March
2018
JOURNEYS WITH JESUS
This month’s pastors’ page is an INVITATION!!!!
As part of your Holy Week Devotions,
you are invited to a...

First Annual Trinity Lutheran Church

Stations of the Cross Walk
(with Pastors Wayne & Christa)

When:

Wednesday, March 28, 2018

Where: Holy Cross Retreat Center
600 Holy Cross Rd., Mesilla Park, NM

Time:
Meet:
Photo from Holy Cross Retreat Center Chapel

10:00 AM
At Holy Cross Retreat center shortly
before 10:00 AM

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:00 AM
SUNDAY
SCHOOL
10:30 AM
SUNDAY ADULT
BIBLE DISCUSSION
10:30 AM

Who to invite? Your friends of any denomination!

The Stations of the Cross is a form of Catholic devotion that remembers the
passion and death of Jesus. This tradition began in the 4th century when
Christians went on pilgrimages to the Holy Land. Each of the 14 stages recalls
a specific event that took place on Good Friday. We will be using a Protestant
liturgy which consists of prayers, meditations and short periods of silence at
each of the 14 events. We will be doing the outdoor stations, located just
outside the chapel and should last about an hour. See you there! Pastors
Wayne and Christa
Why pray the Stations of the Cross? Eight reasons: 1) They allow us to place our
trust in Jesus; 2) They put us in the story; 3) They remind us that Jesus suffers with
us; 4) They compel us to action; 5) They help us make a decision for or against
Christ; 6) They reveal God’s response to evil in the world; 7) They give us the
certainty of God’s love for us; and 8) They guide us from the cross to the
resurrection. ~Pope Francis

Please take note: These are the new
work email addresses for pastors
Wayne and Christa. Please use these
instead of the previous ones.
pastorwaynelascruces@gmail.com
pastorchristalascruces@gmail.com
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Easter Services

Sunrise Worship
6:15 am
Sunday Worship
9:00 am
April 1st
2900 Elks Drive

Crossbeams Newsletter

February 11, 2018

Trinity Lutheran Church of Las Cruces (ELCA) celebrated the installation of
two new pastors on February 11, 2018. Bishop James Gonia of the
Rocky Mountain Synod in Denver conducted the installation of Pastor
Christa von Zychlin and Pastor Wayne Nieminen to serve as joint Pastors
of the Trinity Lutheran Church Congregation. A reception followed the
Installation Ceremony with about 60 members and friends of Trinity attending the event, including nine
members of the clergy from Las Cruces, El Paso and the surrounding area.
Rev. Wayne L. Nieminen is originally from the Philadelphia area in New Jersey and has studied at
Gettysburg College, the University of Mysore and was awarded a Ph.D. from Iowa State University in
marriage and family counseling. He studied at Lutheran Theological Seminary in Chicago and at Yale
Divinity School. Pastor Nieminen has extensive experience as a missionary in Africa and Hong Kong. He
has taught at Lutheran seminaries in the Central African Republic and Hong Kong, and served as a
pastor in Ohio, Iowa and Wisconsin.
Rev. Christa von Zychlin is originally from Rockford, Illinois and graduated from the University of Illinois. She
also attended Seminary at Lutheran Theological Seminary in Chicago and at Yale Divinity School in New
Haven, Connecticut. Pastor von Zychlin was awarded a Doctorate of Ministry from Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Hong Kong. She has extensive experience as a missionary, and also served congregations in
the US in Ohio, Iowa and Wisconsin.
Pastor Nieminen and Pastor von Zychlin have been happily married for many years, have three sons, and
are making their home in Las Cruces. The Congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church is extremely pleased
with the substantial experience provided by our two new Pastors, and the genuine enthusiasm and
knowledge they possess. The public is invited to join us in worship services to experience firsthand their capabilities. Trinity Lutheran Church is located at 2900 Elks Drive. Sunday morning Worship Services start at
9:00 AM and Sunday School is held at 10:30 AM. For more information, please contact Trinity at
www.trinitylutheranlc.org, 575-523-4232. ~Joe Dearing
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Council News

2018 Committee Liaisons

At our special council meeting on February 8th, the
following were chosen as liaisons for these church
committees:
 Education: Kris Hanson
 Fellowship: Patti Risk
 God’s Work. Our Hands.: Ann Steinhoff
 Evangelism: Dale Dannhaus
 Stewardship: George Timmerman
 Youth & Family: Kris Hanson, Malinda Dyer
 Memorial: Dale Dannhaus
 Worship: Richard Rakoff
 Long Range Planning: Council
 Building & Grounds: Mary Sletten
 Finance: Ann Steinhoff

Building & Grounds News
Attention everyone!

The outside shed was recently
broken into. The light was knocked
off of the front of the building, and
the back wall was cut open for
the burglars to gain access to the
shed. These major items were taken:
a self-propelled lawn-mower, leaf blower, sawzall, fiberglass extension ladder, and a fertilizer spreader. Also, all
of the assorted tools from the back wall above the
workbench were taken. I called the police, but there was
not a lot they could do.
Building and Grounds is working on getting the wall and
light repaired on the shed. However, we need everyone's
help to try to replace the items that were stolen. Any spare
tools that you have, or spare equipment that can be
donated, would be appreciated. If anyone has a mower,
but it doesn't work, John Sletten can take a look at it to
see if he can get it running. Thanks everyone for any help
with this!
Eric Sletten
Building and Grounds
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Worship Committee News
The Worship Committee met
February 1st. Plans were reviewed
for the Installation Service for the pastors
to be held on February 11th. Mardi Gras Tuesday,
Ash Wednesday, and Lenten services planning
were also discussed.
Plans for Holy Week were talked over beginning
with Palm Sunday, March 25th. Palms have been
ordered and will be delivered on March 23rd.
Maundy Thursday will start with a foot washing
service beginning at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship
Hall. The 6:30 pm service will have communion
at the rail. Good Friday service will be held at
6:30 pm.
There will be two services on Easter Sunday. A
Sunrise Service will begin at 6:15 am and the
second service will start at 9:00 am.
An acolyte training session will be held February
11th for children and youth ages 10 and up. It
was also decided to arrange to have youth and
their family take communion elements up one
Sunday a month.
The next worship meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, March 1st at 5:30 pm.
Susanne Timmerman, Worship Secretary

Easter Sunday Flowers
We will be decorating the altar
with spring flowers on Easter
Sunday. You may bring lilies,
calla lilies, or any spring flower
to beautify the altar for Easter
services.
Please plan to take your flowers home after
service. Flowers may be brought to the church
Saturday, March 31st between 10:30 am and 12
noon.
Thank you,
Susanne Timmerman, Alter Guild

O Lord our God—we set our
hope on you. Jeremiah 14:22
Crossbeams Newsletter

Fellowship Committee News
February was a busy month for the Fellowship Committee.
February 11th was sweetest Day with lots of wonderful
Valentine inspired treats served in the Fellowship Hall
after Sunday Worship.
At three in the afternoon of the 11th,
Pastor’s Wayne and Christa were
installed as our new Pastors. A reception was held in the Fellowship Hall
following the installation. Bob Barnett
entertained us playing the organ.

ten
Mardi Gras & Len

Fair!

Tuesday, February 13th a “Mardi Gras” Pancake Supper
and Lenten Fair were held in the Fellowship Hall. About
60 people had their fill of pancakes, sausages and fruit.
Following Jesus was the theme for the Lenten Fair.
There were opportunities to make Nail Crosses, Prayer
Pretzels, Resurrection Butterflies, Jesus Valentines and a
wonderful display of a Passover Seder Meal.
Lenten Soup Suppers continue on Wednesday evenings
through March 21st. Please come and join us for good
soup and fellowship. Supper is at 5:30 pm and the
Lenten Worship at 6:30 pm.
The Easter Brunch will be held on Palm Sunday this year
as there will be two services on Easter Sunday. Don’t fret,
there will be coffee and cookies available after both
services on Easter.
The Ladies Spring Tea will be held on May 12th. Does anyone have an idea for the program? I know it will be hard
to top the style show from last year. All ideas welcome!
“Jan’s Lending Library” is getting full–Don’t forget to
check out the good books and magazines on the cart.
There is a good selection and I am sure you will find
something you would enjoy reading.
We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00. We
would love to see some new faces and new ideas at our
meetings!
~Tama Garski, 405-1018, rtg1965@yahoo.com
Mardi Gras/Lenten Fair. As can be seen in the pictures at right,
all ages participated and we were all blessed and blessed each
other. Afterwards the TLC Fellowship Committee and friends
served PANCAKES!

“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all to the
glory of God.” - 1 Cor. 10:31
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Evangelism Team
With all due respects to Trinity Lutheran Church’s constitution, I do not like the words Evangelism Committee. Who wants
to go to another boring committee meeting!!
What we would like you to consider is joining the Evangelism Team. This team is exploring new ways of inviting people to
hear God’s words that we have not tried before or if we did it was a long time ago. We need each and every one of you to
join our team. We certainly would not ask you to do something that you are not comfortable with. Currently the Evangelism
team is exploring the possibilities of what we can do and achieve.
We have revitalized a program that we had many years ago. It is the Bread Ministry where we take bread to the homes of
those who have visited Trinity Lutheran. We have an official Bread Baker, but we are also looking for substitute Bread
Bakers. We have an official Bread Angel (this is the person who delivers the bread to the visitors), but again we are looking
for substitute Bread Angels.
We have placed visitor welcome cards in the pews. The Pastors are asking visitors if they would fill out the welcome cards.
We use the addresses on these cards to be able to deliver the Bread to the visitor’s house.
We are just beginning to look at our social media presence and how to best get information on the web. We are also looking at putting up banners that people can see as they travel Elks Road. We have just touched the surface of how to invite
people to Trinity Lutheran. If you would like to join our team please contact Dale Dannhaus (ddannhaus@msn.com) or
Pastor Christa. ~Dale Dannhaus

Helping Hands

God’s Work. Our Hands.

Helping Hands continues to meet every Tuesday morning from 9:00 am until noon. We are so happy to
have Lee Beatty helping us now. She will be machine quilting some of our quilts and that will certainly
be a BIG help to us. All of our quilts go to La Casa and so get washed quite frequently and so a quilted
one is going to hold up better than a tied one. We will still have to tie some as Lee is very busy volunteering in other areas. As always, please consider joining us for a fun morning. ~Carol McCandless

Youth and Family News
Mark your calendar now!

Saturday, JUNE 2nd we are holding a
RUMMAGE SALE fundraiser.
Start saving your good new & gently used
items now, and watch for details regarding
when and how to donate. Thank you!
Contact Judie Bryan for questions or special arrangements. You
can call or text her at: 575-523-8879.
Proceeds to be used 1) to send two Trinity youth to the ELCA Youth
Gathering July 2018 and 2) new Trinity Youth related initiatives.
This gives you the opportunity to do some of that spring
cleaning you’ve been dying to do!

Church Bulletin Bloopers: Ladies, don’t forget the rummage
sale. It is a good chance to get rid of those things not worth
keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.
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In late June this year, TLC youth, Haley Baker and Kira
Leon, will be attending the ELCA Youth Gathering in
Houston, TX. The girls have been doing fundraising
projects to help finance their trip. Please help support
them in any way you can.
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and
their adult leaders from across the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America gather for a week of
faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering.
Through days spent in interactive learning, worship,
Bible study, service and fellowship, young people
grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to live
their faith in their daily lives.
Crossbeams Newsletter

Pastor Wayne attended the seminar: “Recognizing Human Trafficking for
Health Care Workers,” at Memorial Medical Center, Las Cruces on Feb. 9th.
Heidi Olson, a sexual assault nurse examiner coordinator at Children’s
Mercy Hospital in Kansas City was the presenter.
What follows is a brief summary of this eye-opening seminar:
Human trafficking is alive and well in the world. Every 2 minutes a child
is trafficked for sexual exploitation. According to the United Nations there
are 2.5 million worldwide victims ensnared in its web. The majority of those trafficked in the USA are minors (average
age is 12 years old – with a life expectancy of 7 years after they have been trafficked).




In the Southwest the I-10 corridor (Las Cruces, El Paso to Houston) is one of the most highly trafficked highways in the
USA with Houston listed as the #1 host city for trafficking. Juarez, it is estimated as having 6,000 sex workers and considered a high destination for sex tourism.



Sex trafficking is a $32 billion annual industry. Pornography provides a gateway to the industry. In the USA, $3 million
is spent every second on pornography. Presently there are 22 million images of child sex on the internet (5000% since
2007). We saw the educational Youtube videos: “Refuse to Click” and “Can you see me? [Child Sexual Exploitation –
USA]”



Know the signs of youth who are being trafficked: anxiety, no I.D.’s, inconsistent stories, lack of cooperation,
malnourished, physical abuse (cigarette burns, bald patches, missing teeth), multiple STIs (sexually transmitted
infections) etc.



“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to change the world.” Anne Frank. The
seminar has pushed me to learn how we can learn more and be of help! ~pw
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I saw an interesting article this week that I would like to share with you because I think
it says it better than I can:
Our church was saddened to learn this week of the death of one of our most valued
members, Someone Else. Someone’s passing creates a vacancy that will be difficult to
fill. Else has been with us for many years and for everyone of those years, Someone did
far more than a normal person’s share of work.
Whenever there was a job to do, a class to teach, or a meeting to attend, one name was on everyone’s list, “Let Someone
Else do it”; Whenever leadership was mentioned, this wonderful person was looked to for inspiration as well as results;
“Someone Else can work with that group”.
It was common knowledge that Someone Else was among the most generous givers in our church. Whenever there was a
financial need, everyone just assumed Someone Else would make up the difference.
Someone Else was a wonderful person; sometimes appearing superhuman. Were the truth known, everybody expected too
much of Someone Else. Now Someone Else is gone! We wonder what we are going to do. Someone Else left a wonderful
example to follow, but who is going to follow it? Who is going to do the things Someone Else did?
When you are asked to help this year, remember—we can’t depend on Someone Else anymore. ~Submitted by Don May

Holy Week & Easter
Mar 25 - PALM SUNDAY
Worship 9:00 am

Brunch Potluck after worship
MAR 29 - MAUNDY THURSDAY
Foot Washing 6:00 pm
Worship 6:30 pm
MAR 30 - GOOD FRIDAY
Worship 6:30 pm
APR 1 - EASTER SERVICES
Sunrise Worship 6:15 am
Sunday Worship 9:00 am

FROM THE WIDER CHURCH
Rocky Mountain Synod News
The Gallery of Living Art
Friday, March 16th at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 17th at 2:00 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 18th at 3:00 p.m.
First Lutheran Church
1515 N. Cascade Ave, Colorado Springs, CO
Join First Lutheran in celebrating the 24th year of
the Gallery of Living Art. As the audience sits in the
sanctuary, the story of Christ’s Passion and
Resurrection unfolds through live reproductions of 14
sacred works of art staged by a 75-member cast,
narrative scripture, and music sung by First Lutheran
choir. The art includes the well-known Christ in
Gethsemane by Heinrich Hofmann, The Last Supper by
Leonardo da Vinci, and Michelangelo’s Pieta.
The public is cordially invited to attend this inspirational
presentation of Christ’s Passion and Resurrection.
Admission is free and childcare is provided. For
questions, contact, Joan Kuehn, First Lutheran Church,
at 719-632-8836.
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Trinity Lutheran Church

PRAYER REQUESTS

2900 Elks Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88005

Please remember these family and friends in our prayers for wholeness and
healing: Tony & Natalie Anthony, Brandon Allen, Rebecca Allen, June Bauer,
Lynn Brandt, Wilba Duggan, Russell & Ellen Fox, Beatrice Garski, Bill Hart,
Carla Holzerland, Susie Drumm, Ted & Stella Jones, Jann & John K., Dennis
Kelly, Santos Leon, Sr., Kerri MacPherson, Jim McDonell, Anne Miller,
Carmella Myers, Arnold, Dorothy & Barbara Nelson, Nancy Paulikas, Joanna
Ripley, Miriam Shouman, Sexauer family, Judy Young.
Serving in the Military: Chris Brown, Hurburt Field, FL, Edward Fongeallaz, South Korea,
Colin & Jason Purvis.

575-523-4232
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
www.trinitylutheranlc.org
George Timmerman, President
Kris Hanson, Vice President
Richard Rakoff, Secretary
Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer
Lee Beatty
Dale Dannhaus
Malinda Dyer
Patti Risk
Mary Sletten
Pastor Christa von Zychlin
Pastor Wayne Nieminen
==================================

Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary
Seth Zamora, Music
Elizabeth Hernandez, Nursery Attendant
Rosalyn Stolee, Choir Director
Pamela Crume, Office Manager
Jonathan Crume, Sexton

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS
AN ELCA CONGREGATION.
WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN
LIFE BY GOD TO:
GATHER people to faith in the
forgiving and transforming
“Presence of God”
 EQUIP people for a dynamic
role in the “Body of Christ”
 SEND people into the world,
driven by the Spirit, to “Share
the Grace” of our living God


Please call the pastors, Marlene Nunez or the church office if there are changes/
additions needed to the prayer requests. We want to care for one another.

CELEBRATIONS
Members celebrating an anniversary:
Danial & Patti

Risk 3/26/1993

Members celebrating a birthday:

Lynne
Emily
Tamara
Stella
Sharon
Jean
Brady
Al
June
Carol

Brandt
Lucy
Bryan
Jones
Dearing
May
Dannhaus
Nunez
Bauer
McCandless

3/04
3/04
3/12
3/17
3/17
3/18
3/20
3/23
3/25
3/26

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary!

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:00 am
SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:30 AM
ADULT BIBLE CLASS
10:30 AM
How To Find Us:
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north
of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70)
and Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/
Main St. exit, turn west to first stop light, turn
north one block.
Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
trinitylutheranlc
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The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office
Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran
Church in Las Cruces, New Mexico.
If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail
it to the office by the 20th of each month at: office@trinitylutheranlc.org.
Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than
Wednesday of each week.
Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.
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