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2019
JOURNEYS WITH JESUS AND PASTORS CHRISTA & WAYNE
“Here’s the church, here’s the steeple,
It’s summer in Las Cruces,
where’s all the people?!!”

As Pastor Wayne and I prepare for a whole month away – I’m so eager to spend
time with our family, and so looking forward to getting away from phones and
computers – I hope you won’t think me hypocritical if I say – Remember your
church family! Don’t stay away from the gathered worship community this
summer!
Some years ago I compiled 5 Reasons for Remembering the Sabbath: Here is a
shortened version of them:
1 - Because God said so: “Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy.” (Exodus
20:8)
This is the only one of the ten commandments that Christians openly take
pride in breaking. So often we recount our weekend activities and they don’t
in any way include a sense of a day – or even an hour! – in which we have “set
aside” (the meaning of holy) time to honor the Lord of the Universe.
Really, people, it’s not one of the ten suggestions, it’s one of the Ten
Commandments.

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:00 AM
AND

11:00 AM
FELLOWSHIP
COFFEE & SNACKS
AFTER WORSHIP

575-523-4232
WWW.TRINITYLUTHERANLC.ORG

www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces

2 - Because it gives you the perfect excuse for taking it easy. “Six days you

shall labor and do all your work but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord
your God; you shall not do any work.” (Exodus 20:9-10)

One day a week, a worship commitment gives you the perfect excuse not to
run errands, not to mop the floor, and not to drive your kid to the mall. You’re
attending church, for heaven’s sake, and anybody is welcome to come with
you. Chores and errands can wait because God says they can.
3 - Because it enlarges your world. “And let us consider how to provoke one

another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some.” (Hebrews 10:24-25)

Worship gives you a chance to be reminded of others besides yourself and
your own family. Maybe you will be asked to contribute to back-to-school
supplies, or get to know a homeless person, or offer Christian kindness to
refugees. While many of us are off on summer trips, the call and opportunities
continue, for becoming instruments of God’s love to God’s children around
Las Cruces and throughout the world.
Continued on page 2
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Journeys With Jesus...Continued from page 2

4 - Because lesser numbers don’t mean a lesser God. “For

where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among
them.” (Matthew 18:20)

Jesus demands no quorum for his appearance among us at
church. The choir may be on hiatus and your favorite preacher
(!?) on vacation, but you might have the chance to go over and
share the peace with child, ask someone else how they’re doing
after the death of a loved one, and hear the Gospel in a fresh
way from one of our substitute pastors or lay preachers.
God shows up even when the numbers are few, sometimes
especially when a gathering is small.
5- Because worship refreshes your soul in more ways than one.
“The [Jesus] said to them, The Sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for the Sabbath.” (Mark 2:27)
Just think, by going to church you get to look at fresh flowers,
hear great music, experience the timeless Word of God, and
receive the bread and cup of salvation. Not shabby for a one
hour (or so ) commitment.
Church in the summer? I heartily recommend it, whether you
attend Trinity or walk into a different church in whatever exotic
location your summer travels take you. Bring back a bulletin
which we can share on our TLC bulletin board! Pastor Wayne
and I will also be attending church in Wisconsin, and look forward to coming back and sharing our Sabbath experiences with
you. See you in August!
With love in Christ, Pastor Christa
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Mike Holsten used to be a member here at Trinity. He is
retired and lives with his wife in Phoenix. He has published
two books on Amazon.com and Kindle.com: “Ask”, You
said is a collection of conversations with the Lord based on
three passages chosen from each chapter of the New Testament that can be used as a daily devotional book. It is designed to encourage enjoying the New Testament and enjoying conversing with the Lord. Seven Worship Words is an
encouragement to experience the Lord’s presence with a
daily attitude of worship. It is quite short and consists of a
first part that describes seven worship words, and a second
part that suggests many ways to use them. Mike has sent a
sample copy of each book to our church with the prayer
that they might be a blessing to people here. These copies have been placed in our church library.
The print book, Ask, costs $16.95 plus tax and shipping. The print book, Seven, costs $5.95 plus tax and
shipping. The Kindle book, Ask, costs $2.99 plus tax. The Kindle book, Seven, costs $.99 plus tax.
You may contact the author directly at Michael Holsten holsten@zianet.com

Trinity Welcomes
Danielle Cordova
To TLC as our new
Minister of Music
Danielle Cordova is an Albuquerque
native who moved to Las Cruces in
2010. She graduated with a
Bachelor of Music degree in 2015
and continues to work as a freelance
musician in southern New Mexico
and Texas.
Danielle's first musical performances were as a small
child in church with congregation members giving her the
support, confidence, and faith she needed to become
a professional. With six years of church leadership
experience, she is excited to spread her love of music
and her love of the Word to the Trinity family.
Psalm 13:5-6 (NIV)
But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your
salvation. I will sing the Lord's praise, for he has been good
to me."
Regards,
Danielle Cordova
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TLC presenting the gift to MV Community of
Hope. Our thanks to Kris Hanson for the
great photo!
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BACK TO
SCHOOL
NEEDS
The Gospel Mission Clothing Room will be collecting
clothing for school age children in Las Cruces. They pride
every child with a new pair of shoes, underwear, and
socks to start the school year. All school age children are
eligible for this. The Clothing Room is the only organization in LC who provides this for children.
Gods Work Our Hands will be collecting the shoes, socks,
and underwear from June 9-July 21.
Below are the items and sizes needed:
SHOES
 Girls, 11-6
 Women, 7-9
 Men, 7-11
UNDERWEAR
 Girls, size 14-16
 Women, size 5-7 (prefer the bikini style)
 Boys, size 4,6,8,10-12,14-16
 Men, size S,M,L (prefer boxer briefs)
SOCKS
 Girls/Women (ankle socks)
 Boys/Men (crew socks)

From the Fellowship Committee
The annual “Ice Cream Sunday” will be on Sunday
July 7th in the Fellowship Hall following the first
worship service. We encourage those who attend
the second service to come early for ice cream with
a variety of toppings and cookies.
The large round grey tables were sold at the rummage sale.
Our committee will be buying four small round tables like
the ones we are currently using, as they are much easier to
handle. The tablecloths we have for the large round tables
will be cut down to fit the small round tables.
When using the kitchen and fellowship hall we ask you to
please put things back where you found them. If unsure
where they go, leave them out and our committee will put
them in the correct place. After using the fellowship hall,
please wipe off the tables and pick up any debris that is
there. A rule of thumb – leave things as you found them.
Treat the Church as you would your own home.
“Jan’s Lending Library is getting full – Don’t
forget to check out the good books and
magazines on the cart. There is a good
selection and I am sure you will find
something you would enjoy reading.
* * * * Fellowship Committee will not meet in July * * *

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00. We
would love to see some new faces and new ideas at our
meetings!
Tama Garski, 405-1018, rtg1965@yahoo.com

WHAT’S UP!
We’ve added a FULL calendar
to the website so you can now
see past and future events over
several months! If you have any
events to add or change, please let Pam know so
we can be sure to add them to the calendar.
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TLC member Wilba Lee Duggan passed away early morning June 13, 2019. A Funeral Service was held
Tuesday, June 18th at Christ Lutheran Church in Shattuck, OK, where Wilba had been baptized and
where she had married Dan 64 years ago this month. We celebrate her life as a beloved child of God
and pray God will dry the tears of all who weep, especially her husband Dan,
daughter & son-in-law Cindie & John Shonk, and her beloved grandson, Hunter.
The family has requested that in loving memory of Wilba, memorial gifts may be
directed toward the TLC Baby Grand Piano Fund.

Children welcome!
Noise expected!!

Long time member,
Dorothy M. Nelson’s
memorial service was
held at Trinity Lutheran Church on
June 29th. In memory of Dorothy, we
gathered with the Nelson family to
celebrate and honor Dorothy’s life.

Pastors Christa & Wayne will be on
vacation in Wisconsin during July 2019.
In case of pastoral emergency, our
neighboring pastors invite you to
contact them:
July 1-3
 Pastor Diana Lindon-Johnson
(Peace, El Paso) contact
#720-280-0998
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We plan to make surprise additions to the
busy bags from time to time. Suggestions
and donations would be appreciated!
A big thanks to the Worship and Music
committee for starting this ministry.

New Members
Workshop
POSTPONED
until early fall
Watch for additional planning details on the New
Members/Inquirers workshop and cookout to be
held a little later this year!
God’s Church is always, “Better Together”.

July 7-14 and July 20-31
 Pastor Jared Carson (Peace,
Las Cruces) contact 575-522-7119
(x. 12)
July 15-20
 Pastor Mike Degner (Our Savior,
Alamogordo) contact #949-545-

We have added rainbow “busy
bags” for helping our littlest
worshipers stay engaged and happy
during worship. Please help yourself and then return the
bags after worship.

* * PLEASE NOTE * * *
HELPING HANDS and the FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE
will not be meeting in July.
If any other groups/committees do not plan to
meet during the summer (or at other times),
please let Pam know so she can adjust the calendar
and get the word out in a timely fashion. TY!
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“For such a time as this” - Fifteen fabulous women gathered for
Part 1 Book of Esther Bible & Brunch. Join us for parts 2 and 3
Saturday July 20th and August 17th. Great company, good
discussion, God is with us!
Saturday July 20 - Book of Esther part 2
Saturday August 17 - Book of Esther part 3 (Season Finale)
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Kendra Hernandez
Young Adults in Global Mission
Over the past few months, I have been in the process of applying to the Young Adults in Global
Mission program through the ELCA. In short, YAGM is a year-long program that sends young
adults overseas to live in service, simplicity, and accompaniment. After a few interviews, I was
lucky enough to be invited to the Discernment, Interview, and Placement event in Chicago, IL in
mid-April. At this event, 73 young adults from around the US gathered to learn and discern what
a year of service might look like for each of us and if it was the right thing to do and at the right
time. Each of us were pre-selected for two different country programs that we then attended
presentations for and interviewed for with the respective country coordinators. On Sunday of
this event, we were each offered a specific placement that we could either accept or decline.
I am pleased and overjoyed to announce that I have accepted the call to Central Europe set to leave in August of this year! I
truly feel this is what I am meant and called to be doing at this time in my life. As I prepare to leave, I am expected to raise
$5,000 that will go to the YAGM program to ensure future generations the same life-changing experience that I will be
having this coming year. In addition, I will be creating a blog in the coming months to keep everyone and anyone that is
interested up to speed on the happenings of my service year. If you are interested in making a gift towards this venture, feel
free to contact me or follow the link to my fundraising page to make an online donation. Thank you for all of your support
throughout the years and for the years to come!
CLICK HERE to visit Kendra’s Online Fundraising Page
Note: The Global Service Unit of the ELCA asked us to support YAGM (Young Adult in Global Mission), Kendra Hernandez, a
member of Peace Lutheran in Las Cruces. She will be serving in Central Europe this next year. The TLC council approved
supporting Kendra’s ministry project.
Kendra will be coming to TRINITY on Sunday, August 11th! During the children’s time and between services, she will share
about her upcoming year of service and invite us to pray for her and the church and people she will be encountering. She
needs to raise funds towards her year of service and has been encouraged to reach out to other congregations in New
Mexico and El Paso.
CAST YOUR VOTE!
I would like to thank Eric and John
Sletten for their wonderful work in
repairing the soda machine. Because
of their hard work, we can now, once
again, enjoy a soda at church!
This seems like a good time to have
a vote on which sodas to have
available. Please vote for your favorite one or suggest
a new one. Coke, Cherry Coke, Raspberry Tea, Diet
Coke, Diet Dr Pepper, Root Beer, others.
The voting sheet can be found on the machine. I will
tally the results in August so plan to vote soon!
Thank you,
Judie Bryan

Page 7

Living Christ’s Love

2019 Crossbeams Newsletter

July 3, 2019

A Reconciling in Christ synod

Child Detention: What Can We do?
On June 6, 2019, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and other faith leaders issued a
statement on children in detention:
Our houses of worship and agencies have welcomed, engaged and served many
migrant families that have recently arrived in the U.S. These migrants have left their
communities to provide safety for their children and protect them from harm. Sadly,
as a nation we have denied them safety, instead placing them in detention facilities,
sometimes long after the mandated 72-hour limit. Many detention centers are overcrowded and lack sanitation, further
elevating the risk of serious health issues for migrants already stressed and weakened by their journeys. We believe our
nation and its leaders have both the moral and legal responsibility on behalf of those who seek safety in our land.”
(Read full statement) https://elca.org/News-and-Events/7982

In the weeks following Bishop Eaton’s statement, many more stories have emerged about this ongoing humanitarian crisis.
As awful details about the conditions in detention centers have filtered into public consciousness, many people of faith are
rightly filled with sadness and anger, as well as a determination to take action. Just as God has shown grace and mercy to
God’s people, we also seek to reflect that grace and mercy into the world, reaching out with hope to those suffering in our
midst. Below are several ways in which you can respond in faith to this crisis:
1) Our border and immigration ministries are continuing to offer temporary hospitality to families released from
detention. Support the on-going work of Border ServantCorps , Peace Las Cruces , Trinity Las Cruces , Cristo Rey El Paso ,
and Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains through financial gifts. Volunteer through Border Servant Corps.
2) Follow ELCA AMMPARO , ELCA Advocacy , and Lutheran Immigration andRefugee Service on social media for updates and
action alerts. Respond to action alerts and share in your networks.
3) Contact your elected officials in Congress and ask them to end child detention by exercising legal oversight.
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials

4) Know Your Rights. Learn what rights you have when you interact with immigration agents or the police. Share and post
this information openly in your buildings.
5) Connect with organizations in your community supporting immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers such as the New
Mexico Faith Coalition for Immigrant Justice , Annunciation House El Paso , Metro Denver Sanctuary Coalition , and
the American Friends Service Committee
"Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven
belongs" (Matthew 19:14).
God of love, we give thanks for the people and communities opening their doors to welcome refugees and asylum
seekers. Sustain them in their work. God of comfort be present to the children living in detention centers crying out for
justice. Let them know your peace. Stir up compassion in the employees and administrators in charge of their care. God
of mercy, help us find the courage and compassion to end child detention and bring about a system rooted in your love
for all humanity. We offer prayers that come in the form of tears, with sighs too deep for words, Amen
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Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive
health screenings will be in our community on Tuesday, August 27, 2019
at Trinity Lutheran Church of Las Cruces. Ultrasound screenings to Identify risk factors for Cardiovascular disease include; Carotid Artery (plaque
buildup-a leading cause of stroke), Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (an enlargement or weak area in the main blood vessel
that carries blood from the heart to the rest of the body), Peripheral Arterial Disease (hardening of the arteries in the legs),
a Heart Rhythm Screening (an EKG to detect Atrial Fibrillation-irregular heartbeat) and an Osteoporosis Risk Assessment
for men and women. Being proactive about your health by knowing your risks helps you and your doctor address problems
early.
Register online TODAY at www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle and receive your “Community Circle” discount and
your Preferred Appointment!

"God loves a cheerful
giver!" 2 Corinthians 9:7









You can now make a SECURE
on-line contribution via Trinity
Lutheran Church's website,
it’s simple and SECURE. Give a
single gift or schedule an
on-going donation. You can
select a specific category:
General Fund
Memorial/In Honor of
ELCA Mission Support
Altar Flowers
Building Use
Local Charity Work/God's Work. Our Hands.
or select other (for a category not listed)

The Crossbeams
is a monthly
publication of
Trinity Lutheran
Church of Las
Cruces, New Mexico

If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please
e-mail it to the TLC office by the
20th of each month at:
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Please notify the office
if you have any changes
to your address, email, etc.

Just go to trinitylutheranlc.org and click
on the green “GIVE” button.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
2900 Elks Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-523-4232
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
www.trinitylutheranlc.org
George Timmerman, President
Kris Hanson, Vice President
Richard Rakoff, Secretary
Don Sexauer, Treasurer
Malinda Dyer
Patti Risk
John Shonk
Jerry Sims
Mary Sletten
Pastor Christa von Zychlin
pastorchristalascruces@gmail.com

Pastor Wayne Nieminen
pastorwawnelascruces@gmail.com
==================================

Please offer your thoughts and prayers for: Al Davis, Tony & Natalie Anthony,
Baker family, Lynn Brandt, Tim & Debbie Brown, Jeremy Bryan, Judie Bryan,
Dorothy Budgett, Madelyn Caldwell, Tammy Combs, Rashawn Copeland,
Kenneth Drake, Alice Dressler, Mike Ford, Beatrice Garski, David Garski, Gary
Heinz, Carla Holzerland, Ted & Stella Jones, Jann K., Kerri MacPherson,
Veronica Leyva, Anne Miller, Carmella Myers, Terry Nelson, Dorothy Peterson, Lavilette
Rakoff, Lori Ruoff, Devin Self, Miriam Shouman, Willie Smith family, Arvel Thomas, Dan
Tiefenbrunn, Teg Tolstad, Magdalene von Zychlin, Bobbie Walker, Maria Warner, Judy
Young, Craig & Elizabeth, Kathy & family, Mary Anne.
Families of Wilba Duggan, Dorothy Nelson and James Ross, JR.
Serving in the Military: Hurburt Field, FL, Colin & Jason Purvis.
Please call the pastors, Marlene Nunez or the church office if there are changes/
additions needed to the prayer requests. We want to care for one another.

CELEBRATIONS
Members celebrating
an anniversary:

Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary
Seth Zamora, Worship & Music Director
Pamela Crume, Office Secretary
Maria Evaro, Custodian

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS
AN ELCA CONGREGATION.
WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN
LIFE BY GOD TO:


GATHER people to faith in the
forgiving and transforming
“Presence of God”



EQUIP people for a dynamic
role in the “Body of Christ”



SEND people into the world,
driven by the Spirit, to “Share
the Grace” of our living God

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:00 am
and

11:00 am
How To Find Us:
We’re at 2900 Elks Drive, just north of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70) and Elks Drive.
From I-25 take the US 70/Main St. exit, turn
west to first stop light, turn north one block.
Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Pastor Christa: pastorchristalascruces@gmail.com
Pastor Wayne: pastorwawnelascruces@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces
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Ev & Carmella
Elden & Bonnie
Steve & Kris
John & Mary
Isaac & Jill
Les & Dawn
Jack & Mary Kay
Joe & Sharon
Don & Jean
William & Natalie

Myers
Heiden
Hanson
Sletten
Vigil
MacPherson
Wagoner
Dearing
May
Anthony

7/25/1981
8/01/1959
8/03/1991
8/05/1972
8/08/2008
8/22/1970
8/24/1963
8/28/1968
8/31/1957
8/31/1988

Members celebrating a birthday:
Hunter
Karen
Anna
June
Marjorie
Dan
Andrew
Terry
Bea
Cori
Rebecca
Alan
Sandra
Dorothy
Scarlett

Tomlin
Dahmer
Gall
Beck
Shouman
Duggan
Lerdal
Sealing
Boyd
Hanson
Sletten Combs
Walls
Beck
Peterson
Vigil

7/02
7/03
7/05
7/06
7/06
7/07
7/07
7/09
7/09
7/13
7/17
7/17
7/19
7/23
7/27

Carla
Cindie
Aidan
Dan
Bonnie
Chris
Beth
Richard
Mary Kay
Marlin
Joe
Natalie
Greg

Hozerland
Shonk
Dyer
Cosper
Heiden
Sexauer
LeBlanc
Rakoff
Wagoner
Schmidt
Dearing
Anthony
Tomlin

8/01
8/05
8/08
8/10
8/11
8/12
8/13
8/19
8/26
8/26
8/27
8/29
8/30

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary!
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