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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR PAUL
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By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another -Jesus speaking to his disciples in
the Gospel of John, 13:35
This is my second to last article for the Crossbeams
newsletter at Trinity. That means it is time to start wrapping
up the past year and begin the difficult task of forming
parting words. This is always a bittersweet experience!
I can say with some assurance that Trinity is in a better place emotionally and
spiritually now than it was a year ago in March of 2016. I have done what I can
and I have taken the interim task seriously, but the credit ultimately belongs to
the members of Trinity. You have made the change, which means that you have
the ability to continue to maintain and develop a mission focus while growing
into a more compassionate and forgiving community on your own. Your next
pastor can join you in your efforts, but you will already be moving in a new and
positive direction. If there are setbacks, you should be able to deal with them
compassionately.
This does not mean that perfection has descended miraculously upon the
church. When that happens the world will likely end. I am not holding my
breath. In fact, it is the imperfections of life that feed our growth and let us
know what it is we need to work on. As always, the light casts a shadow, so we
keep growing. As Luther wisely noted, we are "saints and sinners at the same
time." Though we will not achieve perfection there is no need to despair that we
may never improve in our capacity to trust in God or to love and forgive others or
ourselves. Paul emphasizes how we are always growing into the image of Christ
as we die and rise daily.
As the months have passed I have seen many of you start to get more involved
in our church life in positive ways. This gives me hope, which always spawns
new ideas and creative efforts. I am pleased to hear that many if not all of you
are open to a female pastor this time around. This is far from decided, but I
know many women in ministry and they have been strong and vital leaders in
our churches. I wouldn't have assumed that openness a year ago, though I
obviously did not know you then as I do now. What I do know is that your
openness to new and creative ideas for ministry will be a boon to your new
pastor, who will be eager to serve you and build this community.
There are some basic areas I would like to touch upon as I prepare to return to
my home base in Denver on June 6. You have heard most of this before, so it's a
way of reminding you and me of some themes over the past year.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
CLEAN-UP DAY
Thorpe Turkey Trotters 4-H club members, along
with several members of Trinity Lutheran, helped
with several projects during clean-up day.

EASTER CELEBRATION
Christ’s resurrection was celebrated with Easter
Sunday worship followed by brunch and an
Easter egg hunt.

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:00 am
Fellowship Hour
Following Worship

SUNDAY SCHOOL

10:30 am

Continued on page 2
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Pastor Paul...Continued from page 1,
The first area is a question: what is the nature of Christian
community? The Apostle Paul is the key biblical thinker on
this topic and it is a central concern in much of his writing. I
Corinthians is a major text for this question. It is important
that the answer to conflicts raging in the Corinthian church
culminate in chapter 13, the so-called love chapter. Listen in:

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. This is

Paul's positive response to a community caught up in
factions that were destroying the community. Paul tells them
that if Christ is not the center, then all this infighting will
continue and ultimately destroy them.

I am willing to argue that many churches would do well to
study this letter. We live in an age of bitter name-calling,
labeling and disrespect, an age that is too often unkind,
impatient, irritable, resentful, arrogant, and rude. The result
is social destruction. Paul is saying that Christ calls us to
another way, a better way, beyond deepening chasms. It is
the way of Christ-the way of love as spelled out in chapter 13.
Chapter 13 in particular is a benchmark for how we treat one
another. Are we kind? Are we being patient or are we irritable? Are we acting rude, disrespectful or arrogant? Are we
envious? Do we put ourselves above others? I Corinthians
through chapter 13 is worth our personal and collective prayer and reflection time. It is one of the treasures of scripture.
Further reflections: I am hopeful for Trinity's Sunday School
and for the families at Trinity, but also for our adult spiritual/
biblical education. A worthy goal is to develop a K-12 Christcentered spiritual development curriculum. Lifelong adult
spiritual/biblical learning is also a necessary development.
Healthy and growing churches offer these opportunities for
growth. We all need to learn and reflect on our faith, no
matter our age and we need to come together in this learning
to hear one another and deepen our relationships along the
way. Krissy Lerdal and Donna Kuehn have been working with
Sunday School most recently, but for a long time Ann
Steinhoff has done dedicated and skilled work with the
Sunday School. She has pulled back recently, so I want us to
let her know of our thanks and gratitude for this service to our
kids and families.
I am also hopeful for our music program and it's development. We are fortunate to have our pianist Seth on the staff.
The new paid choir position is now chosen and approved.
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These are positive developments for the church going
forward. But we also need to pause and celebrate the
four years of volunteer service given to us by Eric Sletten.
He has genuinely loved the choir and has given much of
himself to the singers. They did a wonderful job on Easter
this year and have served our worship equally well on
many other occasions. I have always felt that his
selections for the choir were both musical and
appropriate for the singers. Having done this work
myself, I know how challenging that is. His last Sunday is
May 14 with the choir presenting music for worship,
so I hope you will thank him for his four years of
dedicated service.
I would be remiss if I didn't mention Ken Truax and his
new wife, Jackie Truax (Barnett). Ken has served Trinity in
many capacities over the years, not least as director of
the Food Bank ministry and President of the Council.
Jackie served on the Transition Team this year, has led
Adult Bible studies and brought in wonderful speakers
from non-profit groups for Ladies of Luther once a
month. We will miss them greatly but send them with our
prayers and blessings.
I will add a few more items in the next newsletter. For
now, I want us to especially celebrate the volunteer
service of Ann Steinhoff and Eric Sletten on May 14
during worship. I would like to celebrate our many other
volunteers on May 21, but on the 14th Ann and Eric will
be thanked.
Blessings to all of you as we move into the summer heat
and a new era of ministry in Christ's name at Trinity
Lutheran Church,
Pr Paul

Please note, the Ladies of Luther will
be meeting on Thursday, May 18th at
11:30 am (instead of May 11th).
They will not be meeting through the
summer but will resume again starting
in Sept. They meet the 2nd Thursday of
the month at 11:30 am. All are
welcome to join! If you would like
further information about Ladies of
Luther, please contact Elaine Benzie.
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Fellowship Committee News
Thank you to all who brought food and helped with the Easter
Brunch. I am sure no one went away hungry!
The Ladies Tea will be on Saturday, May 20th at 2:00 pm.
Besides all the wonderful tea goodies, and door prizes, there
will be a style show of Vintage Clothing presented by Sherri
Gaines. Don’t forget to wear your favorite Hat as there will be
a hat contest! The cost of the Tea is $8.00, tickets can be
purchased from the Fellowship
Easter Sunday
Committee.
“Jan’s Lending Library” is getting full. Don’t forget to check out the
terrific books and magazines on the cart. There is a good selection
and I am sure you will find something you would enjoy reading.
We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00 am. We would
love to see some new faces and new ideas at our meetings!
Tama Garski, 405-1018, rtg1965@yahoo.com
Fellowship Commiee Planning

Our Food Pantry Ministry UPDATE
Food Pantry takes a recess over summer...
“Special Thanks” to Ken Truax for his leadership as volunteer
coordinator of our six-year emergency food pantry. Through this
ministry, which is affiliated with RoadRunner Food Bank of NM (RRFB),
we were blessed to be able to distribute food to many families in our
area. We also thank Jackie Barnett Truax who has been a consistent
volunteer with our pantry. Our dedicated volunteers and donations
of money and food from supportive members and friends of our
congregation also helped this ministry grow. Thank you all!
When we learned that Ken and Jackie would be leaving Las Cruces, our
volunteers already had summer schedules set and it was difficult to
determine how to re-organize the food
ministry w ith a new leader/
coordinator. Training of one or two new
coordinator(s) would be required in addition to determining operating
schedules, etc.
Trinity LC’s food pantry volunteers have decided to take a recess from
the food pantry ministry over the summer. To do this we have curtailed
our affiliation with RoadRunner Food Bank of NM. The last day of our
current food pantry distributions was Tuesday, April 18. All excess food
has been transferred to Gospel Rescue Mission according to RRFB
guidelines. In Fall 2017 we will re-evaluate our capacity to resume the
food pantry in collaboration with RRFB.
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL BUSINESS

When you get to
your wit’s end.
You’ll find God
lives there.

Spring blooms at Trinity

Sunday School Update
(25 April 2017)
Under Pastor Carlson’s guidance, our Sunday School has
been “in transition” since February 2017, after Ann
Steinhoff expressed desire to not continue as Sunday
School coordinator. “Special thanks” to Ann for
coordinating the fall 2016 Sunday School lessons and
SS Christmas program as well as planning the lessons
for February.
Pastor Carlson met with parents of SS children and
persons interested in helping with Sunday School.
Thanks to Judie Bryan for teaching the first February
class. Julie Baker taught the remaining classes in
February. Since March 5th Krissy Lerdal has been the
teacher. Kelly Penc, Julie Baker, Kristen Dirickson, Hunter Tomlin and Donna Kuehn
are assisting as needed. Attendance varies between 3 to 10! The students celebrated the Easter story before enjoying the Easter egg hunt provided by the older
youth who hid lots of eggs. Thanks to all who donated treats which Judie Bryan and
the youth inserted into the eggs! From Easter to May 21 the lessons are coordinated
with the Sunday lectionary using the Spark Story Bible. The students have become
quite involved volunteering to read the conversation portions within the Bible story
of the day. An activity is coordinated with each lesson.
Good News! The rain-damaged classroom ceiling and the storage room ceiling have
been repaired! The students enjoy having class in a room with new flooring! Thanks
to Ann Steinhoff for coordinating the purchase and installation of the flooring.
Some of the supplies that had been displaced during the ceiling repairs are now
accessible again! Additional items displaced from the storeroom will soon be
stored or passed on! Krissy and Donna are scheduling time to determine what is
useable, what to store and what to pass on! Thank you for your patience as this
process progresses!
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The Ladies Tea
will be held
Saturday, May
20th at 2 pm.
Besides all the wonderful tea goodies,
and door prizes, there will be a style show
of Vintage Clothing presented by Sherri
Gaines. Don’t forget to wear your favorite
Hat as there will be a hat contest! The cost
of the Tea is $8, tickets can be purchased
from the Fellowship Committee.

Our congratulations and best wishes to Jackie and Ken Truax who
were united in marriage on April 22nd. May God bring them joy,
harmony, happiness and love now, tomorrow and through the
years. May your future be bright, and filled with all of the blessings
and joys of life. You two deserve it!

The Pastoral Care Committee (AKA. Mutual
Ministry Committee or Pastoral Support
Committee) is mandated by the Trinity Lutheran
Church Constitution and By Laws. The lack of this
committee was mentioned during the Transition
Process and has come up during other discussions.
Since late last year, a small group to fill that need has been meeting with
Pastor Paul. That group is comprised of George Timmerman, Lee Beatty and
Jim Benzie.
Below are objectives/guidelines that will govern that now duly constituted committee.
Feel free to contact any one individual if you find a need.

Easter Sunday Brunch

The mission of The Pastoral Support Committee will always be to strengthen the ministry
of the Pastor as well as that of the congregation by utilizing the following objectives.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Maintain open communication concerning the attitudes and conditions within TLC.
Be alert to early warnings of misunderstandings within the congregation of TLC.
Be a “listening post” for the pastor, the staff, and for the congregation.
If necessary, assume the role of “conflict resolution.”
Serving as an open communication channel between the pastor and the congregation.
Be a sounding board for the pastor in time of personal and professional stress.
Identify continuing education opportunities that would assist the ministry of the pastor in the goals of the
congregation.
8. Through listening, interpreting, advising, conferring, evaluating, recommending, affirming and forgiving,
the ministry of the pastor is strengthened as well as that of the congregation.
9. Always act in a confidential manner in all respects.
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL BUSINESS
In an effort to respond to congregation requests made in October 2016 Focus Group discussions for
better communication between the congregation and the Council, a listing of the new business motions
passed in the monthly Council meetings will appear in the Crossbeams. These monthly actions are also
posted on the bulletin board south of the door to the pastor’s office. Postings are made on the first
Sunday immediately following each Council meeting. Presented below are the results of Council action
on formal motions for the April 25, 2017 Council meeting.
April 25, 2017
1. Motion: It was moved and seconded that the signer on the Citizens Bank Checking Account for Trinity
Lutheran Church be changed from the name “Ken Truax” to “Glenn D. Kuehn.”
Voting Result: Unanimous in favor of motion. No dissenting vote registered.
2. Motion: It was moved and seconded to change the name on Trinity Lutheran Church’s credit card
issued by Citizens Bank from “Ken Truax” to “Glenn D. Kuehn.”
Voting Result: Unanimous in favor of the motion. No dissenting vote registered.
3. Motion: It was moved and seconded to hire the professional choir director beginning April 28, 2017.
Voting Result: Unanimous in favor of the motion. No dissenting vote registered.
4. Motion: It was moved and seconded that the professional choir director be hired for an approximate
seven-month appointment with the following dates of appointment:
April 28, 2017 through June 2, 2017;
July 29, 2017 through December 29, 2017;
December 30, 2017 through January 26, 2018.
Voting Result: Unanimous in favor of the motion. No dissenting vote registered.
5. Motion: Motion was made and seconded to approve the Purchase Requisition Form proposed by Ann
Steinhoff.
Voting Result: Unanimous in favor of the motion. No dissenting vote registered.
6. Motion: Motion made and seconded to approve the purchase and installation of an improved sound
management system in the sanctuary and transfer of the control equipment to the rear of the sanctuary.
Voting Result: Unanimous in favor of the motion. No dissenting vote registered.
7. Motion: It was moved and seconded to hire Rosalyn Stolee as the Professional Choir Director of
Trinity Lutheran Church effective April 28, 2017.
Voting Result: Unanimous in favor of motion. No dissenting vote registered.
8. Motion: It was moved and seconded to approve a set of management tenents for extending
authorities and privileges to the professional choir director.
Voting Result: Unanimous in favor of motion. No dissenting vote registered.
9. Motion: It was moved and seconded to table further discussion on the adoption of the Revised Draft
Version of the Standard Policies and Procedures Manual (SPMM) dated February 28, 2017 and that the
Council undertake future discussion on how to proceed with development of a SPPM entirely under the
control of the Church Council.
Voting Result: Unanimous in favor of motion. No dissenting vote registered.
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Spring Clean-up Day
On April 8th, Trinity had a spring clean-up day. After
a hearty breakfast provided by Mary Sletten, trash
was picked up around the property, weeds were
pulled, the lawn was mowed, and several sprinklers
were replaced. Also, a lot of work was done raking
leaves and cleaning up the flowerbeds. Jim Benzie
painted the outside doors, which have needed it for
a while.
A big thank you to all of those that participated!
We were also very blessed this year to have the
Thorpe Turkey Trotters 4-H club join us for the
cleanup. They were a big help! - Eric Sletten

Pr Paul

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people—John, Chapter 1
This is a series of brief articles about Lutheran worship. I hope these brief summaries will
stimulate you to think about and experience worship more deeply and meaningfully.
I have previously written about the elements of the Gathering in Lutheran worship. Today we look at the Word.
We spell it with a capital letter: Word. In Genesis God speaks and an ordered creation comes into being, which God
calls good. But what is God's Word? It is the Holy Spirit bringing life. The Hebrew in Genesis says that the Ru'ach Elohim
(wind, breath of God) hovered over the chaotic elements before the earth was formed. John, echoing Genesis, calls it the
Word or Logos (Greek). It is not merely written, but spoken and heard with the ears. It is sensate. The Word is God's grace
revealed in Jesus Christ. It is light and life. For Luther that grace is life-changing when it touches the heart, when we
connect with it as our own. God's Word is found in music, prayer, preaching and through the witness or challenge of
others. In our liturgy the Word would seem to be scripture read aloud and preached from the pulpit. But the Word is
unbound. Yes, scripture is the standard bearer of God's Word, but the Word is really Jesus Christ. Words carry the word.
When you are touched at the heart level, when you feel your need of God's grace, the Word has taken residence in your life.
When you are moved to forgive or be forgiven, the Word is alive in you. The Word brings life. It is grace unbound. It is Jesus
Christ, the Word made flesh in your body and in the whole of your life. When we enter the liturgical section called the Word,
we are entering a holy place.
Taking worship to the world!
Pr Paul
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Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey, El Paso,
Holding Open Border Immersion Event
Saturday, pril 29 in the a ernoon through
Friday, May 5 early morning
Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey in El
Paso, TX, invites its companions all
over the Rocky Mountain Synod to
come to El Paso for a week to walk
in community with Lutherans on
the border and to come face-toface with the immigration system
and the border today, to see how these structures shape the lives of
the people who live here, and to wrestle with the question of how our
faith calls us to respond to these realities.
Participants will stay at Cristo Rey and share in worship with the
church community, while venturing out to visit Juarez, Mexico, to
explore El Paso, to hear personal stories from individuals on both
sides of the border, and to learn baout the system firsthand through
meeting with attorneys, judges, Border Patrol, ICE Detention
officials and more.
Cost is $420 for the whole week, which includes lodging, all
transportation except travel to/from El Paso, and six full meals
provided by church community members. Regular programming for
the border immersion will end the night of Thursday, May 4 to allow
for travel to the Synod Assembly.
Questions, send email to: borderimmersion@gmail.com.
RUMMAGE SALE CANCELED
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Rummage Sale
scheduled for June is canceled. No future sale is planned.
Please contact Mary Sletten if you have questions.
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Presiding Bishop Eaton:
CHICAGO – The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA), has issued a pastoral message on Syria. Eaton's message follows.
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Like many of you, I have been deeply troubled by the news this week from Syria. First,
there was the horrific chemical weapons attack on civilians. Then the U.S. missiles being
used against the Syrian airbase understood to have perpetrated the earlier attack. In both
instances, the lives of precious children of God have been lost. Lord, have mercy.
The psalmist reminds us not to put our "trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help,"
but rather reminds us to place our hope in the Lord our God. He recalls that "the Lord watches
over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings
to ruin" (Psalm 146).

From eConnection 04/19/17

It is a time for prayer – for peace, and for those seeking refuge during this time when there is no peace in Syria.
Still, acknowledging our brokenness in sin, we recall that God created humans in God's image "made for life in
community" and that our social statement, For Peace in God's World, encourages us to "pray for forgiveness, and for the
faith that in love acts for earthly peace," and to work for it.
In situations of civil war, the statement notes, questions arise "about what, if anything, the international community can
and should do in the face of internal conflicts." In deciding about wars, "we face conflicting moral claims and agonizing
dilemmas" about the ways to help and protect the neighbor in the face of injustice and aggression.
While the path to peace remains unclear, our commitment to it should not waiver. We have been and will continue to assist
Syrians in need through the Syriac Orthodox Church of Antioch in Syria, through the Lutheran World Federation assisting
refugees in Jordan and through our Global Mission partners in Europe.
Let us continue to pray, assist those in need, offer refuge to those fleeing violence, and encourage all efforts toward peace
for all of the children of God created in God's image. We continue to place our hope in the Lord our God, the Prince
of Peace.
In Christ
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop

RMS in the Neighborhood
Every visitor to Joy Lutheran Church in Parker, CO receives a goodie bag with
treats, fun notes, and information about the church. Visiting children receive a
seek & find game to encourage them to explore the church with their parents and
visit Sunday School.
How does your congregation welcome and follow-up with visitors?
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Trinity Lutheran Church

PRAYER REQUESTS

2900 Elks Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88005

Please remember these family and friends in our prayers for wholeness
and healing: Natalie & Tony Anthony, Cynthia Griffee Antone, June Bauer, John
Bozzell, Lynn Brandt, Allen Briggs family, Pastor Paul Carlson, Landon Chavez,
David Choate, Al Davis, Michael Deliberto, Wilba Duggan, Jorge & Irene
Esaynder, Jim Fahrbach, Debbie Fisher, Delores & Jack Fleming, Russell Fox,
Nancy Garippo, Lexie Giron, Sherry Green, Bill Harlan, Yolanda Hernandez, Christy
Hileman, Ted & Stella Jones, Jann K., Juanita Kiss, Vicky LeMahieu, Barb Libento,
Tammy Lund, Rosie Macias; Kerri MacPherson, Hannalore Maddox, Jesus Marquez,
Jennie McCandless, Jaki McCollum, Janet Michael, Anne Miller, Jan Myers, Adeline
Nowodworski, Sandra Ogonowski, Nancy Paulikas, Evelyn Penc, Harvey Pickrel, Sheila
Riedel, Lilliam Rivera, Miriam Shouman, Rick Shreffler, James & Caylor Ross, John &
Mary Signore, Rosalie Spangler, Dolly Tellez, Rev. Dale Topp, Tami Vogel, Maria Warner,
Gary Williams, Lorie Yurcic, Cindy Zediker. Military: Chris Brown/RAF Mildenhall, UK,
Edward Fongeallaz/South Korea, Colin & Jason Purvis.

575-523-4232
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
www.trinitylutheranlc.org
2017 COUNCIL MEMBERS
Glenn Kuehn, Council Pres.
George Timmerman, Vice Pres.
Eric Sletten, Secretary
Lee Beatty
Jim Benzie
Carl Hagle
Kris Hanson
Marlin Schmidt
Rev. Paul Carlson, Interim Pastor
==================================

Prayers for the family of Galen (Griff) Griffee who recently passed away.

Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer
Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary

Please let the office know if there are changes/additions needed to prayer requests.

Seth Zamora, Music
Pam Crume, Office Manager
Jonathan Crume, Sexton

CELEBRATIONS
Members celebrating an anniversary:

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS
AN ELCA CONGREGATION.
WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN
LIFE BY GOD TO:
GATHER people to faith in the
forgiving and transforming
“Presence of God”
 EQUIP people for a dynamic
role in the “Body of Christ”
 SEND people into the world,
driven by the Spirit, to “Share
the Grace” of our living God


Members celebrating a birthday:
Ken
Elden
Ashley

Truax
Heiden
Beck

5/1
5/5
5/12

April
Taylor
5/14
Shelby Quillen
5/19
Charles Clements 5/20

Gerald
Donna
Sarah
Zia

Sims
Bullington
Truax
Chan

Carl Hagle
Ron Garski
Jackie Truax

5/21
5/23
5/25
5/25
5/26
5/26
5/28

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:00 am
SUNDAY
SCHOOL
10:30 AM
How To Find Us:
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north
of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70)
and Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/
Main St. exit, turn west to first stop light, turn
north one block.
Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
trinitylutheranlc
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Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary!
The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office
Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran
Church, Las Cruces, New Mexico.
If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail
it to the office by the 20th of the month at office@trinitylutheranlc.org.
Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than
Wednesday of each week.
Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.
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