new thoughts about the issue and 

deal with people whom I disagree?     

Me?  I love Mouw’s message. And I enjoy talking 

about controversial issues too. I’ve learned a lot 

from people who are very different from me.   

“Being civil isn’t just trying to be  
respectful toward the people we know.  

It’s also to care about our common life.” 
~

And oh, how we all need to think some new 

thoughts and do some new things as we seek        

welfare of others and the common good!   p Wayne  
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 Hand-chime Choir! 
 

Announcing a revival of the 

Hand-chime Choir!  
 

We have practice after the Sunday morning service 

and it lasts about one hour long.  Some musical 

training is preferred but not necessary!  

All ages are welcome!  

If you are interested in joining us, please let Seth 

Zamora know:        575-551-1455 

josephzamora54@hotmail.com 

Trinity Lutheran Church of Las Cruces 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  

CONFIRMATION  (7th grade and up) 
 

and  S.P.I.C.E. NIGHT LEARNING FOR ALL AGES  
 

Sign up to provide a meal (and stay to eat with us) 
Sign-up sheet next to drinking fountain or contact Pastor Christa 

Wednesday Night Schedule:  
 

   4:30-5:30 pm TRIP for Adults with Pastor Wayne 

   5:00-5:30 pm  Art Attack and Conversation  
               (activities for all ages)  
 

            5:30 pm Meal 
 

         6-7:00 pm  FAITH EXPLORATION  

Dates and Themes: 

 11/07   Of Tents & Kings 

 11/14   Psalms 

 11/21   Servant Event: Thanksgiving! 

 11/28   Wisdom 

 12/05   Voice of Prophets: Advent 1 

 12/12   Gospel Overview: Advent 2 

 12/19   Servant Event: Advent 3 

Members, neighbors, friends, and new participants 

are all welcome. Please contact  Pastor Christa  

today! We can’t wait to see YOU at our Wednesday 

night confirmation workshops! 

Several times a year the S.P.I.C.E. Wednesday night 

program at TLC will involve a service activity.   

Dear Trinity Members, 

I have been asked by 

Rocky Mountain Synod 

(RMS) to serve as a 

“bridge” pastor for Mt. Hope Lutheran 

Church in El Paso. This all happened very 

suddenly!  

Mt. Hope’s pastor, Matthew Barnhouse,       

received and began a new call as Director 

of Evangelical Mission for RMS on October 

8th. The Office of the bishop has already 

identified a possible candidate who will 

lead Mt. Hope as pastor.  They have asked 

me to “bridge” or provide a transition for 

the church until the candidate is called,   

approved by the synod council, and has 

moved to El Paso.  I am told that this time 

period may continue for  6-8 weeks or until 

the beginning of January 2019. I will be at 

Mt. Hope on  Thursdays and Sundays and at 

our church on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 

Fridays.  

Please pray for the Mt. Hope community 

and its future pastor!  P Wayne 
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Church Work Day  

a Success! 
 

On Saturday, Oct. 13, the Building and 

Grounds Committee held a workday to clean 

up the church grounds. Cool and cloudy, the 

morning started with a hot breakfast and 

plenty of hot, strong coffee. The focus was 

picking up trash, removing the stump of a 

dead tree, and doing some landscape 

maintenance. Special thanks to Elden           

Heiden, Don Sexauer, Claire Sims, George 

Timmerman, and Richard Rakoff for            

volunteering their time. Thanks to Mary          

Sletten for preparing the breakfast. 
  

A HUGE THANKS to John Sletten for           

working so hard on removing the stump from 

the ground the night before the cleanup (in 

the rain!) to make sure the stump was ready 

to go for the clean-up day, as he had to work 

that day.  - Eric Sletten  

Building & Grounds 

Quick Oak Project Update from your Pastors -  
 

The new Trinity cots were used for the first time in October for three young families, each consisting of a parent and a young 

child! What we hoped would be one night turned into 2.5 nights... as bus delays plagued us, so our church cots nearly         

tripled their value in just this first use!!! And since we, your pastors, were the pioneers in figuring out the overnight logistics 

we can testify the cots are comfortable! 
 

This first time with three young families from Central America was a challenging event and a bit of logistical craziness! No 
hablo espanol!  At the same time, the experience prompted a deep spiritual stirring in ourselves and in the many many of 

YOU, our dear congregational members who were part of the dance of 

meals, clean-up, children's toys & story time, buying little jackets (for the 

great cold wave we just experienced), diaper duty, practicing our nearly 

non-existent Spanish, travel arrangements, just hanging out, and then the 

grand finale of accompanying folks to the slightly scary Greyhound bus 

station in the dead of the night!  
 

What a marvelous God we have with us, as we learn to 

follow Jesus’ teachings to love our neighbors, feed the 

hungry, and welcome strangers in small and practical 

ways, face to face, hand to hand, heart to heart. 
 

 

With deep thanks, 

 
 

Pastors Wayne & Christa and the TLC - 

Gods Work. Our Hands. Oak Tree Ministry 

project participants 

 

God’s Work. Our 
Hands. Ministry 

 

For our November project, the GWOH team will 

be collecting blankets for the Gospel Rescue 

Mission Clothing Room. The blankets may be 

new or  “gently used”.  
 

We will be collecting them from Sunday,           

November 4th through Sunday, the 25th with a 

blessing of  the blankets  following. 
 

The Gospel Mission Clothing Room is also in 

need of jackets for adults, youth and children. 

These may be new or “gently used”. Your help 

with this ministry will be greatly 

appreciated!  
 

~Susanne Timmerman 
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Fellowship Committee News 
The Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service and Pie Social will be held at Trinity this year - members of 

Peace will be invited. Ladies of Trinity are asked to bake a pie of their choice for the pie social. We hope 

to see a good turn out with lots of good pies! 
 

Advent Worship and Soup Suppers begin on December 5th.  If you are able, bring a pot of soup, bread or 

dessert.   Please plan on attending and enjoy a good meal, fellowship and inspiring worship. 
 

Looking waaaaay ahead – we are planning a Scandinavian Smorgasbord on January 13 after worship.  

It isn’t necessary to bring anything, but if you have a favorite Norwegian, Swedish, Finnish or Danish 

dish you are welcome to add it to our smorgasbord.  There will be a display table for Scandinavian 

items.  What a wonderful time to share our Scandinavian Heritage. 
 

When using the kitchen and fellowship hall we ask you to please put things back where you found 

them.  If unsure where they go, leave them out and our committee will put them in the correct place. 

After using the fellowship hall, please wipe off the tables and pick up any debris that is there.  A rule of 

thumb – leave things as you found them.  Treat the Church as you would your own home. 
 

“Jan’s Lending Library is getting full –Don’t forget to check out the good books and magazines on the 

cart.  There is a good selection and I am sure you will find something you would enjoy reading.  
 

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00.  We would love to see some new faces and new 

ideas at our meetings!    Tama Garski, 405-1018, rtg1965@yahoo.com 

NARTHEX USHERS NOTICE 

To 2018 Narthex Ushers: If you cannot serve next year, please call 

Larry Holzerland at 575-524-1131 and let him know. Thank you! ~Larry 

Congratulations to new parents, Josh & Susana Sexauer, on the 

birth of their daughter, Ryland Anne Sexauer, who was born on 

October 11, 2018. She weighed 5 lbs 11 oz and was 19” long. 

Ryland joins her two very proud big sisters, Avery & Lyla. 

Derek Jordan and Fantasy Miller hosted a birthday 

celebration for their dear friend Kathy who was 

visiting from New York. Thanks to all of the Trinity 

friends who joined in the fun! 
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Stewardship Story from Sept. 30, 2018 
Good morning, I am Don Sexauer, and I wanted to say a few 

words about how I have addressed stewardship since           

moving to Las Cruces.  Chris and I are retired and living on a 

fixed income as many if not most of you are.  When Chris 

retired and we moved to Las Cruces three years ago, I did 

not know how our finances would work out.  We still had 

half of a year of church pledges to fulfill in Santa Fe, which 

we did. And for the next two years, we were still paying 

health insurance for Chris and did not know how far our 

now fixed and limited income would take us.  So, as I have 

become more comfortable with our cash flow, we have   

increased our giving to Trinity each year, and hope to be 

able to do so in the future.  – Don Sexauer 

Stewardship Story from Sept. 23, 2018 
Not having come from a Lutheran background, I suppose       

I have looked at stewardship from a little different angle 

than most of you. I recall sermons encouraging us to tithe. I          

especially recall the one in which Jesus pointed out to his 

disciples that a woman that gave essentially a penny out of 

her poverty was worth more to God than a wealthier person 

giving a great deal more but without heart. 
 

Fast forward to more recent times in Florida in a                        

congregation much like Trinity. The pastor gave a sermon 

about tithing and it was well done. However, for me the 

words of a fellow parishioner struck a more important cord. 

He pointed out that the more he gave, the more he seemed 

to gain in blessings and ease of mind. He just set his mind 

to an amount and tithed it.  We found the approach so         

novel, we tried it. It seems to work for us; I am amazed at 

the blessings we have received and the money has not really 

been missed. I have to admit though, that we have in turn, 

become more involved in the church as well. 
 

So the recipe I would suggest is to figure out what tithing 

amount would work for you, in view of your blessings, and 

tithe accordingly. ~ Richard Rakoff 

Christmas is such a special time of year, a time of         

celebration, family and the birth of our Lord.  With this in 

mind, you are invited to join us as we prepare the house 

of our Lord to celebrate his birth. 

There are jobs for every skill level, so 

everyone can help. Lets make this a 

family affair!  
 

Plan to join us on Friday, November 

30th at 9:00 am. Come help us          

prepare for the Advent and Christmas 

season.  All are welcome! 
~by Susanne Timmerman 

Helping Hands. Ministry  
Helping Hands Quilt Raffle 

 

Plans have been made for a quilt 

raffle, with the winner selecting his 

or her favorite quilt! 
 

Ticket sales will start November 

11th, with the drawing to be held Sunday, December 2nd. 
 

The raffle is to support the expenses incurred while             

making quilts, such as purchasing batting, purchasing 

fabric to coordinate a particular quilt or the fabric needed 

for the large backside piece of a quilt.  An unanticipated 

expense has come up: a sewing machine donated to the 

church that required servicing. It was been taken to            

Bernia for evaluation; the machine is in overall good            

condition and is being serviced.  The amount estimated for 

the repair is about $75.  The machine will stay at the 

church and make it unnecessary for Helping Hands ladies 

to carry their machines to church. 
 

Helping Hands meets every Tuesday morning from 9:00 

AM until noon, except for the second week of the month 

when they meet on Wednesday morning at 9:00 AM.         

Currently the quilts that are made are being donated to La 

Casa (battered women's shelter). ~Submitted by Ruth 
Rakoff 

Worship & Music/Altar Guild 
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God’s Work. Our Hands. Ministry  
In addition, the bag contains a few treats, and supplies 

such as an inexpensive can opener, heavy duty plastic 

spoons, wipes for cleanliness, and some bottled water.  

The items are put into a blue Walmart grocery bag which is 

strong enough to hold everything - plus it’s reusable. 
 

There will also be a small package of basic hygiene items 

available if needed. This bag will contain soap, shampoo, 

a pair of socks, toothbrush, toothpaste, a washcloth plus 

some other items. In the future we may add a small gift 

certificate ($10) to a local grocery store. 
 

Here are the basics of how it will work: 

 A list of non-perishable food items will be posted at 

the beginning of each month.  

 Donations will be brought to the church by the       

designated date. There will one or two shopping 

carts in the Narthex available for collection of            

donated items.  

 Whatever items are still needed may be purchased 

with monetary donations and some funds which       

remain  from the designated Food Bank account. 

 Volunteers will be needed to put away the donations 

coming in each week as well as to help prepare the 

food bags once a month. 

 The bags will be available to give out by anyone to 

those needing assistance. 

 At the end of the month, current bags will be             

donated to the Community of Hope. This will keep 

the inventory fresh and help ensure that those in the 

wider community are also served. (We will also need 

people willing to be in communication with, and  

regularly drop off items at Community of Hope. 
 

In November, the Blessing Bag Ministry will officially 

begin. On November 4, a list of foods and other items 

needed for the Blessing Bag Ministry will be available. 

There will also be a display so that you can see a sample of 

what the bags will contain.   
 

This will be an exciting ministry to be part of as we           

continue to do God’s work with our hands. 
 

Please contact Mary Sletten if you have questions. Her 

number is 525-2955.   ~Submitted by Mary Sletten 

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.  

 BLESSING BAG MINISTRY 
 

Trinity Lutheran has a history of maintaining food            

resources to assist those who come to its doors seeking 

assistance when they are hungry. For many years, it          

consisted of a relatively small but designated space in the 

kitchen which contained an assortment of food items that 

where contributed by members of the congregation;            

whatever food was brought was what was available to be 

distributed when there was a need.  It was overseen by the 

Fellowship Committee. Most of the time there was not that 

much available to give out to those in need. 
 

Several years ago, Ken Truax was inspired to develop,          

implement and lead a much larger and more formalized 

food pantry program. Connected with the Road Runner 

Foodbank, food was distributed once a week and                    

eventually to twice a month to 150 to 180 families.  A  

dedicated group of volunteers helped receive, package, 

and distribute hundreds of thousands of pounds of food to 

those in need.  Two rooms, furniture, two freezers and a 

computer were dedicated to serve the needs of this           

ministry. In 2017, major changes in the availability of food 

sources for the Road Runner Foodbank coupled with 

changes at Trinity Lutheran brought this ministry to a 

close. 
 

However, the hungry are still coming to our doors looking 

for assistance.  To help them usually consists of trying to 

see if there is anything in the refrigerator or tucked away 

on a shelf that can be shared.  So, a new resource is ready 

for the church starting in November. It will be known as 

“The Blessing Bag Ministry” and will focus on providing 

some basic food items to individuals and to families              

that come to the church seeking some assistance.  It is 

based on the idea of having food and assistance available 

to share but in a more structured set-up. It will offer                

anyone the opportunity to participate in this ministry in a 

variety of ways.   
 

To start with, the Blessing Bag Ministry will consist of a 

basic bag of food.  The premise for selecting the contents 

for the Blessing Bag is to provide basic healthy food 

(proteins, fruits, vegetables) that is nonperishable and 

does not need to be cooked to be safely consumed. 
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Gods Work. Our Hands:  
  Project Oak Tree  
    and Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

When: Tuesday, November 13th through Wednesday          

(or Thursday)  
 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement will be           

transporting families to El Calvario Methodist Church, on 

Tuesday November 13th.  TLC is working in collaboration 

with El Calvario in providing hospitality for parents and 

children before traveling to their sponsor’s location.  We 

will then bring these families to our church to stay           

overnight, provide meals and have fun together!       
 

How can you help?   

 By donating:  disposable razors, tooth brushes and 

paste, diapers, gently used jackets (kids, teens, and 

small/medium adult), small maps of the USA,           

inexpensive watches. 
 

How can you volunteer?   

 Be a driver! Taking refugees to the Greyhound bus 

stop (Chucky’s Convenience Store – 800 Thorpe 

Road).   See Pastor Wayne  

 Be a driver to the El Paso Airport!  And guide        refu-

gees through the airport to the departure gate.  See 

Pastor Wayne  

 Overnight volunteers – one evening (either Tuesday 

or Wednesday night – on incredibly comfortable 

cots! ).  See Pastor Wayne  

STATEMENTS ARE AVAILABLE! 

Please save the church the cost of stamps 

by picking up your statement that is now 

available in the narthex.  Thank you! 

Commitment Sunday Update 
 

"Each of you should give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver." -- II Corinthians 9:7  
 

Early reports from our Financial Secretary suggest that 

many individuals and households have increased their 

financial giving for 2019! 
 

Thank you to all who have already filled out 2019            

Estimate of Giving cards in response to God's love and 

as an expression of commitment to God's ministries in 

and through Trinity Lutheran Church of Las Cruces. If 

you have not yet done so, please pick up a card from 

the  narthex, fill it out and place it in the "gift box"  

located in front of the altar. All financial information is 

kept  confidential by our Financial Secretary and     

counting team.  ~Stewardship Team 

GET YOUR QUILT RAFFLE TICKETS STARTING NOV. 11! 
 

Helping Hands is having a quilt raffle and  

the winner gets to select his or her favorite quilt!   
 

Ticket sales will start November 11th  

and the drawing to be held Sunday, December 2nd.   
 

The raffle is to support the expenses incurred while making quilts, such as purchasing batting, purchasing fabric to             

coordinate a particular quilt or the fabric needed for the large backside piece of a quilt.  An unanticipated expense has 

come up: a sewing machine donated to the church that required servicing.  It was been taken to Bernia for evaluation; the 

machine is in overall good condition and is being serviced.  The amount estimated for the repair is about 

$75.  The machine will stay at the church and make it unnecessary for Helping Hands ladies to carry 

their machines to church. 
 

Helping Hands meets every Tuesday morning from 9:00 AM until noon, except for the second week of the 

month when they meet on Wednesday morning at 9:00 AM. Currently the quilts that are made are being 

donated to La Casa (battered women's shelter). ~Ruth Rakoff 
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REformation Sunday! Worship followed by Bible Basics Workshop - Good News apple treats, rainbow 

bookmarks and characters from the Scriptures. Sola Scriptura, Sola Fide, Sola Gratia, Solus                

Christus, Soli Deo Gloria!!!   

Reformation Sunday Trinity Lutheran Church of Las Cruces, NM 

Thanksgiving 

offering 

goes to 

Gospel  

Rescue  

Mission  

for warm  

blankets! 

https://www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCwgbDZpJB8f_ACrUtDHj-6TJSH098ps3GaoenynQN4uQo9xqWRLiZvOLd1Xv1jpTagQP3FhEm-rbeT&hc_ref=ARSOCO4vanxazwQ64v9RN77iM_PMvufWk4Iwgr1QLBm7ToN8ffhRme-nJdSLCqrd-70&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD0_HoY51lI8DxyfO8rva
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Notes – October 03, 2018 at 6:00 PM 
 

Members Present: Ann Steinhoff, Don Sexauer, John Shonk, Jack Wagoner and Joe Dearing were present. 

Mary Sletten was absent.  
 

Brief discussion occurred concerning actions at the prior Committee meeting held September 6 and the 

recommendation made to consider refinancing the church mortgage. It was discussed and requested that 

all members should be notified about such a meeting proposal and be allowed to comment on such a         

major action, if this  proposal is ever to be considered again by this Committee. 
 

Ann Steinhoff then presented a draft budget for 2019 calendar year which was reviewed and discussed. 

The Committee first discussed the amount of budget allocations from the 2018 adopted budget versus the 2019 proposals.  
 

For the Pastoral compensation package, a proposed 2% increase was added to the combined salary and housing expense 

amount from 2018, subject to Executive Committee and Council approval. After further discussion the total amount of 

$91,344 was to be recommended for the complete Pastoral salary and benefit package.  
 

Salary for the other 4 employee positions was proposed to be increased by 1%. The total amount of salary and personnel costs 

for the other church employees totaled $33,983; which combined with Pastoral costs, created a total proposed budget for all 

personnel costs for Calendar Year 2019 of $125,327.  
 

After considerable discussions, budget allocations were proposed for all other cost items as follows: 
 

Mortgage   $20,412 

Utilities    $15,200 

Insurance   $  7,774 

Finance    $  4,336 

Office    $  7,900 

Property    $  2,184 

Benevolence   $  3,000 

Education/Youth  $  1,860 

Worship & Altar Guild  $  2,278 

Stewardship   $     300 

Fellowship   $     300 

Evangelism   $     720 

Synod/Border Meetings  $  3,400 

Subtotal   $67,714 
 

Therefore, the total budget proposal from the Finance Committee for 2019 expenditures is $193,041, including 

$125,327 for personnel costs and $67,714 in other proposed expenses. This proposed draft budget with revisions made 

this October 3 by the Finance Committee will be revised by Ann Steinhoff for presentation with these minutes to the          

Executive Committee on October 16, 2018. 
 

Discussion occurred on alternative giving mechanisms available as a change from Vanco. Members discussed cost related 

to Vanco which is $669 per year. A new program available is Tithe.ly with an estimated annual cost of about $240, based 

on current giving methods and amounts. There are 3 member giving units that continue to use Vanco. After further          

discussion, the Committee decided to recommend adding the new program with Tithe.ly to start immediately. After this 

new program is up and operational, the Treasurer and others will help the current members now using Vanco to transfer 

and transition over to the new Tithe.ly program. After all affected members have successfully transferred accounts to           

Tithe.ly, the Vanco account can be discontinued, saving about $400 per year. 
 

With no further business, the meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 7:30 PM. The next meeting of the Finance               

Committee is scheduled for Wednesday November 14, 2018 at 6:00 PM. 
 

Meeting Notes by Joe Dearing                                                                                                                          18-10-03. Finance Committee 

Finance Committee Report 
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October 23, 2018 Church Council Meeting Summary  

The Church Council met on October 23, 2018 with ten 

members in attendance.  The meeting covered minutes 

from the previous Council meeting, financial reports, and 

committee reports.  Pastor Wayne  continued the discussion 

about leadership in the church.   
 

During the committee reports session, a lengthy discussion 

about next year’s budget was discussed.  One important 

part of the discussion centered on moving away from 

’Simply Giving’ and moving to ‘Tithe.ly’.  During the business 

portion of the meeting the following items were discussed:  

the Nominating committee for 2019, a document entitled 

“Council  Ministry Description” which outlines the duties, 

expectations, and guidelines for Council members.  This will 

be brought to the congregation for a vote.   
 

Motions were made and passed to move funds from the Food Pantry account and Cash reserves to the 

operating budget, to move funds from the food pantry account to the Blessing Bag ministry account, and 

to move funds from the Nursery account to the Project Oak Tree account.  Another item discussed and 

passed as a motion concerns the use of a room in the church for storing Columbia Elementary school  

donations thru the end of January 2019.   
 

One last area of discussion involved donation of offerings for the  

Thanksgiving and Advent services.  The Advent offerings donation 

will be discussed in the November Council meeting.  A motion was 

made and passed to donate the Thanksgiving service offering to 

the Gospel Rescue mission to purchase blankets.  The next            

meeting of the Council will be on November 27, 2018 at 6:00 PM. 
 

  ~Submitted by Richard Rakoff 

Council News 

Advent mid-week  

Worship Schedule: 
 

Wednesday, 

December 5th, 12th & 19th  

5:30 Soup Supper 

6:30 Worship 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please offer your thoughts and prayers for: Tony & Natalie Anthony, Brandon 
Allen, Rebecca Allen, Steven Anowlic, June Beck, Lynn Brandt, Jeremy Bryan, 
Kenneth Drake, Wilba Duggan, Russell & Ellen Fox, Beatrice Garski, Cheri 
Green, Bill Hart, Carla Holzerland, Susie Drumm, Ted & Stella Jones, Dennis 

Kelly, Rosa Sharon Kerr, Kerri MacPherson, Robert Lustig, Jim McDonell, 
Joe Metzger, Anne  Miller, Carolyn Mink, Jaime  Montoya, Ev & Carmella  

Myers, Dorothy Nelson, Conrad Picou, Ruth Rakoff, Marleen Reed, Myrna Roy, Miriam 
Shouman, Carrie Snyder, Magdalene von Zychlin, Maria Warner, Elizabeth & Craig Jr, 
family & friends of June Bauer. 
 

The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office              

Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran  

Church in Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
 

If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail  

it to the office by the 20th of each month at: office@trinitylutheranlc.org.  

Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than  

Wednesday of each week.   
 

Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.  

Please call the pastors, Marlene Nunez or the church office if there are changes/

additions needed to the prayer requests.  We want to care for one another. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS 

AN ELCA CONGREGATION. 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN 

LIFE BY GOD TO: 
 

 GATHER people to faith in the 

forgiving and transforming 

“Presence of God” 

 EQUIP people for a dynamic       

role in the “Body of Christ” 

 SEND people into the world, 

driven by the Spirit, to “Share  

the Grace” of our living God 

2900 Elks Drive 

Las Cruces, NM  88005 

575-523-4232 

office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

www.trinitylutheranlc.org 

George Timmerman, President 

Kris Hanson, Vice President 

Richard Rakoff, Secretary 

Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer  

Lee Beatty 

Dale Dannhaus 

Malinda Dyer 

Patti  Risk 

Mary Sletten 

Pastor Christa von Zychlin 

Pastor Wayne Nieminen 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

 

Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary 
 

Seth Zamora, Music Director 

Pamela Crume, Office Manager 

Maria Evaro, Custodian 

 

How To Find Us: 
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north 

of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70) 

and Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/

Main St. exit, turn west to first stop light, turn 

north one block.   

Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org 
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
trinitylutheranlc 

SUNDAY  WORSHIP 

          9:00 am 
 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL 

         10:30 AM  
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

        10:30 AM 

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary! 

CELEBRATIONS                     

Members celebrating an anniversary: 

Andrew & Krissy Lerdal 11/26/2002 

Members celebrating a birthday: 

Krissy Lerdal 11/01 

Johnathon Briggs 11/02 

Addison Dirickson 11/03 

William Hanson 11/04 

Meyer Roger 11/09 

Tama Garski 11/10 

Kris Hanson 11/14 

Robin Quillen 11/30 


