MARCH

2019
JOURNEYS WITH JESUS AND PASTORS CHRISTA & WAYNE
This Lenten season, we will be pioneering the use of drama in our halfhour Wednesday night Lenten
services at TLC. Each Wednesday
night beginning March 13, will feature a different Character of the
Cross. Interspersed with Music, Scripture reading, and silence,
these five characters will share an imaginative, contemporary
perspective, on what it may have been like to be one of the people
who were close to Jesus when he lived on this earth.
Why use drama? Because we are a Bible-based church and the
Bible is full of drama! Some have said creation itself was a kind of
“Performance Art” – combining spoken Word with dramatic, visual
effect: Then God said, ‘Let there be light!’ And there was light!
(Genesis 1:3)
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Other dramas in the Old Testament include the Songs of Solomon,
which is written in scenes like a drama, with a responsive chorus,
Ezekiel, in which God commands the prophet Ezekiel to build a set
and play the part of God in a silent theatre piece lasting 390 days,
and we have the example of Jesus himself who adopted the
method of dramatic story-telling (parables) in communicating with
his audience. Remember the time he brought a child to his side in
Luke 9:46-48? Or the time he initiated the Last Supper in Luke
22:14-23? This is drama!
I’m very grateful to the 5 people who have agreed to be part of this
new “Holy Experiment” at Trinity. I hope you will come and support
them and our TLC community, by taking part in our 5 mid-week
Soup Suppers and half hour worship services. And I especially hope
you will invite friends, neighbors, and family members to join you
for our Lenten journey at TLC, Forty Dramatic Days of Walking with
Jesus: Sundays at 9:00 and 11:30, Wednesday Soup Supper 5:30
and Lenten Worship at 6:30.
With love in Christ,
Pastor Christa
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ASH WEDNESDAY
SERVICES
WED. MARCH 6th
12 noon & 6:30 pm
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From the Fellowship Committee

6 pm Friday
March 1 st
Shabbat Across America at
Temple Beth-El right here in Las
Cruces
There will be a Sabbath worship service at 6:00 pm with
brief explanations of Jewish worship followed by a dairy/
vegetarian potluck dinner. If you are interested in learning
a bit more about Judaism and wish to attend, please sign
up on the Pastor's bulletin board and let Pastor Christa
know so we can let Rabbi Karol know how many to expect.
We can arrange to carpool from the church or arrange
rides if you want to go but aren't sure about driving. Confirmation students and their families in particular
are encouraged to attend!
Worship Themes for Upcoming Weeks:
Getting to Know Jesus - Epiphany Season 2019
Invite friends, neighbors and relatives to worship with us at
TLC and watch for these upcoming themes, helping us to get
to know Jesus better in 2019:
 March 3rd:
Luke 9:28-36
Seeing Jesus as if for the First Time - Artists and
Musicians of the faith
 March 10th:
Luke 4:1-13
The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness for forty days
 March17th:
Luke 13:31-35
I have desired to gather Jerusalem as a hen gathers her
brood
 March 24th:
Luke 13:1-9
Unless you repent, you will perish: parable of the fig tree
 March 31st:
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
The parable of the prodigal father and the repentant son
Mardi Gras Pancake Dinner
Lenten Fair
(Bible exploration &
crafts for all ages)

TUESDAY, MARCH 5th
Fair: 5 pm
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Dinner: 6 pm

and

March 5th we will have our annual Fat
Tuesday celebration before Lent begins.
Pancakes, sausages and fruit will be
served. We will need a few men to help
in the kitchen. Please let me know if you
are available to help. Pancakes, sausages and fruit will be
served at a no charge meal. This is the day before Ash
Wednesday and is traditionally a day of merriment and
good food. If there are any men who would like to
make pancakes for this event please let the fellowship
committee know. Please use the signup sheet in the
Narthex so we will know how many will be attending.
Lenten Soup Suppers begin on March 13th.
The Ladies Tea is scheduled for Saturday May 4th. The
program is not finalized – any ideas? We were unable to
get a store to do a style show of spring fashions.
When using the kitchen and fellowship hall we ask you to
please put things back where you found them. If unsure
where they go, leave them out and our committee will put
them in the correct place. After using the fellowship hall,
please wipe off the tables and pick up any debris that is
there. A rule of thumb – leave things as you found them.
Treat the Church as you would your own home.
“Jan’s Lending Library is getting full –Don’t
forget to check out the good books and magazines on the cart. There’s a good selection
and I am sure you will find something you
would enjoy reading.
We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00. We
would love to see some new faces and new ideas at our
meetings! Tama Garski, 405-1018
- PLEASE NOTE The TLC office hours have changed.
The hours are now:
Tues -Fri - 9:00 am—2:00 pm
Staff Meeting: Wednesdays, 11:00 am
Ash Wednesday Services

WED. MARCH 6th
12 noon & 6:30 pm
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS IN LENT
Special 30 minute worship
 5:30 pm Soup Supper  6:30 pm Lenten Worship
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Worship Committee
The Worship Committee
met Tuesday, Feb. 12.
Setting 3 will be used for
services from March 10—
June 2.
Our Lenten season will
begin March 6 with Ash
Wednesday. There will be two services, one at noon
and the second at 6:30 p.m. Mid-week Lenten
Worship will have soup suppers at 5:30 p.m. with
worship following at 6:30 p.m. Worship will be
approximately thirty minutes using the Compline
Service and dramas will be presented.
A Seder dinner will be held April 14 at 4:30 p.m. It will
be a potluck of Middle Eastern foods, wine, worship,
and dancing.
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday on April 14. Readings will be from the Gospel of Luke. Holy Thursday
(April 18) will have a 6:30 p.m. communion service.
Good Friday service will be at 6:30 p.m.
There will be three services on Easter Sunday, April 21.
Easter Morning Vigil will be at 6:00 a.m. with a bonfire.
Easter Morning service will be at 9:00 and Easter Mass
at 11:30. There will be communion at all services.
The next meeting of the Worship Committee will be
Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild met Friday, February 15. Plans were
discussed for Ash Wednesday through Easter. There
will be two services on Ash Wednesday with
communion. Lenten Wednesday services will be at
6:30 p.m. with a soup supper at 5:30 p.m. Holy Week
begins with Palm Sunday, April 14. Maundy Thursday
is April 18 with a communion service at 6:30 pm. Good
Friday service will be April 19 at 6:30 p.m. There will
be three worship services on Easter Sunday: Easter
Morning Vigil at 6:00 a.m. with bonfire, Easter Morning
Service at 9:00, Easter Mass at 11:30. There will be
communion at all services.

New Christian
Education/
Discipleship Class
A BIBLE, VIDEO &
DISCUSSION CLASS on the
REFORMATION led by
PASTOR CHRISTA

Sundays between services
10:30 – 11:45 a.m.
 March 3 – A Perfect Storm
 March 10 – Sola Scriptura

(Scripture Alone)
 March 17 – Sola Fide (Faith Alone)
 March 24 – Taking a Stand
 March 31 - Refuge
 April 7 – The Priesthood of All Believers

Sola Fide! "Justified by faith alone" was a rallying cry of the
Protestant Reformation and is just as relevant and true for
Christians today as it was in Martin Luther’s time. In A New
Reformation, author Rob Fuquay introduces you to the life of
Martin Luther and two important themes of the Reformation
he sparked: the centrality of Scripture and the power of
God’s grace. Through a close look into the life of Martin
Luther and the world of sixteenth-century Europe, you will
discover what makes Luther’s message revolutionary today—
and how we can embrace reformation in the church and in
our personal lives.
The six-session DVD features Rob Fuquay on location at key
sites of the Reformation in Europe, including Prague,
Dresden, Leipzig, Wittenberg, Erfurt, Eisleben, Worms, and
Mainz. All videos sessions are closed captioned.
Please sign up on the pastors’ bulletin board if you want to
order a personal copy of the book (not necessary for the
class, but a good complement to it) COST $12

Good News From the Council President

The next Altar Guild meeting will be Friday, October 11
at 11:00 in the choir room. All are invited.

As many of you remember at our annual meeting we passed a
budget that extended beyond our anticipated givings. We
agreed to dip into other assets that we have in order to meet
our expenses for 2019. During the months of January and
February we received several unexpected financial gifts
amounting to $15,500. Some of this money was given to specific areas, however nearly $11,000 of that amount will go
into the general fund. To put it very bluntly, this is good news.
While this does not necessarily put us on easy street, it does
reflect the faith and confidence that people have in our ministry at Trinity Lutheran Church.

Submitted by Susanne Timmerman

George Timmerman, Council President
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New Christian Education/
Discipleship Class
A BIBLE, VIDEO & DISCUSSION CLASS
on the REFORMATION led by PASTOR
CHRISTA

Sundays between services
10:30 – 11:45 a.m.

Lent 2019 at Trinity
MARCH 5
MARDI GRAS/FAT TUESDAY/ SHROVE TUESDAY



5:00 pm Lenten Fair activities for ALL ages
6:00 pm Pancake Supper

MARCH 6
ASH WEDNESDAY
Services at 12 noon and 6:30 pm include the
Imposition of Ashes

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT



5:30 pm Soup Supper
6:30 pm Lenten Worship

The following 30 minute Wednesday services will
each feature short first-person drama by “Five of
the Followers”. Please join the TLC community in
Song, Meditation & Prayer.
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.

March 13
March 20
March 27
April 03
April 10

John the Baptist (Elden Heiden)
Simon Peter (Jeramiah Dyer)
A Widow at the Temple (Julie Baker)
Nicodemus (Eric Sletten)
A Woman at the Passover (Judie Bryan)

HOLY WEEK





4/18
4/19
4/21
4/24
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Holy Week—Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Worship at 6 am, 9 am & 11:30 am
Easter Holiday!








March 3 – A Perfect Storm
March 10 – Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone)
March 17 – Sola Fide (Faith Alone)
March 24 – Taking a Stand
March 31 - Refuge
April 7 – The Priesthood of All Believers

Sola Fide! "Justified by faith alone" was a rallying cry of the
Protestant Reformation and is just as relevant and true for
Christians today as it was in Martin Luther’s time. In A New
Reformation, author Rob Fuquay introduces you to the life of
Martin Luther and two important themes of the Reformation
he sparked: the centrality of Scripture and the power of God’s
grace. Through a close look into the life of Martin Luther and
the world of sixteenth-century Europe, you will discover what
makes Luther’s message revolutionary today—and how we can
embrace reformation in the church and in our personal lives.

The six-session DVD features Rob Fuquay on location at key
sites of the Reformation in Europe, including Prague,
Dresden, Leipzig, Wittenberg, Erfurt, Eisleben, Worms, and
Mainz. All videos sessions are closed captioned.
Please sign up on the pastors’ bulletin board if you want to
order a personal copy of the book (not necessary for the class,
but a good complement to it). COST $12

Seder Family
Dinner at TLC!
PALM SUNDAY
April 14th
4:30 PM
with a Community Meal
(please bring a Mediterranean Dish
and a bottle of wine or grape juice!)
Information will be forthcoming!
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Covington Catholic High School – A Native American – Black Hebrew
Israelites – Social Media – and the Spiritual Disciplines for Lent?
More than a couple of weeks ago, a video went viral of a group of Covington
Catholic High School boys (wearing MAGA hats) surrounding a Native
American man banging a drum. Immediately a number of stories began
circulating. Some commentators said that the students were mocking and
making racist statements of the drum beating Native American. One report
(by the Native American) said that the boys were attacking the African
American group (Black Hebrew Israelites) saying: “These young men were beastly and these old black individuals were
their prey.” Another report stated that the “Black Hebrew Israelites” started the fracas by antagonizing both the students
from the Covington Catholic School and the Native Americans who were participating in the Indigenous People’s March.
On February 14, an independent review (of films and witnesses) commissioned by officials at the Covington School,
reported that there was no evidence that the students made, “offensive or racist comments...to Phillips [Native American]
or members of his group.” The Covington teen and his family are now suing the Washington Post for $250 million. The
Washington Post states: “We are reviewing a copy of the lawsuit and we plan to mount a vigorous defense.” Are there no
other paths to redemption in our country?
It was amazing how so many rushed to judgment – not seeking a fuller picture of what happened. David Brooks (of the NY
Times) wrote that in today’s climate it’s all about “finding images that confirm your negative stereotypes.” Brooks continues: “Before you judge reporters too harshly, it’s important to remember that these days the social media tail wags the
mainstream media tail. If you want your story to be well placed and if you want to be professionally rewarded, you have to
generate page views – you have to incite social media. The way to do that is to reinforce the prejudices of your readers.“

Richard Foster wrote: “Superficiality is the curse of our age....The desperate need today is not a great number of intelligent
people, or gifted people, but for deep people.”
I don’t know if practicing the church’s historic spiritual disciplines will help us to
resolve affairs like the Covington one. But I think they will help us to follow Jesus
a little better and contribute to a deepening conversation of controversial issues
as citizens.
If you remember, last year at Lent, we at Trinity studied the spiritual disciplines
(fasting, prayer, simplicity, solitude, service, study, confession guidance, slowing.
etc.). We believe that practicing these will help us to become deep people,
thoughtful Christians, who can respond to national and international events with a Christian wisdom that insists on seeing
the fuller picture and pursues reconciliation amidst all the conflict.

“And now Lord, with your help, I shall become myself.” Soren Kierkegaard.
I think what Kierkegaard meant was that someday we will become the person that God designed us to be. After all, says
St. Paul, we are God’s “poiema” or God’s workmanship or God’s work of art. I think this life transformation can gradually
happen by practicing these disciplines with God’s help.
So continue them! Practice them during this Lent and beyond. Our world needs deep Christians!
p. Wayne
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The Blessing Bag Ministry

The focus of the Blessing Bag
Ministry is to provide some basic
food and kindness items to individuals and families that come to the church
hungry and seeking assistance.
Non-perishable food and basic hygiene items
currently needed include canned beans, canned
chicken or tuna, moist wipes and can openers,
as well as sample sized hygiene items. Please
see the full list of items needed by the blessings
bags in the narthex.
Please contact Mary Sletten if you have
questions. Her home number is 525-2955.
Please leave a message and your contact
number. Submitted by Mary Sletten

* * * Please Note * * * *
Please let Pam know when anything is
scheduled, rescheduled or cancelled as she is
handling the master calendar of the church.
For good communication, we need to keep it
updated and as accurate as possible. Thank you
for your help with this!

May 3-5, 2019
Albuquerque, NM
“As the ELCA Rocky
Mountain Synod we’ve
been focused this last year on what it means to
be Christ’s Church for the Life of the World. Our
attention now turns to what animates our
witness and ministry as Christ’s Church by
exploring the Spirit’s work within us – individually
and communally. Under the theme “Be
Transformed” our 2019 Synod Assembly will
consider the changes that take place in our
hearts, minds, and very being as God’s love in
Jesus takes hold of us.”
Online Registration: www.rmselca.org/
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“Perspectives on the Border” Webinar Series
This “Perspectives on the Border”
webinar series on immigration is a
partnership project with Rev. Dr.
Jay Alanis, the Lutheran Seminary
Program in the Southwest (LSPS), and
these ELCA synods: Grand Canyon, Gulf
Coast, Pacifica, Northern Texas-Northern
Louisiana, Rocky Mountain, and Southwestern Texas.
There are three different sessions, usually at a minimum cost of
$25 each per participant. We are offering all three for only $60
per person! Your synods are helping subsidize the cost of this
invaluable training (valued at a significantly higher rate)!

Session I: Living in Third Spaces (March 7, 3:00 p.m. CST)
Session II: Borderland Perspectives on Diverse Worldviews
(March 21, 3:00 p.m. CDT)
Session III: Theological Perspectives from the U.S. – Mexico
Borderlands (March 28, 3:00 p.m. CDT)
Description of the Three Pilot Sessions:
March 7, 2019
Session I: Living in Third Spaces
The. U.S. - Mexico border states can be defined as a third
country. These states are a “third space” between two nations
with diverse cultures, languages and theological traditions. The
people who inhabit the borderlands experience liminality as a
threshold for Sacred encounter. In this session we will examine
the concepts of “third space” and liminality which frames
the historical experience of native and Latinx peoples of the
borderlands. This examination will provide a lens to understand
the current immigrant experience of exile and diaspora. The
session will equip the participant with a biblical and theological
lens that offers a life-affirming perspective and response to
cultural violence in the third spaces of our ministries.
March 21
Session II: Borderland Perspectives on Diverse Worldviews
In this session we will examine the iceberg model of culture. We
will study the external and internal, conscious and unconscious
characteristics and symbols that speak to the heart of a people.
We will review in depth the cultural and theological differences
between the Spanish and indigenous worldviews at the time
of the conquest of the Americas and how these continue to
influence the way we experience the sacred in our daily encounters with the peoples of the borderlands. We will aim to answer
the question: What constitutes cultural and theological violence
across borders? The session will equip the participants with a
theological response that promotes a culture of welcome and
hospitality for the displaced peoples of the borderlands.
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March 28
Session III: Theological Perspectives from the U.S. Mexico Borderlands
This session will cover the biblical history of
migration and displacement of our ancestors
of faith. We will examine how this history informs
the experience of immigration today. The session
will offer theological perspectives from the U.S. Mexico Borderlands that will assist the church in her
ministry to displaced migrants. We will aim to
answer the question: What is my ethical duty in
response to the love of God received and claimed
in baptismal grace? The session will equip the
participants with a framework for discipleship living
grounded in the love of God for native and displaced
neighbors.
The sessions will likely run over an hour, based on
our prior experience, where much dialogue ensued,
especially when talking about culture as a
paradigm.
Register for webinar at: https://www.ntnl.org/
immigration-webinar-registration/

Did you know? Trinity Lutheran Church
now offers two worship times.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 9:00 am
and

CHRISTIAN MASS WORSHIP
11:30 am – 12:15 pm
Short homily, Less-formal, Holy Eucharist
Families, the elderly, seasonal members, special
needs folks, singles, and later-sleepers…
YOU are all warmly invited!
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PRAYER REQUESTS
2900 Elks Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-523-4232
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
www.trinitylutheranlc.org
George Timmerman, President
Kris Hanson, Vice President
Richard Rakoff, Secretary
Don Sexauer, Treasurer
Malinda Dyer
Patti Risk
John Shonk
Jerry Sims
Mary Sletten
Pastor Christa von Zychlin
Pastor Wayne Nieminen
==================================

Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary
Seth Zamora, Worship & Music Director
Pamela Crume, Office Secretary
Maria Evaro, Custodian

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS
AN ELCA CONGREGATION.
WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN
LIFE BY GOD TO:
GATHER people to faith in the
forgiving and transforming
“Presence of God”
 EQUIP people for a dynamic
role in the “Body of Christ”
 SEND people into the world,
driven by the Spirit, to “Share
the Grace” of our living God


SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:00 am
and

11:30 am
How To Find Us:
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north
of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70)
and Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/
Main St. exit, turn west to first stop light, turn
north one block.
Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces
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Please offer your thoughts and prayers for: Brian Abraham, Tony & Natalie
Anthony, Steven Anowlic, Lynn Brandt, Jeremy Bryan, Tammy Combs, Kenneth
Drake, Susie Drumm, Wilba Duggan, Paula Dupre, Russell Fox, Beatrice
Garski, David Garski, Woody H., Gary Heinz, Carla Holzerland, Ted & Stella
Jones, Jann K., Kathy & family, Kerri MacPherson, Anne Miller, Carolyn Mink
family, Carmella Myers, Dorothy Nelson, Lori Ruoff, Miriam Shouman, Arvel
Thomas, Magdalene von Zychlin, Maria Warner, and Craig & Elizabeth. Serving in the
Military: Hurburt Field, FL, Colin & Jason Purvis.
Please call the pastors, Marlene Nunez or the church office if there are changes/
additions needed to the prayer requests. We want to care for one another.

CELEBRATIONS
Members celebrating an anniversary:
Pastors Wayne & Christa Nieminen 3/20/1982
Dan & Patti Risk
3/26/1993
Members celebrating a birthday:
Lynne
Tamara
Stella
Sharon
Jean
Brady
Al
Carol

Brandt
Bryan
Jones
Dearing
May
Dannhaus
Nunez
McCandless

3/04
3/12
3/17
3/17
3/18
3/20
3/23
3/26

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary!

"God loves a cheerful
giver!" 2 Corinthians 9:7
You can now make a SECURE on
-line contribution via Trinity
Lutheran Church's website,
it’s simple and SECURE. Give a
single gift or schedule an ongoing donation.
You can select a specific category:
 General Fund
 Memorial/In Honor of
 ELCA Mission Support
 Altar Flowers
 Building Use
 Local Charity Work/God's Work. Our Hands.
 or select other (for a category not listed)
Just go to trinitylutheranlc.org and click
on the green “GIVE” button.

The
Crossbeams
is a monthly
publication
of Trinity
Lutheran
Church of Las Cruces,
New Mexico

If you would like to submit
information for the
newsletter, please e-mail it
to the TLC office by the
20th of each month at:
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Please notify the office
if you have any changes
to your address, email, etc.
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