NOVEMBER
2017
FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR GENE
We’ve started three (3) Bible studies!!! And they are
ALL different!!!
While our initial intent was to initiate two (2) Bible
studies, your responses demanded having three (3),
accommodating the schedules of nineteen of twenty
respondents–that’s a 95% satisfaction rate!!!
The Sunday morning Bible study, held immediately following Fellowship Time in the Fellowship Hall, focuses on the Scripture readings
we just heard in worship. In this way, we’re able to explore your
questions, those things that you find puzzling, and any ‘Ah hahs!’
that have occurred.
The Monday night Bible study, held at 7:00 pm, focuses on the
Scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday. Your sharing insights,
and raising question on those portions you find puzzling assist me in
shaping Sunday’s sermon.
The Wednesday morning Bible study, held at 10:00 am, focuses on
the book of Revelation, that seemingly obscure book of the Bible.
Upon attending, you will quickly discover each of these to be quite
unlike any Bible study you may have previously attended or might be
presently imagining; these focus on those topics of interest to you. In
contrast to typical Bible studies (often consisting of printed material,
a teacher’s lesson plan reflecting an agenda, or handouts hurriedly
downloaded from the Internet), these studies pursue those topics on
the mind of those attending that day. Since one purpose is to assist
attendees in faith formation and spiritual development, I frequently
conclude with this comment/request: “If you are being fed here in
Bible study, tell another (so others can also be fed); if you are not
being fed, tell me (so your hunger can be satisfied)!!!”
Closing thoughts: First, three characteristics appear to be present in
pulsating, thriving, vital congregations: 1) being in prayer; 2) being in
the Word of God; and 3) reaching outside the church building with
the gospel. Being in the Word of God–in this case, studying the
written Word of God–assists in deepening spiritual development
along our baptismal walk, nurturing faith development, bringing the
000
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Pastor Gene...Continued from page 1,

Word of God into daily life, equipping participants
as the second of three elements of TLC’s Mission
Statement highlights: Gather, Equip, Send.
Second, a story comes to mind: A visitor attended
four consecutive Sunday morning worship services at
a particular congregation. On the fourth Sunday,
during the announcements at the conclusion of the
worship service, the visitor strolled to the front, stood
at the microphone, and addressed the congregation.
He told of his experience with this congregation, and
announced that this was his final Sunday worshiping
with them because, as he related, one of two
possibilities is true: 1) either the message being
proclaimed was NOT true, or 2) the people did NOT
believe it. He departed seeking a pulsating, thriving,
vital congregation.
Yes, we are gathered, equipped, sent.
Come; you will see–you will be equipped!!!
Peace & Joy,
Pastor Gene
Members of Trinity please
help us in celebrating our
50th Anniversary by filling
out a form (available in the
narthex) that will give us
some information about
you. The information will be used to create a couple of displays
for our celebration. We are asking you to list your hometown,
how long you have been a Lutheran and how long you have
been a member of Trinity. Thanks for your help.
George Timmerman

On October 12th, the Ladies of
Luther hosted Teresa Phillips
from El Caldito soup
kitchen. The kitchen began
in 1984 and is located at
their present location since
1998 (999 West Amador at
Community of Hope). 200 300 people are served a hot meal
daily, 365 days annually. Anyone who shows
up will receive a free meal.
The kitchen accepts clean, used items like:
jars and plastic containers such as cottage
cheese. But don't forget the lids!
Her presentation was enjoyed by everyone
present.
The November program is in the works, please
keep an eye out for information.
Thank you, Elaine Benzie

Sing to the Glory of God!
The Transition team (I was a member),
reported last year that a majority of our
congregation desired a more active music
program (including choirs). It is lovely to
listen to beautiful music at our Sunday
Services, however, this is not a "spectator
sport." Our choir members are not hired,
they are you, me, you, and you. If you can
sing hymns during worship services, you can
sing in a choir. We are not singing to the
glory of us, but to the Glory of
God. Please join us.
Thank you, Lee Beatty
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An Altar Guild meeting was
held on Saturday, October 14,
2017 at 9:00 am, with
eight members in attendance. Plans were made
for Altar Guild support
thru Epiphany. Dates
were discussed and plans were made for:
Reformation Sunday, October 29, 2017, the
500th year of the Reformation; All Saints
Sunday, November 5, 2017; Advent: hanging
of greens on November 26, 2017; four
Advent Sunday services, December 3, 10,
14, and 24th; Advent mid-week Soup Supper
at 5:30 pm with one-half hour Worship at
6:30 pm; Christmas Eve Service at 6:30 pm;
Congregation to bring poinsettias (all colors)
to sanctuary on December 23rd between
10:00 and 11:30 am and Epiphany service
to be held January 7, 2018. Tree and greens
will come down prior to January 7th.
A short discussion on the 2018 budget held
with final numbers to be determined at a
later date.
The next meeting of the Altar guild is
planned for January 27, 2018 at 9:00 am in
the Fellowship hall.

NOVEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER:
Nov 5
All Saints Sunday
Nov 19 Consecration Sunday
Nov 21 Mobile Foodbank Distribution
Nov 22 Thanksgiving Eve Worship (at Peace)
Nov 26 Christ the King Sunday
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A Prayer of
Thanksgiving...
Almighty God, our heavenly
Father, Your mercies are
new to us every morning, and, though we have
in no way deserved Your goodness, You
abundantly provide for all our needs of body
and soul: Give us, we pray, Your Holy Spirit,
that we may heartily acknowledge Your
merciful goodness toward us, give thanks for
all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
Amen. (ELH, p. 166)
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Join us

Thursday, November 9th
at 11:30 am
for a potluck lunch and a special presentation from
the Alzheimer's Association, New Mexico Chapter’s
Las Cruces Office.

The New Mexico Chapter serves Alzheimer’s
families around the state through support
groups, a statewide Helpline, information kits,
resource information, a speakers bureau,
training workshops, education conferences,
health fairs, quarterly newsletters, Safe Return,
Project Lifesaver, a respite assistance program
and advocacy.
All are welcome to attend!
For more information, contact Elaine Benzie.
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Thanksgiving Dinner
If you are here and your family is not,
remember, you are not alone this
Thanksgiving holiday. Trinity is hosting a pot-luck Thanksgiving dinner. All
are welcome, so invite non-church friends to join us!
The turkey, dressing, and gravy is provided – you
help finish the meal by bringing a side dish or
dessert. The sign-up sheet is located in the Narthex.
If you have questions, give Ann Steinhoff a call at
575-642-2439 or send her an email.
When: Thanksgiving Day – 2:00 p.m.
Where: Fellowship Hall
Sign-up sheet can be found in the Narthex.

MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
Roadrunner Food Bank will be holding a Mobile Food Pantry here at
Trinity on November 21! Depending on their food supply, between 100
and 200 families will be served. Interested in participating? Trinity is
not expected to provide ALL of the volunteers, but there will be lots
to do. Consider these options and whether you want to help in the
morning, afternoon, or an hour:
 Help set up tables in parking lot
 Help breakdown/offload food from pallets to put on the table
 “Shop” with clients and help them bring the food to their vehicles.
 Someone to man a tea/coffee station/help people find the bathrooms.
 Someone to help sign in clients (especially if you speak Spanish).
 People to stay for cleanup/can help volunteers know where to return church items.
Roadrunner will deliver food around 8:30 am. Distribution starts at 9 am and ends midafternoon. There will be sign-up sheets in the Narthex and additional announcements in the bulletin.
We encourage you to get out your Yellow God’s Work. Our Hands. T-shirts and come out and help us on
that day! For more information, contact Naomi Schmidt, (575) 650-1617 and leave message, or email
at nschmidt@nmsu.edu. Thanks be to God for this opportunity to serve our community!

YOUTH FUNDRAISER
Two of our youth are raising money to attend the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston June 27th. One of our
fundraisers is selling Braided Bread. If you’ve never tasted this, you’re in for a treat. We have a couple of
loaves that we’ll bake so that you can have a taste.
We will be taking orders for Braided Bread beginning in November with delivery scheduled for December—
just in time for Christmas.
If you can help us out and take an order form to your workplace or neighborhood and collect orders, please let Ann Steinhoff know. We appreciate your
support in not only buying the product, but also in helping us secure orders.
The more we sell, the greater our profit.
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I INVITE YOU TO ATTEND!!!
We've begun three (3) Bible Studies, each of which, I guarantee, will
help you in your faith walk!!!
Each has a different focus:
 11:00 am Sunday morning--we'll take an
in-depth look at the Gospel and Old Testament
readings we've just heard in worship that day,
answering questions the group may have, and
applying it to our everyday lives.
 7:00 pm Monday evening--we'll study the
Gospel and Old Testament readings for the
upcoming Sunday.
 10:00 am Wednesday morning--we're studying
the Book of Revelation.
I invite you using the words of Jesus as recorded in
John 1:39, "Come and you will see." Come and be
challenged; come with your questions; come and
you will see!!!
Pastor Gene Zeller
It’s that time again. Time for the semiannual cleanup at Trinity! As we get
ready for Bishop Gonia’s visit for our
50th anniversary, we need to get trash
picked up around the property, weeds
cleared, ect. The cleanup day is
scheduled for November 11th.
The Building & Grounds Committee will provide
coffee and doughnuts starting at 9:00. The cleanup is
scheduled from 9:00 to no later than 11:00. If you have
a trash pickup tool, that would be helpful. Come join
the party. See you there! - Eric Sletten

Let’s get ready for Christmas!

All families are welcome to
come and join in the fun!
Page 6

Crossbeams Newsletter

Fellowship Committee News
Quilt
Raffle

We had a great turnout at the
Lasagna Dinner on Saturday,
October 21st. We would like to
thank everyone who attended
the dinner, bought raffle
tickets and participated in the
silent auction. There was a nice
variety of items that were
donated for the sale.

A big thank you to Bob Barnett for playing the
organ during the Lasagna Dinner. Congratulations
to our raffle winner, Ruth Rakoff, who won this
beautiful quilt.
The net profit from the evening was $1,528! That
amount includes cash donations that were
received. All money raised will go towards helping
cover the expenses to call a new Pastor.
“Jan’s Lending Library” is getting full – Don’t forget
to check out the many good books and magazines
on the cart. Come and see what’s available, you
might just find something you’d like!
We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the
month at 10 am. We would
love to see some new faces
and new ideas at our
meetings! ~Tama Garski
405-1018
rtg1965@yahoo.com

As an idea for the
upcoming 50th anniversary of the church, I
would like to have
the congregation help
create something that
regular members, and
visitors alike, can look at before attending
service that would show a glimpse of Lutheran
Church of the Crosses’/Trinity’s past. I’ve selected
the purple bulletin board next to the Pastor’s
door for this display. This was approved by the
50th Anniversary Committee.
Please help with this project by posting your
pictures, cards, or some other item that is from
Lutheran Church of the Crosses’/Trinity’s past on
the bulletin board. Let’s all help celebrate 50
great years of Lutheran Church of the Cross/
Trinity. – Eric Sletten
Our sincere condolences to Sara
Conron whose husband Paul
passed away a few weeks
ago. Sara and Paul were
“snowbirds” from Canada and not
able to come to Las Cruces the
past few winters because of his
need to be near Canadian medical facilities. For those
wishing to send a sympathy card, please contact Pam
in the Trinity office and she can give you Sara's
current contact information.

Consecration Sunday

Consecration Sunday is coming, ready or not, on November 19, 2017. It will be slightly later this year but we need to get it
done so that plans can be made for next year’s ministries and church functions.
Please consider your blessings this year—as we know from experience and have read in the Scriptures, we are blessed to
be able to give; see Acts 20:35—and about how you can contribute to the multitude of ministries of our church community
throughout the coming year. As I mentioned in a temple talk, the more I have given of my time and money, the more I have
received. I invite you to join me in considering how we can forward our ministries by the giving of our time, talents and
resources.
On this consecration Sunday, as we have in the past, we will fill out pledge cards. As difficult
as it may be, please consider increasing your pledge amount. For those who have trouble
predicting the future (all of us?) the Stewardship committee is considering alternatives to a
simple pledge increase.
Time and talents sheets will be available for those who have not yet filled one out.
Richard Rakoff, Stewardship Committee
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FM Enhanced Hearing System (EHS) for the Sanctuary
Recently, the sound system electronic equipment was relocated to the rear
of the sanctuary for improved “real time” control of the room audio for the
pastor, assistant at the altar, and presenter at the lectern. This eliminated
some problems of lower sound system audio due to the varied voice
projection of the individual and distance from the microphone. However,
there still exists the problem of hearing difficulty, even under good audio
conditions.
Statistics show that approximately 8 percent of a group audience has
experienced causes related to hearing difficulty. This loss can either be
inherited from the parent, acquired from illness, ototoxic (ear-damaging)
drugs, exposure to loud noise, head injury, or the aging process. This loss
may occur by itself or with tinnitus (ringing in the ears).
The building and grounds committee is considering a system that may help those that still have difficulty
hearing the spoken voice clearly during the service. This system would entail the following:
1. Use of a FM (frequency modulation) transmitter in the sanctuary that would transmit in the
commercial FM band (88-108 Mhz). The FM transmitter (connected to the output of the sanctuary audio
amplifier) would then broadcast the audio signal within the room. The signal would be fixed at a
frequency in the FM band that would not interfere with another FM station. (Note, the signal would be of
a level that would not be received by the surrounding community.)
2. To receive this FM signal, a portable device (i.e. hand held/pocket size FM receiver) would be required.
A web search showed that a small portable FM receiver, with a 3.5 mm jack to plug in ear buds for
personal listening, would meet the requirement. The receiver would be tuned to the transmitter frequency and adjusted to the audio volume as needed. Ear buds would be used in lieu of headphones or the
use of the FM portable radio speaker.
If the individual already has a portable FM receiver with a 3.5 mm ear bud jack and ear buds, then
perhaps it could be used for reception. If not, the receiver and ear buds could be purchased by the user.
In either case, the individual would own the receiver/ear buds, maintain it, and bring it to service for use.
A nice portable FM receiver and ear bud was found in our web search that would meet the user
requirements. Cost would be under 30 dollars.
Please consider whether this system would be of benefit to your worship experience. A survey will be
initiated in the near future to determine the number of individuals who would be interested in utilizing
this FM system for enhanced hearing listening. Based on the survey response a follow up meeting will be
held to provide more detail information, and answer any questions on the system/portable FM receiver
requirements.
In the coming Sundays, please keep this information in mind. If you
have difficulty in hearing the spoken word during the worship service,
please respond to the survey if you are interested in learning more
about this system and may want to use this system.
…thank you.
Elden Heiden
Building and Grounds Committee
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Trinity Lutheran Church

PRAYER REQUESTS

2900 Elks Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88005

Please remember these family and friends in our prayers for wholeness
and healing: Rebecca Allen, Brenda Barnett, June Bauer, Elaine Benzie, Lynn
Brandt, Jeremy Bryan, Shawn & Rashawn Copeland, Wilba Duggan, Edna Fox,
Russell & Ellen Fox, Beatrice Garski, Bill Hart, Jill Johnson, Ted & Stella
Jones, Kerri MacPherson, Jim McDonell, Anne Miller, Jan Myers, Maryellen
Myers, Arnold, Dorothy & Barbara Nelson, Nancy Paulikas, Richard Price, Joseph
Szablinski, Joyce Szablinski, Eldon Weehler, Eric Wiesner, Nicky Zamora, Nancie Ziemke.
Serving in the Military: Chris Brown, Hurburt Field, FL, Edward Fongeallaz/South Korea,
Colin & Jason Purvis.

575-523-4232
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
www.trinitylutheranlc.org
George Timmerman, President
Kris Hanson, Vice President
Eric Sletten, Secretary
Lee Beatty
Jim Benzie
Patti Risk
Marlin Schmidt
Mary Sletten
Gene Zeller, Interim Pastor
==================================

Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer
Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary
Seth Zamora, Music
Rosalyn Stolee, Choir Director
Pamela Crume, Office Manager
Jonathan Crume, Sexton

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS
AN ELCA CONGREGATION.
WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN
LIFE BY GOD TO:
GATHER people to faith in the
forgiving and transforming
“Presence of God”
 EQUIP people for a dynamic
role in the “Body of Christ”
 SEND people into the world,
driven by the Spirit, to “Share
the Grace” of our living God


Please let the office know if there are changes/additions needed to prayer requests.

CELEBRATIONS
Members celebrating an anniversary:
Andrew & Krissy Lerdal 11/26/2002
Members celebrating a birthday:
Krissy
Johnathon
Addison
William
Tama
Kris

Lerdal
Briggs
Dirickson
Hanson
Garski
Hanson

11/01
11/02
11/03
11/04
11/10
11/14

Elaine
Robin

Benzie
Quillen

11/20
11/30

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary!

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:00 am
SUNDAY
SCHOOL
10:30 AM
How To Find Us:
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north
of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70)
and Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/
Main St. exit, turn west to first stop light, turn
north one block.
Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
trinitylutheranlc
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The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office
Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran
Church in Las Cruces, New Mexico.
If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail
it to the office by the 20th of each month at: office@trinitylutheranlc.org.
Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than
Wednesday of each week.
Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.
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