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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR PAUL

IN THIS ISSUE

It's hard to believe but this is my final
newsletter article. This past year has been
extremely meaningful and fulfilling, in large
measure because of the way you have received
me into the community. I have also enjoyed
getting to know this region of the southwest,
with all its beauty and diversity. I have learned
about our border issues, took a day to
experience the border during a day in El Paso
at Pr. Rosemary's church, Cristo Rey, have been a few times to
White Sands and was able to take a slide down the sands with
Hunter's encouragement (there is photographic proof!), have been
to Cloudcroft and a camping area nearby, made a continuing
education trip to Tucson, experienced two events at the Rio
Grande Theater, volunteered all year at the Fountain Theater, met
monthly with interfaith clergy at Bite o' Belgium, gotten to know
the strong and faithful clergy in the Border Conference including
Pr Jared and his wife Deacon Laura Carson at Peace Lutheran,
been a number of times to evening discussions at Community of
Hope sponsored by Border Servant Corps (open to the public), and
much more. This area is rich with a varied culture and fascinating
history. The Organ Mountains are the most unique mountains I've
ever seen, so different in character from the Rocky Mountains.
Unfortunately I've also become intimate with your marvelous
rehab Center at Mountain View, but what a terrific job they do
there! I've experienced weather unlike anything I've known before,
with wind gusts strong enough to blow my car off the road and
heat hot enough to cook dinner in my Subaru. But most days it is
perfect. I have heard some excellent concerts at NMSU, including
our own Seth Zamora's magnificent recital. I understand why so
many choose to live here.
Our work together has been fruitful. There is greater participation
and a spirit of hope for the future (and the present) has taken hold
in the community. Trinity is rising to meet its own as yet undefined
future, but that will come. The Call Committee is exited, dedicated
and has excellent people doing the work.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
The TLC parking lot was recently resurfaced
giving the property a cleaner look.

LADIES TEA 2017
Over 70 people attended our fifth annual Ladies
Tea. Thank you to all who joined us and helped
with this grand event!

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:00 am
Fellowship
Hour

Following Worship

SUNDAY SCHOOL

10:30 am

Continued on page 2
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Pastor Paul...Continued from page 1,

As with the Transition Team they have
to do their work behind closed doors,
but they will also be communicating
with you when there is important
information to report, as we did with the
Transition Team process. I strongly
encourage patience to ensure careful
discernment. The synod is on your side
and knows the issues you face. I am
certain that they will send the people they
feel are the very best available candidates
for this setting. I trust them and I hope you
will as well. Not incidentally the Spirit is at
work among you!
You have heard me say often that we all
want to be heard clearly and respectfully.
As human beings we really owe that to
one another. Our theology of grace can be
understood as the gift of being heard by
God and welcomed in love, which extends
to all people. This need to be heard runs
very deep in us. Nobody wants to be shut
down or told verbally or non-verbally that
their opinions don't matter. It is the one
gift we can give to one another that will
last forever, but we have to learn it and
practice it. When we by default turn to
labeling and name-calling, we are also
turning away from this fundamental moral
and theological teaching that forms the
core of our faith tradition. In a recent
sermon I hinted at all this and on
re-reading it I thought I would share it
again:
Love is the mark of the Christian. The only
persuasive argument for Christian faith, or
any faith, is the love shown by those who
claim to believe it. It is a love that knows
no boundaries, no ethnic divisions, no
socio-economic division or any other
division, no hatred towards anyone, but
rather embraces love and forgiveness as
the antidote to any resentment or
prejudice. That is the kind of community I
want to join, one that is like that and that
reaches beyond itself to serve others in
need.
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This is the bottom line for whatever the
church will become in the future. God has
given us the Spirit of truth, which is Jesus'
presence within and among us, his love flowing
from and God filling us, and this love then
flowing among us and out into the world.
This love is transformative and, yes, it is also
challenging. It is also what drives the church at its best
and always will.
Thank you for a wonderful year of partnership ministry.
You have taught me much and I have tried to learn it!
May God bless you richly in the years to come.
In the love of Christ,
Pr Paul

New Cho ect
Rosalyn Stolee was
recently hired as the TLC
Choir Director. She holds
a BA in Music and an MA
in Education. Rosalyn
brings over 30 years of
experience directing church choirs and
working with the church community in
a musical setting, which included a
wide variety of age groups and
types of music. She looks
forward to working with
the TLC singers as we
praise God in song.
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CARE THANKS YOU! I’m
excited to announce that
another $124.00 was
raised for CARE! If you've
donated, thank you! And
even if you're simply
reading this, thank you too!
Whether you decided to
enjoy some cake, donate,
or both, you were a major
source of inspiration and
encouragement in my cakebaking adventure and were directly impacting and supporting the
cancer-fighting community in Las Cruces. Thank you Trinity!!
As a little side-note, the trinity congregation is welcome to follow
along with the fundraiser and cake-baking process (recipes
included) by visiting my personal blog:
sweetspyglass.blogspot.com
Again, thank you for your support! ~Christine Shirkey
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Ken and Jackie would like to express
their sincere thanks to all who
aended their farewell celebraon!
They will deeply miss their church
family but look forward to their new
journey together.
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Ladies Tea
Fashion Show

Thank you Pastor Paul for the stewardship and ministry you have so
graciously provided for our congregation here at Trinity Lutheran Church.
We realize that you are devoted to your wife Nancie and coming to Las
Cruces was at considerable personal sacrifice.
Thank God for interim pastors who don't simply take a preaching post to
pad an inadequate retirement check, but who are real pastors doing a real
work of ministry for a congregation who needs love and guidance as they
make their way toward a new chapter in their history.
We just want you to know how much we appreciate everything that you
have done for Trinity every day. Your sermons are always thoughtful and
well-delivered, and the care that you show to the different ministries really
lets every member of the congregation feel that they are special to you.
Trinity Lutheran Church Council
Carol and Pastor Paul reminiscing.

June Housekeeping
We are continuing work with the summer
clean up crew. The next project is to clean
the pew cushions in the sanctuary. This will
start Tuesday, June 13 at 9:00. If you have
a portable upholstery steam cleaner, please
bring. Otherwise bring your bucket and
supplies, and we will clean by hand.
Other clean up projects include cleaning the chairs in the fellowship hall and shampooing the carpets. This will be done in the
following weeks.
Come join us if you are willing and able. If you have any
questions, please contact George or Susanne Timmerman.

Page 4

Crossbeams Newsletter

Thank you to all of our
wonderful volunteers who are
helping spruce up the church
inside and out! The parking lot
was recently resurfaced and the
exterior doors and the bench by
the entryway have been newly
painted.
Thank you for helping maintain
our church facility and grounds.

Thank you to all who have helped with Sunday school this year. We had our last regular
class on May 21st. We have been following along with the lectionaries and the
children have really connected what they've heard in church and children's sermon,
to the readings and activities in Sunday school. It's pretty wonderful seeing children
excited about the Bible lessons they are learning. We will be meeting throughout the
summer so stay tuned for upcoming information on dates and class topics.

Fellowship Committee News
Our fifth annual Ladies Tea was a grand event! Scones, savories
and sweets were enjoyed by all. Sherri Gaines treated us with a
style show of vintage clothing. I don’t know how we will top that
program! A big thank you to all who helped make this year’s tea
a success: the cooks, models and of course the men who served
the tea and goodies. And a special thank you to Brenda Barnett
who donated so many items for the door prizes.
The annual Ice Cream Sunday will be held on July 9th
after worship. We will be serving ice cream with loads
of different toppings.

Ladies Tea
May 2017

“Jan’s Lending Library” is getting full –Don’t forget to
check out the good books and magazines on the cart.
There is a good selection and I am sure you will find
something you would enjoy reading.
We meet on the 2nd Thursday of
the month at 10:00. We would
love to see some new faces and
new ideas at our meetings!
Tama Garski, 405-1018
rtg1965@yahoo.com
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May 4, 2017 Worship Committee Meeting Summar y
The Worship committee met at Trinity Lutheran Church with 12 members
in attendance. After a short prayer by Pastor Paul, the minutes for the
last four meetings were handed out for information. An election for
Chairperson/Secretary was proposed. Nominations from the floor were
requested and Richard Rakoff agreed to stay on if the committee desired.
He was elected by acclamation.
Next, plans for the upcoming services were discussed. Setting four will
be used thru June 4th. Pastor Paul’s last service will be on June 4th,
which is Pentecost Sunday. A jazz service with a bass player is being
planned. Pam will be requested to post an announcement two weeks
prior to Pentecost Sunday for everyone to wear red that Sunday. This will
also be put it into the Crossbeams.
We welcomed Rosalyn Stolee as the new church Choir Director and to being a
member of the Worship committee. A hymn selection box was discussed and
Richard offered to either buy or make a box. The purpose for the box is for members of the Congregation to put hymn suggestions into the box via a slip of paper
and the suggested hymn will be reviewed by the Pastor and Choir Director to see
how it can be incorporated into a service. Rosalyn suggested that we could perhaps have a hymn Sunday in which a hymns origins would be discussed.
Elaine Benzie had a display of Chrismons and a discussion was held on when,
how, and what would be the best way to get them decorated. Nothing has been finalized yet.

Ladies Tea 2017

The last item was a discussion about the holding of hands during the ‘Lord’s prayer’. Announcements were made at
the May 7th and Congregation comments are being taken. The primary thought for doing this was to foster an air of
community during Communion. Congregation members may give their comments to anyone on the Worship committee.
The next meeting will be held on August 3rd at 5:30 pm.

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild has purchased a new linen altar cloth to
replace the old one. This was purchased with funds from the
Memorial and Banner Fund. We will start using the new
altar cloth on Pentecost Sunday. Thanks to all who donated
to these funds.
The old altar cloth was donated to the Gospel Mission. They
send their thanks and blessings to Trinity
Lutheran for thinking of them.
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Thank You Trinity Choir
Wow! Where did the time go? As of this year, I was the Choir
Director at Trinity for 5 years. In 2012, I was asked by the
Worship Committee to be the Choir Director in 2012. At that
time, the last Choir Director (Delores) had quit several months
earlier, and Trinity was without a regular choir.
I initially did not want the job. I didn’t feel that I could do it justice.
The only experience I’d had up to that point was directing a small
group of men from the Voz Vaqueros that had volunteered to sing
at Barbara’s funeral a month earlier. Although I’ve been singing in
choirs since I was a young child, directing is a whole different
animal! After some light arm-twisting by the committee (and
especially my Mother), I decided to go for it and give it a try.
After all, what’s a church without a choir?
As you can see with the picture of the choir from the 2012 - 2013
season, it was quite a group of singers. In the front row, you can
see my daughter Jessica. At the time the picture was taken, she
was just 6 years old! It took a lot of convincing to get her to sing,
but I really wanted to show that the choir covered all ages. For a
while, Evangeline Alvarez was also singing with the choir. She
and Jessica made quite a pair!
I can honestly say now that I’m very glad that I took the job. It’s
been a very rewarding experience. It may not show, but I had a
serious case of stage fright. In the first year, the choir could see
the terror on my face as I was directing them for the Sunday
service. I felt as if everything I was doing was wrong.
As time went on, with your help, I was able to relax more. After all, like I have told all of those that have sung in the choir:
“Singing is supposed to be fun!” I learned to tell myself that wrong notes and other mistakes happen, but the main point
was to sing praises to God, and that he would understand. And, as long as the choir had a good time, and the congregation
loved it, then everything was good.
I have tried to give a variety of music over the years. Just about every song the choir sang hadn’t been sung at Trinity for at
least a decade. I dusted off the chime bells and the choir sang several songs where they were used.
When Jessica started learning to play the clarinet, I found a choir piece that had a clarinet part and with Seth’s help with
transposing her part, Jessica performed for the first time in front of her TLC family.
Easter this year was especially instrumental. I want to thank Jan Tuszka for playing the organ, Judie Bryan for playing the
tambourine, and a really big thank you to Bailey Frietze for playing the flute. Bailey is Sid Graft’s granddaughter!
As you know, the church has now hired a Professional Choir Director, Rosalyn Stolee, so my services are no longer needed.
May 14th was my last Sunday as Choir Director.
Like I said before, it’s been my pleasure. With the experience I gained directing the Trinity Choir, I was able to take over as
director of the Voz Vaqueros when a new director was needed. That was something I never thought I could do, but with your
help and support over the years, I found that I could do it.
I can’t express my thanks enough for everyone that has sung in the choir
over the past 5 years! You have made wonderful music to God and for
everyone TLC. You are a wonderful group of singers!
Thank you for the cards, they mean a lot.
Thank you to Kris Hanson and Seth Zamora for playing for the choir. We
couldn’t have done it without you!
One last big “Thank You!” to my daughter Jessica. It’s been really
special to me having you in the choir. As you can see from the pictures,
she started out as the shortest member at age 6, and is now taller than
her Grandmother at age 11! ~Eric Sletten
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We’ve just completed a strategic planning process that paints a compelling picture of who we are as the Rocky Mountain
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. What we see in this picture is that we are congregations and
ministries, we are ministers and leaders, we are partners and people of Christ’s Church who together proclaim and embody
God’s unconditional love for the sake of the world.
That’s our mission, that’s our reason for being: to so live in the fullness of God’s love – a love that seeks us out in Jesus, a
love that claims and inhabits us through the Holy Spirit, a love that without exception is for each and every person, for each
and every part of us – we are called to so live in the fullness of that love that together we proclaim and share and embody it
for all people, for the whole creation. Can you think of anything more important, any better reason for getting up each day?
As the ELCA Rocky Mountain Synod, together we proclaim and embody God’s unconditional love – and we do so for the
sake of the world, a world that is divided and hurting, a world living in all kinds of death. Ours is a world yearning for new life
and hope, which is exactly what we have to offer as Christ’s Church.
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Presiding Bishop Eaton:
May 5, 2017
On May 4, President Trump signed an executive order titled “Promoting Free
Speech and Religious Liberty.” The measure addresses the IRS ban on
political campaigning by tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organizations, an important
protection for houses of worship. That regulation is codified into law, so it
would take an act of Congress to reverse, but President Trump signaled his
administration’s opposition to the rule by directing the IRS to use maximum
discretion to refrain from enforcing it.
The Lutheran Confessions state “the power of church and civil government must not be mixed ...
[while] both be held in honor and acknowledged as a gift and blessing” (Augsburg Confession,
Article 28). The ELCA Constitution affirms that one of the purposes of this church is to “work with
civil authorities in areas of mutual endeavor, maintaining institutional separation of church and state
in a relation of functional interaction” (ELCA Constitution 4.03.n.). Our social teaching encourages
members and leaders to be politically active as citizens and to provide moral leadership that
advocates for just and fair policies. Nothing in the current IRS rules prohibit such activities.
Neither our theological heritage nor our social teaching lift up what we would understand today as
partisan activity by church officials by church officialsendorsing or funding specific candidates, for
instancebecause that confuses the appropriate responsibilities of church and state leadership.
Exemption from taxation is an appropriate benefit granted to churches and other charities. The
restriction on endorsement of political candidates in no way restricts freedom of religion. In fact,
it allows churches to continue to focus on ministry and protects them from being lured into
participation in partisan politics to the detriment of their proclamation and mission. The ELCA
provides this guidance to ministries on participation in the electoral process.
Earlier this year, the ELCA joined with 99 diverse faith groups in sending a letter to Congress
opposing any effort to undermine the so-called Johnson Amendmentthose IRS regulations that
protect both the taxpayer and our houses of worship. We do not seek or desire a change in tax law
that could prove divisive in our congregations or detrimental to our witness of Christ.
Let us not be tempted to participate in partisan politics, but rather focus on being part of God's
reconciling work through Christ in the world and proclaiming the gospel word.
God’s peace,

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
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Trinity Lutheran Church

PRAYER REQUESTS

2900 Elks Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88005

Please remember these family and friends in our prayers for wholeness
and healing: Natalie & Tony Anthony, Cynthia Griffee Antone, June Bauer, John
Bozzell, Lynn Brandt, Allen Briggs family, Jeremy Bryan, Landon Chavez, David
Choate, Rashawn Choate, Al Davis, Michael Deliberto, Wilba Duggan, Jorge &
Irene Esaynder, Jim Fahrbach, Debbie Fisher, Delores & Jack Fleming, Russell
Fox, Nancy Garippo, Lexie Giron, Sherry Green, Bill Harlan, Mary Beth Harlan, Hatar
Nassarie, Yolanda Hernandez, Christy Hileman, Ted & Stella Jones, Jann K., Juanita Kiss,
Richard & Sandi Kleiner, Vicky LeMahieu, Barb Libento, Tammy Lund, Rosie Macias;
Kerri MacPherson, Hannalore Maddox, Jesus Marquez, Jennie McCandless, Jim
McDonald, Jaki McCollum, Janet Michael, Anne Miller, Jan Myers, Adeline Nowodworski,
Sandra Ogonowski, Nancy Paulikas, Evelyn Penc, John Perkins, Harvey Pickrel, Sheila
Riedel, Lilliam Rivera, James & Caylor Ross, Miriam Shouman, Rick Shreffler, John &
Mary Signore, Rosalie Spangler, Dolly Tellez, Rev. Dale Topp, Judy Young, Maria Warner,
Gary Williams, Lorie Yurcic, Cindy Zediker. Military: Chris Brown/RAF Mildenhall, UK,
Edward Fongeallaz/South Korea, Colin & Jason Purvis.

575-523-4232
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
www.trinitylutheranlc.org
2017 COUNCIL MEMBERS
Glenn Kuehn, Council Pres.
George Timmerman, Vice Pres.
Eric Sletten, Secretary
Lee Beatty
Jim Benzie
Carl Hagle
Kris Hanson
Marlin Schmidt
Rev. Paul Carlson, Interim Pastor
==================================

Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer
Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary
Seth Zamora, Music
Rosalyn Stolee, Choir Director
Pamela Crume, Office Manager
Jonathan Crume, Sexton

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS
AN ELCA CONGREGATION.
WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN
LIFE BY GOD TO:
GATHER people to faith in the
forgiving and transforming
“Presence of God”
 EQUIP people for a dynamic
role in the “Body of Christ”
 SEND people into the world,
driven by the Spirit, to “Share
the Grace” of our living God


SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:00 am
SUNDAY
SCHOOL
10:30 AM
How To Find Us:
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north
of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70)
and Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/
Main St. exit, turn west to first stop light, turn
north one block.
Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
trinitylutheranlc
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Please let the office know if there are changes/additions needed to prayer requests.

CELEBRATIONS
Members celebrating an anniversary:
John & Cindie Shonk
Eric & Teresa
Dan & Wilba

6/06/2009

Sletten 6/09/2000
Duggan 6/12/1955

Glenn & Donna Kuehn

6/12/1965

Members celebrating a birthday:
Jill Johnson
Richard
Lee
Fantasy
Oren
Judie
Ruth

Vigil
Shirkey
Beatty
Miller
Lucy
Bryan
Rakoff

6/04
6/04
6/05
6/11
6/12
6/15
6/18

Logan
Ann
Ryan
Claire
Laura
John
Erin

Ross
Steinhoff
Hanson
Sims
Berglund
Shonk
Bryan

6/19
6/19
6/20
6/21
6/25
6/26
6/27

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary!
The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office
Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran
Church, Las Cruces, New Mexico.
If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail
it to the office by the 20th of the month at office@trinitylutheranlc.org.
Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than
Wednesday of each week.
Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.
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