JUNE

2019
JOURNEYS WITH JESUS AND PASTORS CHRISTA & WAYNE
On Saturday, May 18th, Trinity’s council
gathered at the Holy Cross Retreat Center
for our annual retreat from 10 AM to 2 PM. Ten
of eleven members, including the pastors, were
able to attend and our time was filled with
spirited and enthusiastic conversation. This
was not a business retreat, but a time to reflect
on Scripture (Acts 10 & 11), the book,
An Autopsy of a Church, and our progress as a church community. This pastor’s
page provides a short description of the topics we discussed.
Holy Cross Retreat Center is truly a peaceful place (we hope to make further
use of this haven, so near to our church). Our retreat began with a fun
ice-breaker, followed by our study of Acts 10 and 11 – a story about Peter and
Cornelius the Roman Centurion – taking place in an occupied polarized
country.
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This story takes place in the early church, and is
about a double vision – where Cornelius is visited
by an angel telling him to meet Peter; and a vision
of Peter telling him to “kill and eat” a variety of
unclean animals appearing in a sheet in the sky!
Wild! God seems to be changing the Jewish food
laws that regulate table fellowship! Peter gradually begins to have a change of
heart and eventually meets Cornelius (a despised Roman) and concludes that
God is doing a new thing. God is not into dividing people, but bringing different
ethic groups together through Jesus’ gospel of peace. Furthermore, God
doesn’t exactly accept people as they are (as we are traditionally taught), but
people are invited as they are and then transformed by following Jesus. An
amazing text! The council began wondering what new thing is God beginning
at TLC. We are still wondering and praying about this!
Then, we discussed, the book, “An Autopsy of a Church – 12 Ways to Keep
Yours Alive.” You can imagine that there’s a lot of negative information, packed
into this book, but the author states that his goal is to discern, why some
churches have died. Interestingly, a number of people on council mentioned
the book’s applicability to the organizations they were working in (not only
churches!). What are the symptoms of a dying church? Here they are:
Continues on page 2
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Journey’s With Jesus and Pastors C & W, continued from page 1,


There is a slow, imperceptible
decline and members have no sense
of urgency to change.



Deceased churches lived for a long
time with the past as hero (they were
still fighting for the good old days).

Members were more concerned
about self-preservation and not the
community surrounding the church.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019



 The budget moves inward and not outward.
 The “great commission becomes the great omission,”
with little or no emphasis on making disciples of Jesus.
 Long term members are focused on their own
preferences (“my hymns, my programs, my way....
my, my, my”).
 There is a steady rotation of pastors – pastoral tenure
decreases.
The major symptom, we agreed, is that dying churches’ life
and mission turn inward, focusing on its own needs (and
doing church the way they’ve always done church) rather
than looking outwardly. In contrast, a healthy church
has reached a kind of inward/outward equilibrium, but
is more naturally other centered (Philippians 2:4:
“....consider others more important than yourselves”).
We talked about how the inward part of TLC has changed
or healed in recent years and how our “other” centered
ministries are growing. Our church life looks hopeful. But
we are still looking and listening for the new thing that
God is doing that we can take our place in.
In the meantime, I offer what Bonhoeffer advised his
fellow Lutheran German pastors (during World War 2)
living in a hostile German culture and to their
congregational members - to go about their lives in: “the
quiet service of love as the best spiritual care.”

Pastor Wayne
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Bring your entire family to Athens, and become part of
Paul’s dangerous journey to share the truth! You’ll travel
back into Bible times—without setting foot outside our
community. Experience this fun, hands-on Bible-times
city at Trinity Lutheran Church, 2900 Elks Drive.
Join us in ancient Athens, where we’ll explore what life
was like for the Apostle Paul on his dangerous journey to
share the truth. You’ll create cool projects in the Marketplace, laugh as you play Bible-times games, visit with
Paul, and eat some interesting new food. Plus, you’ll
meet lots of fun friends!
Each day, your family members can become part of
history as they see, hear, touch, and even taste what it
was like to live in ancient Athens! You’ll explore the
Marketplace shops, visit Paul, take part in games, dance
to lively Bible songs, and sample tasty tidbits as you
discover more about Paul’s missionary adventures.
These experiences make God’s Word come alive with
new meaning for all who participate!
Visit us at www.trinitylutheranlc.org to register or call
575-523-4232.
It’s not too late,
but register by June 3rd!

Pentecost Sunday is June 9. Please
wear red to celebrate. We hope to
have Red plants or cut flowers to place
around the altar. If you would like to
bring flowers for this,
please bring them
Sunday morning, June 9
and place them around
the altar. Thank you.
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God’s Work. Our Hands. Ministry Team
Project Oak Tree – Refugee Update
A thank you to all TLC volunteers who have handed in their
background check forms. We are presently in a holding
pattern, waiting for our volunteers to be cleared.

Have you seen this article about
TLC in our local media?
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
DELIVERS GIFT TO CAMP HOPE

As you may recall, TLC is presently working with the Las
Cruces Office of Emergency Management, which requires
our church to be vetted before we can officially participate
in assisting refugees.
In the mean time, we are
looking into ways that TLC
members would be able to
volunteer at the old armory (on
Brown Rd.) – where the Border
Patrol and Immigration Control
and Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) drop off
migrants and refugees. Since many of TLC members are on
vacation during the summer months, we think we can best
lend our hand at this center.
We have been told that
our volunteers can help in
the following ways:
Spanish speakers –
who can make travel
arrangements, travel with
refugees to the airport to
assist them through






ticketing and security.
Clothes sorters – many donations come in the form of
clothes which need to be sorted.
Clothing room - dispersing clothes.
Meals Service

We are told that there 4 time slots where we will be able to
volunteer and we are wondering if we can volunteer as a
church group at one of these time slots:
8:30 – 12 noon
12 noon – 4:30
4:30 – 8:30 PM
or 6 PM – 10 PM
Please keep all of the information in mind, and we will be in
touch!
GWOH - God’s Work Our Hands
Pastor Wayne and Pat Risk
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Las Cruces, NM (May 28, 2019)
Trinity Lutheran Church of Las Cruces, 2900 Elks Drive, was honored
to present a cash gift of $1,281 to
the Mesilla Valley Community of
Hope. These funds will be used to
support the Community’s Camp
Hope project.
Camp Hope offers transitional housing, in the form of
camping, to people experiencing homelessness. The camp
houses approximately 50 people and provides support
and opportunities to obtain direct assistance, healthcare,
job placement, and permanent housing. Camp Hope and
Trinity Lutheran Church share the belief that we can do
more together; “Better Together”.
Trinity’s gift may be used to support anything from camp
infrastructure such as permanent shade structures to
needed supplies including tents, blankets, food,
gardening supplies and toiletries. All contributions are
aimed at the project’s goal to “integrate its homeless
members back into our community from where they
came from and where they belong”.

About Trinity Lutheran Church of Las Cruces
Our Church family is formed through Christ’s gifts of forgiveness
and grace. We strive to generously share our God-given gifts and
talents, thoughtfully serve our neighbors, and to have fun together,
too! Our regular worship times are Sundays at 9 and 11am. We
welcome all baptized Christians to the Lord's Table, regardless of
denomination, age, or family status. Please contact our pastors or
church office with any questions or to schedule a conversation.
WHAT’S UP!
We’ve added a FULL calendar
to the website so you can now
see past and future events over
several months! If you have any
events to add or change, please let Pam know so
we can be sure to add them to the calendar.
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Finance News

From the Fellowship Committee

"God loves a cheerful giver" (2 Cor. 9:7)
Thanks TLC Community for giving from your
hearts! The total amount given for the
special Lenten offerings in March and April
is $1,281.85, which we will ask our TLC Gods Work. Our
Hands. Ministry Team to bring personally to our TLC
designated recipient, Community of Hope of Las Cruces:

"Since the first tent went up at Camp Hope in 2011, it has
been a place of shelter and safety to more than 1,200
people who might otherwise have been living on the
streets in very unsafe conditions. Camp Hope
makes a difference!"
Thanks you for YOUR cheerful giving through
Trinity Lutheran Church of Las
Cruces. God helps us do bigger
things as we work together!
BACK TO
SCHOOL
NEEDS
The Gospel Mission Clothing Room will be collecting
clothing for school age children in Las Cruces. They pride
every child with a new pair of shoes, underwear, and
socks to start the school year. All school age children are
eligible for this. The Clothing Room is the only organization in LC who provides this for children.
Gods Work Our Hands will be collecting the shoes, socks,
and underwear from June 9-July 21.
Below are the items and sizes needed:

We sold 81 tickets for the
Ladies Tea! There were a few
“no shows”, so there only a
few empty seats. The men
did a fabulous job of serving
the tea and goodies. Thank
you to: Ev Myers (he also
made those wonderful
scones), Pastor Wayne, John Shonk, Hunter Tomlin, Jack
Wagoner, Joe Dearing, Eric Sletten, Marlin Schmidt, Don
Sexauer and Jerry Sims.
The annual “Ice Cream Sunday” will be on Sunday July 7th in
the Fellowship Hall following the first worship service. We
encourage those who attend the second service to come
early for ice cream with a variety of toppings and cookies.
When using the kitchen and fellowship hall we ask you to
please put things back where you found them. If unsure
where they go, leave them out and our committee will put
them in the correct place. After using the fellowship hall,
please wipe off the tables and pick up any debris that is
there. A rule of thumb – leave things as you found them.
Treat the Church as you would your own home.
“Jan’s Lending Library is getting full – Don’t
forget to check out the good books and
magazines on the cart. There is a good
selection and I am sure you will find something you would enjoy reading.
We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00. We
would love to see some new faces and new ideas at our
meetings!
Tama Garski, 405-1018, rtg1965@yahoo.com

SHOES
 Girls, 11-6
 Women, 7-9
 Men, 7-11
UNDERWEAR
 Girls, size 14-16
 Women, size 5-7 (prefer the bikini style)
 Boys, size 4,6,8,10-12,14-16
 Men, size S,M,L (prefer boxer briefs)
SOCKS
 Girls/Women (ankle socks)
 Boys/Men (crew socks)
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Membership at TLC?

GATHER:
Women's
Summer
Bible
Studies
Brunch & Bible
"For just such a time as this" The Book of Esther
 June 22 Saturday 10-12 Esther Part I
 July ? (TBA contact Pastor Christa if you can
facilitate Part II on a Saturday in July)
 August 17 Saturday 10-12 Esther Part III

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP IS SO MUCH
MORE than voting or serving on
committees!!! It’s about covenanting
with this community. It’s about upholding the body of Christ by sharing in
regular worship, prayer and immersing
ourselves in God’s Word with people
both like and different from ourselves.
It’s about supporting the church with
tithes and offerings, and giving the best
of ourselves in service. It’s not like
being a member of a club, but it’s a holy
bond to practice and grow into the love
of Christ, together!
A membership class and simple liturgy
binds us to this community and to Christ
in the community. Please consider
participating in our next New Members
workshop followed by a salad & burger
supper, Sunday June 23, 3-5pm with
Pastors Wayne AND Christa [PW will
rush back from El Paso just for this! ],
with new members received on June 30.
If we have a critical mass of at least
three people we will do it!*
God’s Church is always, “Better Together”.
*[otherwise we will postpone until early fall 2019]

Children welcome!
Noise expected!!

We have added rainbow “busy
bags” for helping our littlest
worshipers stay engaged and happy
during worship. Please help yourself and then return the
bags after worship.
We plan to make surprise additions to the
busy bags from time to time. Suggestions
and donations would be appreciated!
A big thanks to the Worship and Music
committee for starting this ministry.
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IMPOR TANT NO TICE

The next edition of the
Crossbeams will be a
combination issue, July &
August.
Please get your articles
and announcements in by
June 25th.
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Ladies Tea 2019

April showers bring May flowers!

VBS Planning
Gather: Women’s Summer
Bible Study
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Fifteen fabulous women gathered for
Brunch & Bible. Next gathering June 22
for the Book of Esther. Plan to join us at
Trinity Lutheran Church Las Cruces.
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God’s Work. Our Hands. Ministry Team

TLC volunteers helping out!
Camp Hope
provides a safe,
compassionate,
and dignified
place for
homeless people
to make life
changes and
transition to safe,
permanent
housing.

Worship & Music Ministry
The Worship & Music Committee met Tuesday, May 16.
Pentecost is June 9. People are encouraged to wear red.
Red flowering plants or cut flowers will be placed around
the altar. People may bring their flowers Sunday morning
to place around the altar.
The Liturgy for summer will be Setting 5. This has been
used in the past. Starting June 2, the second service will
begin at 11:00 a.m. Pastors Wayne and Christa will be
gone in the month of July. A call Pastor will be used two
Sundays while lay people from the congregation will do
the other two Sundays.
Pastors are making plans for fall activities. Sermons will
be based on the book of Acts. A task force of people
interested in designing bulletin covers, posters, and art
displays based on Biblical stories for the Narthex will be
created. If you are interested, please contact Pastor
Christa and Wayne or people on the committee. We
need your help and ideas!
We would like to add a Pascal candle and stand to our
worship. This proposal will be presented to the Council
for approval.
The next meeting of the Worship & Music Committee will
be August 13 at 6:00 p.m.

For our 11:00
Christian mass
starting in June:

We need YOU
to be a
"super-usher"
NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED that's what makes you so super ! 
FREE TRAININGPROVIDED!
ANY age welcome!
OR, see Kris Hansen about being a
"special music and/or song leader"

Happy Father’s Day

Please add YOUR name to the sign-up
in the narthex, and contact Pastor Christa
920-489-0650 or Barb Thomas 502-0988
or Richard Rakoff 321-446-3401 (for superushers) or see Pastor Christa or Kris
Hansen 640-0591 (for 11 am "special
music/song leader".)

Page 7

Living Christ’s Love

2019 Crossbeams Newsletter

PRAYER REQUESTS
2900 Elks Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-523-4232
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
www.trinitylutheranlc.org
George Timmerman, President
Kris Hanson, Vice President
Richard Rakoff, Secretary
Don Sexauer, Treasurer
Malinda Dyer
Patti Risk
John Shonk
Jerry Sims
Mary Sletten
Pastor Christa von Zychlin

Please offer your thoughts and prayers for: Brian Abraham, Tony & Natalie
Anthony, Steven Anowlic, Baker family, Bea Boyd, Lynn Brandt, Tim & Debbie
Brown, Jeremy Bryan, Judie Bryan & family, Dorothy Budgett, Madelyn
Caldwell, Tammy Combs, Rashawn Copeland, Kenneth Drake, Alice Dressler,
Wilba Duggan, Beatrice Garski, David Garski, Gary Heinz, Carla Holzerland,
Ted & Stella Jones, Jann K., Kerri MacPherson, Veronica Leyva, Anne Miller, Carolyn
Mink family, Rick Monroe family, Carmella Myers, Dorothy & Barbara Nelson, Dorothy
Peterson, Lavilette Rakoff, Bertha Roman & family, Lori Ruoff, Miriam Shouman, Arvel
Thomas, Dan Tiefenbrunn, Teg Tolstad, Magdalene von Zychlin, Bobbie Walker, Maria
Warner, and Craig & Elizabeth, Kathy & family.
Serving in the Military: Hurburt Field, FL, Colin & Jason Purvis.
Please call the pastors, Marlene Nunez or the church office if there are changes/
additions needed to the prayer requests. We want to care for one another.

CELEBRATIONS

pastorchristalascruces@gmail.com

Members celebrating John & Cindie Shonk 6/06/2009
an anniversary:
Eric & Teresa Sletten 6/09/2000

Pastor Wayne Nieminen
pastorwawnelascruces@gmail.com
==================================

Dan & Wilba Duggan 6/12/1955
6/26/2016
Brian & Shelby Clark

Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary
Seth Zamora, Worship & Music Director
Pamela Crume, Office Secretary
Maria Evaro, Custodian

Members celebrating a birthday:
Jill Johnson
Richard
Lyla
Lee
Fantasy
Judie
Eric
Ruth

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS
AN ELCA CONGREGATION.
WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN
LIFE BY GOD TO:


GATHER people to faith in the
forgiving and transforming
“Presence of God”



EQUIP people for a dynamic
role in the “Body of Christ”



SEND people into the world,
driven by the Spirit, to “Share
the Grace” of our living God

and

11:00 am

Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Pastor Christa: pastorchristalascruces@gmail.com
Pastor Wayne: pastorwawnelascruces@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces
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Logan
Ann
Ryan
Claire
Laura
John
Erin
Rosalyn

Ross
Steinhoff
Hanson
Sims
Berglund
Shonk
Bryan
Stolee

6/19
6/19
6/20
6/21
6/25
6/26
6/27
6/27

"God loves a cheerful
giver!" 2 Corinthians 9:7

9:00 am

How To Find Us:

6/04
6/04
6/04
6/05
6/11
6/15
6/17
6/18

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary!

SUNDAY
WORSHIP

We’re at 2900 Elks Drive, just north of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70) and Elks Drive.
From I-25 take the US 70/Main St. exit, turn
west to first stop light, turn north one block.

Vigil
Shirkey
Sexauer
Beatty
Miller
Bryan
Nieminen
Rakoff









You can now make a SECURE
on-line contribution via Trinity
Lutheran Church's website,
it’s simple and SECURE. Give a
single gift or schedule an
on-going donation. You can
select a specific category:
General Fund
Memorial/In Honor of
ELCA Mission Support
Altar Flowers
Building Use
Local Charity Work/God's Work. Our Hands.
or select other (for a category not listed)

Just go to trinitylutheranlc.org and click
on the green “GIVE” button.

Living Christ’s Love

The Crossbeams
is a monthly
publication of
Trinity Lutheran
Church of Las
Cruces, New Mexico
If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please
e-mail it to the TLC office by the
20th of each month at:
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Please notify the office
if you have any changes
to your address, email, etc.
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