January
2018
FROM PASTOR GENE
On this Christmas Day 2017, a time of celebrating God’s
greatest gift of the eternal Christ’s coming to all of
creation in the flesh of Jesus of Nazareth, I record these
thoughts, looking at the six-plus months of our
partnering in the ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church of
Las Cruces, and anticipating the ministry upon which
you’re embarking in the coming year with Pastors Wayne
and Christa.
First, I give thanks to God for this time of your welcoming
me into your homes and hearts and lives and ministry.
I give thanks to Pastor Paul Carlson for his leading TLC
through the Transition Process resulting in “Trinity
Lutheran Church of Las Cruces Transition Process
Report, February 2017,” in the writing of the Ministry
Site Profile (MSP), and in the forming of the Call Committee; these accomplishments led to the calling of your next regularly called pastors. This work has been
hard work, for sure, but rewarding work. I’m reminded of the advice given by a
well-known marriage and family counselor: “Choose wisely, treat kindly”; since
you’ve chosen your incoming pastors wisely, you know what’s next.
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All children Welcome!

Second, I give thanks to God for the dedicated and hard working people’s giving
of themselves in forwarding the numerous dimensions of TLC’s ministries. The
significant details can be found elsewhere in TLC’s Annual Report.
Third, I give thanks to God for the nourishing worship services made possible by
wonderful music–Seth Zamora’s playing the piano, and Rosalyn Stolee’s
immersing herself weekly in the scripture readings, spirit-led choosing of the
hymns and special music, and forming, recruiting, and leading the choir.
Fourth, I give thanks to God for the faithfulness of office manager Pam Crume
who interjects delightful creativity, and of sexton Jonathan who takes pride in
having TLC sparkle all the time.

Fellowship Hour
Following Worship

Fifth, I give thanks to God for the Congregation Council’s moving boldly forward
with TLC’s participation in the Church Development Institute (CDI)–a two-year
program–and in Stewardship for All Seasons (SAS). Both programs will assist
TLC in the next two years.
Continued on page 2
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Now, though the spectacular results achieved by a
congregation who completed CDI, and joined SAS in May
2017–a congregation much like TLC but saddled with a
debt of nearly one-million dollars (nearly 6 times that of
TLC’s debt!!!), and only one-half of the congregation
remaining after incurring that debt!!!–have been
previously reported to the Executive Committee and the
Congregation Council, I will report it here for everyone to
hear this hope-filled story!!! That congregation set a goal
of increasing the number of pledged giving units from 26
in 2017 to 45 in 2018; they also set a goal to increase
committed money by $35,000.00, from $103,000.00 in
2017 to $138,000.00 in 2018. The chairperson of the
SAS committee reports that they “blew through that goal
and actually have $70,000.00 in new committed money
for 2018. That puts our stewardship program on solid
footing for 2018 and beyond–but does not yet solve our
budget woes–but that will come. Last Sunday was
Stewardship Sunday and today was Celebration Sunday
with a brunch”!!! By the way, in addition to completing
CDI in May 2017, and joining SAS that same month, its
next regularly called pastor’s first Sunday was June 18,
2017. TLC is similarly positioned!!! Comparing the
numbers of that congregation with TLC’s–giving units,
debt burden, financial numbers–shows that TLC stands
on the threshold of a bright future.
I close with two thoughts. First, though I have no
irrefutable statistics, I’m convinced that vibrant, thriving,
pulsating congregations share these attributes: being in
prayer, being in the Word of God, and reaching outside
themselves with the Gospel.
Second, three Bible passages suggest themselves, two
from the book of Jeremiah, and one from Apostle Paul’s
second letter to the church in Corinth. First, Jer 29:11–
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD,
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a
future with hope.” The Lord does indeed have great plans
for TLC, and these plans benefit the recipients of TLC’s
ministry, giving them a future of hope also!!!
The second Bible passage is Jer 18, that well-known
chapter comparing the house of Israel to a lump of
clay, clay in the skillful and caring, sculpting hands of
the potter. The Lord continues to shape TLC as a
congregation, constantly working the clay.
As you know, in addition to using the hands when
sculpting the details important to the potter’s vision, the

Page 2

potter uses sharp instruments. It’s my prayer that TLC
presses forward in God’s unfolding future, strengthened and
comforted by these images, as TLC gives witness in this
place at this time to the resurrection of Jesus.
The final scriptural reference that comes to mind is
actually a paragraph from 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; for your
convenience, I include it here: “From now on, therefore,
we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know
him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there
is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new! All this is from God,
who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given
us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ,
since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God” (emphasis
added).
Peace & Joy,
Pastor Gene

Dear Trinity friends,
We wanted to express our
sincere thank you for the
bonus gift Jonathan and I
received at Christmas. Your generosity and holiday
spirit was very much appreciated and your kind
gesture made the season all the more merrier for us.
We are very grateful and are truly appreciative of your
support. Thank you for all you do!
Happy 2018! May you be blessed with warmth in your
home, love in your heart, peace in your soul, and joy in
your life.
Thank you again,
Pam & Jonathan Crume
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My Thanks to You

Fellowship Committee News

This past year has been one of change,
celebration and hope for the future. Pastor Paul
Carlson concluded his call as Interim Pastor in
June and a couple weeks later we welcomed
Pastor Gene Zeller as our new Interim Pastor. I
am thankful to both of them for their time of
service to our congregation. They both brought
special talents and skills that enriched our
worship and ministry.

The Fellowship Committee would like to thank
all those who either brought treats for Sunday
morning Fellowship or donated money so we
can replenish the items in the pantry. The
majority of the treats that are put out on
Sunday morning are donated by members of
the Fellowship Committee.

We now welcome Pastor Christa von Zychlin and
Pastor Wayne Nieminen to our congregation and
community. They will be with us for our January
7th worship service if all goes according to
plans. They bring with them a vast amount of
experiences that should enrich us all.
It is at this time that I wish to thank all of you for
your service to our congregation. Every Sunday
numerous volunteers carry out their duties to
provide for a meaningful worship service. That
includes those who visibly serve, those who work
behind the scenes and those who faithfully
participate in worship. Then there are those who
put in endless hours serving on committees that
tend to the wellbeing of our church. This year we
should be particularly thankful to the Call
Committee. They began their task last spring
and continued working faithfully until their job
was done this December. Finally, I would like to
thank all of those who worked to make our 50th
Anniversary celebration a success. That weekend
was highlighted in the recognition our charter
members and the participation of Bishop Jim
Gonia at our Sunday service.
Now as we look to the future I hope and pray that
together we can make Trinity Lutheran Church a
place of meaningful worship and valuable
ministries. Let us combine our time, talents and
faith to work with Pastor Christa and Pastor
Wayne to move forward and have a wonderful
new year in 2018 and many years to come.
George
Timmerman,
Council President
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We want to give special thank you to Bob
Barnett for entertaining us on with his organ
playing during Fellowship time after Worship.
SAVE THE DATE!
February 13th is Shrove Tuesday
and we will be having our annual
Pancake Supper. Pancakes, sausages and fruit
will be served. There is no charge for this event,
but please sign up so we know how many are
attending. A sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex. We will be recruiting a few men to make
the pancakes.
“Jan’s Lending Library” is getting full. Don’t
forget to check out the great books and
magazines on the cart. There is a good
selection and I am sure you will find something
you would enjoy reading.
We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at
10:00. We would love to see some new faces
and new ideas at our meetings!
Tama Garski
405-1018
Thank you Trinity Lutheran congregation for your
generous Christmas gift.
Thanks also to the Ladies of Luther for your tasty
tray of cookies. I appreciate the support you have
all given me this year.
I look forward to a New Year
working with Pastors Wayne and
Christa and enriching the music
program.
Soli Deo Gloria
Rosalyn
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Coming Soon!
Quilt
Raffle

Pastors Christa von Zychlin
and Wayne Nieminen
We welcome Pastor Christa von Zychlin and Pastor
Wayne Nieminen to our congregation and community.
They plan to be here with us for our January 7th worship
service. Please plan to join and welcome them to our
Trinity family.

2018 Bishop Election
The 2018 Synod Assembly, May 3-5, 2018 in
Westminster, CO will include an election for Bishop of
the Rocky Mountain Synod. Bishop Jim Gonia has
discerned that he will allow his name to move forward for
a possible re-election. He will have completed one
six-year term in 2018 and there are no term limits in the
Rocky Mountain Synod.
A Bishop Election Task Force has been meeting to
outline the process. The election process is carried out
the same way whether or not a current bishop is open to
serving another term. An “Ecclesiastical Ballot” is the
nominating ballot at the assembly. Each voting member
will write down the name of whomever they would like to
nominate (any rostered pastor in the ELCA), followed
by subsequent ballots requiring certain percentage
majorities for an election, as the number of candidates
decreases for each ballot.
Our sincere condolences to the
families of Ralph Steinhoff and Joyce
Szablinski, who passed away in
December. We share the burden of
sadness that their families experience,
enwrapping them in our prayers,
reassuring them via the Living Word of the Gospel.
Ralph's funeral will be held at Trinity Lutheran Church at
2:00 pm on Sunday, Jan 14, 2018 followed by a reception
in the Fellowship Hall.
A memorial for Joyce was held in Texas by family residing
there.
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The task force has determined that a process for
identifying potential candidates will be carried out in
the months prior to the assembly. That process is for
informational purposes only and does not limit the
“Ecclesiastical Ballot” to those identified in advance of
the assembly. This is an opportunity for congregations,
members, and conferences to identify rostered pastors
who may have the gifts and skills to lead the Rocky
Mountain Synod. Members are encouraged to attend
their respective Conference Gatherings this fall and winter
to learn more about the duties and responsibilities
required of a Bishop.
https://www.rmselca.org/bishopelection
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Trinity Lutheran Church

PRAYER REQUESTS

2900 Elks Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88005

Please remember these family and friends in our prayers for wholeness
and healing: Brandon Allen, Rebecca Allen, Brenda Barnett, June Bauer, Lynn
Brandt, Jeremy Bryan, Shawn & Rashawn Copeland, Wilba Duggan, Edna Fox,
Russell & Ellen Fox, Beatrice Garski, Bill Hart, Susan Heyser, Carla
Holzerland, Jill Johnson, Ted & Stella Jones, Dennis Kelly, Kerri MacPherson,
Manuella Marques, Mitzi Martinez, Jim McDonell, Anne Miller, Jan Myers, Maryellen
Myers, Arnold, Dorothy & Barbara Nelson, Nancy Paulikas, Richard Price, Miriam
Shouman, Eldon Weehler, Eric Wiesner, Nicky Zamora, Mel Zeller, Nancie Ziemke.
Serving in the Military: Chris Brown, Hurburt Field, FL, Edward Fongeallaz, South Korea,
Colin & Jason Purvis.

575-523-4232
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
www.trinitylutheranlc.org
George Timmerman, President
Kris Hanson, Vice President
Eric Sletten, Secretary
Lee Beatty
Patti Risk
Marlin Schmidt
Don Sexauer
Mary Sletten
Pastor Christa von Zychlin
Pastor Wayne Nieminen
==================================

Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer
Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary
Seth Zamora, Music
Elizabeth Martinez, Nursery Attendant
Rosalyn Stolee, Choir Director
Pamela Crume, Office Manager

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS
AN ELCA CONGREGATION.
WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN
LIFE BY GOD TO:
GATHER people to faith in the
forgiving and transforming
“Presence of God”
 EQUIP people for a dynamic
role in the “Body of Christ”
 SEND people into the world,
driven by the Spirit, to “Share
the Grace” of our living God


Please let the office know if there are changes/additions needed to prayer requests.

CELEBRATIONS
Members celebrating an anniversary:
Rich & Ruth Rakoff 1/25/1969
Members celebrating a birthday:
Maria
Emilie
Lynn
Eric
Teresa
Sid

Dupre
Steinhoff
Ernst
Sletten
Sletten
Graft

Bill
Boyd
Alia
Hussain
Rozzie Lucy

1/04
1/04
1/11
1/12
1/12
1/13
1/15
1/21
1/24

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary!

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:00 am
SUNDAY
SCHOOL
10:30 AM
How To Find Us:
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north
of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70)
and Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/
Main St. exit, turn west to first stop light, turn
north one block.
Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
trinitylutheranlc
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The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office
Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran
Church in Las Cruces, New Mexico.
If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail
it to the office by the 20th of each month at: office@trinitylutheranlc.org.
Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than
Wednesday of each week.
Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.
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