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JOURNEYS WITH JESUS AND PASTORS CHRISTA & WAYNE 

 

JANUARY 

2019 

Here we come a-wassailing  

Among the leaves so green,  

Here we come a-wand’ring 

So fair to be seen.  

Love and joy come to you. 

And to you your wassail, too 

And God bless you, and send you 

a Happy New Year!  

And God send you a Happy New Year!  
 

I’ve always loved the melody of this Christmas carol, but I’ve never known its 

meaning!   I’ve always sung the first line as:  “Here, we come a-sailing...” and 

imagined a group of people sailing among the leaves so green – which, I admit, 

does not make that much sense! 

But thanks to a recent article in the Christian Century, my nescience was once 

again transformed.   I learned that January was the season of wassailing and 

people did it on the Twelfth Night of Christmas!   Well what does “wassail” 

mean and what did they do?   

Well, the word “wassail” comes from the Anglo Saxon phrase “waes pu hael” 

which was a greeting a 1000 years ago and meant “be in good health.”  By the 

12th century it was shortened to “waes hael” and these words were offered as a 

toast before having a drink together (“usually hot spiced wine, beer or cider 

fortified with brandy, whiskey, or whatever stronger spirits were at hand.”)  

Uhm, I didn’t know that!  Should we start this practice at TLC?! 

It appears that the wassailing tradition precedes the word.  It turns out that 

there were two traditions: house-visiting-caroling-wassailing and orchard was-

sailing. The house-visiting wassailing began in the middle ages where an ex-

change took place between the feudal lords and the peasants as a form of 

“recipient initiated charitable giving.”  The peasants weren’t begging as the 

second verse (and the additional verses) in the carol makes clear: “We are not 

daily beggars/ that beg from door to door/ But we are neighbors’ children/ 

Whom you have seen before/ Love and joy.....” The peasants were just asking 

for food and drink, in exchange for the blessing and goodwill of the feudal Lord.   

This practice was gradually transformed into caroling from door to door on the 

Twelfth Night of Christmas.                
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Journeys With Jesus, continued from page 1, 

The other tradition is 

orchard wassailing.  

Here the tradition is for 

people to enter their 

orchards and to bless 

the fruit trees – which 

involves drinking and 

singing to the health of 

the fruit trees in hope that they will provide a plentiful har-

vest in the autumn.  Sometimes this meant pouring cider at 

the base of the tree and then hanging pieces of toast on its 

branches!   

So.....the lyrics are definitely not:  “Here we go a-sailing.....”   

but “Here we go wassailing!”    But, perhaps, the point of 

these old traditions are exchange of blessing and goodwill 

for the present, the new year and the future – in the many 

avenues (and wassails!) of the splendiferous lives we have 

been given by our Lord.    So I say to you:   

Love and joy come to you. 

And to you your wassail, too 

And God bless you, and send you 

a Happy New Year!  

And God send you a Happy New Year! 

p  Wayne  

"God loves a  
cheerful giver!" 

- 2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

Ring in the New Year! 
Trinity Lutheran Church's        
on-line giving has recently 
been  revised on our church web-
site at: trinitylutheranlc.org Try it 
out and spread the joy! 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Christmas wishes and Thank 
You’s from some of our friends  

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING  January 27 

after Sunday worship. 

http://www.trinitylutheranlc.org/


                                                                                                      

Page 3                                                                                                                     Crossbeams Newsletter 

Please let Pam know when anything is                    

scheduled/rescheduled/cancelled as she is          

handling the master calendar of the church … for 

good communication, we need to keep it updated 

and as accurate as possible. Thank you for your 

help with this! 

Fellowship Committee News 
Happy New Year! The Fellowship 

Committee would like to thank           

everyone for all the support they 

have given us over the years.  We are 

a small group and would love to 

have new members with new ideas.  

We meet on the second Thursday at 10:00 in the         

Fellowship Hall. 
 

And a big thank you to Bob Barnett who provides        

music for us during Fellowship time on Sunday             

mornings.  It is a nice addition to our Fellowship time 

together. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

There will be a Scandinavian Smorgasbord on          

January 13 after worship.  It isn’t necessary to bring 

anything, but if you have a favorite Norwegian,            

Swedish, Finnish or Danish dish you are welcome to 

add it to our smorgasbord.  There will be a display  

table for Scandinavian items.  What a wonderful time 

to share our Scandinavian Heritage. 
 

When using the kitchen and fellowship hall we ask you 

to please put things back where you found them.  If 

unsure where they go, leave them out and our         

committee will put them in the correct place. After 

using the fellowship hall, please wipe off the tables 

and pick up any debris that is there.  A rule of thumb – 

leave things as you found them.  Treat the Church as 

you would your own home. 
 

“Jan’s Lending Library is getting full –Don’t forget to 

check out the good books and magazines on the cart.  

There is a good selection and I am sure you will find 

something you would enjoy reading.  
 

 

Tama Garski, 405-1018, rtg1965@yahoo.com 

Spring Easier Garden Maintenance Series 
 

Date:  To be announced 

Where:  “Our church”  Trinity Lutheran Church  

Cost:  Free 

What:  Spring Easier Garden Maintenance Series 
 

 Learn new gardening skills and yard maintenance 

 Learn the basics for “do it yourself redesign” for your          

landscapes changing needs 

 Learn basics for maintenance of your plants 

 Beginners welcome! 

 Student prerequisites: 

 No gardening experience necessary 

 No previous formal gardening education necessary 

 Desire to learn improved methods of gardening, yard 

maintenance gardening  
 

Methods: 

 Individual and group education 

 Practical experience 

 Demonstration of soil preparation to improve ease of   

weeding and weed control  

 Demonstration of methods of pruning trees and bushes 

 Discussion and demonstration of how to make a potting soil 

mix for most perennials and/or desert plants 

 Inexpensive methods of fertilization both organic and       

traditional fertilization 
 

Group Goals: 

 Improve curb appeal of the church  

 Appreciation of God’s creations 

 Educate church members about our landscaping needs and 

ways to minimize weeds and improve the health and beauty 

of our church landscaping 
 

Student Goals 

 Develop basic skills to transfer this knowledge to your own 

yards 

 Test if this is a hobby for you 

 Relax, smell the earth, feel the earth and enjoy watching the 

fruits of your labor, new knowledge and/or refresher 

 Help others learn from your experience-past failures and/or 

successes with plants 

 Have fun with other gardeners 

 Improve physical, mental and Spiritual health! 

 Commune with nature “the art work of God” 
 

Instructor: Claire Sims BSN Retired Psychiatric Nurse 
Master Gardener Certificate University of Illinois 2009 

Claire’s Garden Maintenance Champaign, Illinois 

Current: Student-General Agriculture BS program NMSU 
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The Worship Committee met Tuesday, December 11.  A           

second service will begin January 13, 2019 starting at 

11:30.  This will be a shorter and less formal. 
 

There will be two services on Christmas Eve.  Both will be  

candlelight services.  Pastor Wayne will preach at the 4:00 

pm service which will be shorter and less formal. The 7:30 

pm service with be our traditional communion service with 

Pastor Christa preaching. 
 

A Pascal candle and stand are being discussed. Pastors will 

be gone January 6 and a supply pastor will be asked to fill in.  

Ryland Anne Sexauer will be baptized on December 16.  It 

was discussed to have all announcements be in the bulletin 

with Pastor announcing late ones.  Mid- Week Lenten service 

themes and music will be discussed in January.  The usher 

pamphlet has been updated by e-mail.  
 

The next meeting will be January 8 at 6:00 pm. 

Submitted by Susanne Timmerman 

Worship Meeting Summary 
The Blessing Bag Ministry 
 

The focus of the Blessing Bag           

Ministry is to provide some basic food 

and kindness items to individuals and 

families that come to the church          

hungry and  seeking assistance. 
 

Non-perishable food and basic hygiene items currently 

needed include canned beans, canned chicken or tuna, 

moist wipes and can openers, as well as sample sized          

hygiene items.  Please see the full list of items needed 

by the blessings bags in the narthex. 
 

Please contact Mary Sletten if you have questions. Her 

home number is 525-2955. Please leave a message and 

your  contact number. Submitted by Mary Sletten 

1)  SPICE update - SPICE nights 
for all ages on Wednesdays will 
resume on January 16th. Stay 
tuned for more  details! 
 

2) Youth Giving Projects - Thank you so much for taking so many animal ornaments 
from our Christmas tree that was in the Narthex.  Many chicks, pigs, and goats, and 
bees have been donated around the 
world.  We learned in VBS last summer what 
a blessing those animals are to families in 
need. 
 

Thank you for your generous donations of 
toys. Two large loads were delivered to          
Macarthur Elementary School (near Nellies 

restaurant) and Valley View (near Immaculate Heart of Mary 
church). Although social workers Serina Nevarez at  Macarthur and Tony 
Grenko at Valley View and their intern Halley Ross were thrilled with 
the donation, the real joy came from their very low income students 
who otherwise would have received nothing for Christmas.   
 

Submitted by Naomi Schmidt 

Marjorie Shouman was the winner of the Quilt Raffle. 

She is pictured with the quilt she selected from 13 

Valley View toy donation:  Naomi 

Schmidt and school social   

worker Tony Grenko with TLC Toys 

for Tots donations 

Macarthur toy donation: Naomi Schmidt, 

school social worker Serina Nevarez, and intern 

Halley Ross with TLC Toys for Tots donations 

Education All Stars 
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Youth & Family 

Ryland Ann Sexauer Baptism 
proud  parents Josh & Susana 

Ryland Ann  

Christmas Caroling 

Christmas Eve 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please offer your thoughts and prayers for: Tony & Natalie Anthony, Brandon 
Allen, Rebecca Allen, Steven Anowlic, June Beck, Lynn Brandt, Lowell Brown, 
Jeremy Bryan, Shelby Clark, Kenneth Drake, Susie Drumm, Wilba Duggan, 
Paula Dupre, Russell & Ellen Fox, Beatrice Garski, Bill Hart, Carla           

Holzerland, Ted & Stella Jones, Jann K., Dennis Kelly, Robert Lustig, Kerri 
MacPherson, Jim McDonell, Joe Metzger, Anne  Miller, Rick & Arlene Mon-

roe, Jaime  Montoya, Ev & Carmella  Myers, Dorothy Nelson, Marleen Reed, Myrna Roy, 
Miriam Shouman, Carrie Snyder, Magdalene von Zychlin, Maria Warner, Elizabeth & 
Craig Jr, Tor, John & Serene. 
 

The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office              

Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran  

Church in Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
 

If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail  

it to the office by the 20th of each month at: office@trinitylutheranlc.org.  

Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than  

Wednesday of each week.   
 

Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.  

Please call the pastors, Marlene Nunez or the church office if there are changes/

additions needed to the prayer requests.  We want to care for one another. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS 

AN ELCA CONGREGATION. 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN 

LIFE BY GOD TO: 
 

 GATHER people to faith in the 

forgiving and transforming 

“Presence of God” 

 EQUIP people for a dynamic       

role in the “Body of Christ” 

 SEND people into the world, 

driven by the Spirit, to “Share  

the Grace” of our living God 

2900 Elks Drive 

Las Cruces, NM  88005 

575-523-4232 

office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

www.trinitylutheranlc.org 

George Timmerman, President 

Kris Hanson, Vice President 

Richard Rakoff, Secretary 

Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer  

Lee Beatty 

Dale Dannhaus 

Malinda Dyer 

Patti  Risk 

Mary Sletten 

Pastor Christa von Zychlin 

Pastor Wayne Nieminen 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

 

Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary 
 

Seth Zamora, Worship & Music Director 

Pamela Crume, Office Manager 

Maria Evaro, Custodian 

How To Find Us: 
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north 

of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70) 

and Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/

Main St. exit, turn west to first stop light, turn 

north one block.   

Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org 
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/TLCLasCruces  

SUNDAY   

WORSHIP 
 

9:00 am 
 

and starting on 

Jan 13th a  

second service at 

11:30 am  

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary! 

CELEBRATIONS                     

Members celebrating a birthday: 

Members celebrating an anniversary: 

Rich & Ruth Rakoff 1/25/1969 

Wayne Nieminen 1/04 

Maria Dupre 1/04 

Emilie Steinhoff 1/04 

Christa von Zychlin 1/06 

Lynn Ernst 1/11 

Eric Sletten 1/12 

Teresa Sletten 1/12 

Sid Graft 1/13 

Bill Boyd 1/15 

Alia Hussain 1/21 

Rozzie Lucy 1/24 

I would like to offer my heartfelt thanks to all of you 
who so graciously honored me with your wonderful acts 
of kindness and generosity at Christmas. From the  
wonderful cookies to the generous Christmas bonus, 
your thoughtfulness was truly appreciated and made 
my Christmas even more special. It is such an honor to 
work at Trinity Lutheran and to be around such good 
people.  Again, thank you so much! 
 

Happy New Year, Pam Crume 


