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JOURNEYS WITH JESUS 

  Continued on page 2 

 

February  

2018 

Christa and I have finally arrived at Las Cruces 

and we are so happy to be here!  Thank you very 

much for your warm welcome.   
 

Robert Louis Stevenson said “...for to travel  

hopefully is better than to arrive; and the true 

success is to labour.” 
 

I must say that I do not wholly agree with  Stevenson.  I think it is 

better to arrive!   Upon receiving a call to serve Trinity we found           

ourselves immersed in a flurry of activities (finding renters for our 

home in Wisconsin), celebrations (Christmas and New Year), duties 

and responsibilities (cleaning and doing some repairs of our home, 

finding, packing, and driving a U-Haul truck with a trailer) and saying 

goodbye, once again, to Christa’s 93 year old mother.  To make            

the journey a bit more challenging , the Wisconsin-Green Bay           

temperatures descended to below zero.   At this point, I seriously 

questioned whether we should ever retire in Wisconsin.    
 

So....we are very content to have arrived to the Land of Enchant-

ment on January 5, 2018.    
 

It is said, that Stevenson’s words may have been influenced by a 

Taoist saying:  “The journey is the reward.”  Tao literally means the 

way, or the path or the road.  Taoism is an eastern philosophy which 

Christians borrowed to express Jesus’ particular Way.  In Hong Kong, 

we lived the last eight and half years at #3 Tao Fong Shan Road in 

Shatin of the New Territories.  The meaning of this road can be 

translated: “The Mountain of the Christ Wind.” At the top of this 500 

meter mountain was the Lutheran Theological Seminary and the 

Tao Fung Shan Christian Center [If you are curious, the sites of 

these two institutions can be easily found online!].   Christa was the 

Coordinator of International Students and of the Mekong Mission 

Forum, and I was an associate professor of pastoral care and           

marriage and family counseling at LTS. We were blessed to have 

known and taught many amazing students from many Asian            

countries (Hong Kong, China, Myanmar, Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand,  Japan) and to serve with a dedicated 

faculty from Hong Kong, Europe and the USA.    

 

 

SUNDAY 

   WORSHIP 

9:00 AM 

SUNDAY ADULT  

BIBLE DISCUSSION 

10:30 AM 

       SUNDAY  

            SCHOOL    

        10:30 AM 
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Journeys With Jesus...Continued from page 1, 

I do, however, love Stevenson’s words of traveling 

hopefully on the journey. “Traveling hopefully” 

has been one of our life themes and we intend to 

do so here! 

We are looking forward to traveling hopefully 

with you, dear congregation.  We are eager to:  

Get to know you.... have conversations with 

you....have meals together. 

Listen to how God has been active in your 

lives and is present today. 

Grow in  the Word together in our daily lives.  

Praying together – Sharing our challenges, 

defeats, dreams and hopes 

Serving neighbors near and far – living out 

the Gospel! 

Again, we look forward to traveling hopefully with 

you in this amazing Land of Enchantment!    

Pastor Wayne (and Pastor Christa)  

 

 

The worship Committee met in January. Plans 

for the Lenten Season were discussed. On           

February 13th, there will be a Mardi Gras activity 

and dinner celebration (used to be Shrove             

Tuesday). Stating at 5:00 pm, there will be an 

Intergenerational Lenten Fair with Lenten            

activities.  At 6:00 pm, the Mardi Gras pancake 

supper will begin.  

Ash Wednesday is February 14th and there will 

be two services, one at noon and another at 

6:30 pm.  Midweek Soup Suppers will begin on 

Wednesday February 21st and end Wed. March 

21st. The Soup Supper starts at 5:30 pm with 

Lenten Worship following at 6:30 pm. 
 

A policy was established regarding requests or 

offers of special music for worship. These should 

be presented to the Worship Committee in ad-

vance of the expected performance dates, or pri-

or consultation may be made with the Pastors 

and/or the Choir Director to ensure coordination 

for worship planning. 
 

The next worship meeting is Thursday, February 

1st at 5:30 pm. 

Susanne Timmerman,  

Worship Committee  

Secretary 

Happy 60th Anniversary on Feb. 
2nd to Al and Marlene Nunez. 

Worship Committee 

Your powerful word, Holy Lord, created the 
heavens and the earth. It is your word that 
gives power to my words. Help me be aware of 
how I use words. Help me speak in ways that 
buildup and don’t tear down. Empower my 
words to help others come to know you more 
deeply and love you more sweetly. Amen.   
From Daily Texts 2018 
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2018 Council Members 

February 11th is our Valentines “Sweetest Day”. 

You’ll want to join us for some special treats 

after worship! 

On February 11th at 3:00 pm, RMS Bishop, 

James Gonia will preside at the Installation  

Service for Pastor Christa and Pastor Wayne. 

Afterwards, please join us in the Fellowship Hall 

for a reception in their honor. Invite your family, 

friends, and neighbors to help us welcome 

them to Trinity! 

February 13th is Mardi Gras 

Tuesday and we will be having 

our annual Pancake Supper at 

5:00 pm.  Pancakes, sausages and fruit will be 

served.  There is no charge for this event, but 

please sign up so we know how many are at-

tending. A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 

10:00 am.  We’d love to have you join us to 

share new ideas and plan for future projects! 

Tama Garski 

405-1018 

rtg1965@yahoo.com 

Fellowship Committee News 

Who knew Altar Guild could be so much fun?  

 Lee Beatty 

 Dale Dannhaus 

 Malinda Dyer 

 Kris Hanson-Vice President 

 Richard Rakoff-Secretary 

 Patti Risk 

 Mary Sletten 

 Ann Steinhoff-Treasurer 

 George Timmerman-President 

 Pastor Christa 

 Pastor Wayne  

The Executive Council meets on the third Tuesday 
of each month at 6:00 pm.  

The Council meets on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 6:00 pm. 

January 28 Congregational Meeting 
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Helping Hands quilters busy at work! 

Lee Beatty and Pastor Nieminen  
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This Lent at our short (30-40 min.) Wednesday services, Trinity LC will explore Spiritual Disciplines.  The 

intention is to become more and more formed to the image of Jesus.  It’s a molding process guided by 

the Holy Spirit and we participate. We look forward to seeing you! Please invite friends and neighbors of 

any age! 

 Feb 14 Ash Wednesday The Practice of Secrecy 

 Feb 21 The Practice of Fasting  

 Feb 28 The Practice of Slowing 

 Mar 07 The Practice of Receiving Guidance by the Holy Spirit  

 Mar 14 The Practice of Servanthood 

 Mar 21 The Practice of Solitude  
 

A Thoughtful Quote on Spiritual Formation: “Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can 

do for him.  Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without thinking.  Instead, 

fix your attention on God.  You’ll be changed from the inside out.  Readily recognize what he wants from 

you, and quickly respond to it.  Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to the level of 

immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops a well-informed maturity in you.”  Romans 12: 2 

(The Message) 

Lenten Mid-Week Worship  

(with a sung Holden Evening Prayer) 

5:30 – Soup Supper (Feb. 21-Mar 21) 

6:30 – Lenten Worship (Feb 14-Mar 21) 

Mini-Message Series: Spiritual Practices for Lent 

5-week New Members and Welcome to Baptism Class* 
Trinity Lutheran Church Las Cruces 

2900 Elks Drive 
taught by Pastors Christa and Wayne 

 

 Never been baptized? 

 Want to have your child or children baptized? 

 New to Church or Curious about Christianity? 

 Wonder about the Bible? 

 Interested in Deeper Spirituality and Understanding in your Walk with God? 

 Considering Church Membership or wish to Affirm your Baptism at Trinity? 
 

5 week Re-fresh Baptism class at Trinity Lutheran Church  

10:30 Sunday mornings (Fellowship Hall)  

Sundays Starting February 18th 

*Class participants will be encouraged to consider receiving Baptism, Affirmation of Baptism, or joining           
as New Members on Easter April 1 or 8, 2018. Call the church office 575-523-4232 or e-mail                               
pastorchrista@trinitylutheranlc.org for more information and to sign up today – invite friends and neighbors. 
FREE and No pressure – this is a class to explore and question. 

REFRESH!  
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50th Anniversary Celebration Summary 
 

The  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  of  Las  Cruces          

celebrated its 50th anniversary on December 2nd 

and 3rd of 2017. This marked the 50th anniversary 

of the first church worship service in our current 

building at 2900 Elks Drive in Las Cruces.  

 

The first worship service in the current building 

was held on December 10, 1967 by the same  

congregation. The Church was formerly named  

Lutheran Church of the Cross from 1967 to 1986. 

Lutheran Church of the Cross was a member of 

the American Lutheran Church and the congrega-

tion’s  name was changed to  Trinity  Lutheran 

Church at the same time the Church joined the 

Evangelical Church of America (ELCA) in 1986.  

 

The 50th Anniversary event was highlighted with a 

gala Saturday evening celebration on Dec. 2nd. A 

potluck dinner  was served with  special  guest  

Bishop James Gonia attending representing the 

Rocky Mountain Synod in Denver. The evening’s 

program was presented by George Timmerman, 

Congregation President. Special guests recognized 

were  former  Pastor  Scott  Jorgenson  and  14          

charter  members  from  the  original  1967               

congregation. Exhibits presented included visual 

presentations of pictures and slides from the 

church  archives;  and  a  church  building  scale            

model showing the original church building and 

various dimensions of the three later additions. 

Other exhibits included an artistic Anniversary 

Quilt made for the event by Lee Beatty, Carol 

McCandless and several other church members; 

and a map of the United States showing the          

birthplace and/or original home locations of the 

members of Trinity.  A Trinity History Report was 

prepared and distributed to those attending the 

evening events. The delicious and tasty potluck 

meal  was  prepared  by  the  TLC  Fellowship           

Committee.  Approximately  90  members  and 

friends of Trinity attended the evening event. 
 

The 50th Anniversary Celebration was continued 

on December 3 for Sunday morning Worship  

Service. Pastor Scott Jorgenson conducted the 

worship services.  Bishop Gonia preached the          

sermon on the history of Trinity Lutheran Church, 

noting how looking back at the good events from 

the past will help lead the Congregation into the 

future.  Trinity  Interim  Pastor  Eugene  Zeller           

assisted Pastor Jorgenson in the service. 
 

In order to properly organize the 50th Anniversary 

event,  the  Council  had  created  a  Steering         

Committee in June to plan and coordinate the 

celebration events. The Steering Committee met 

seven times between June and December of 

2017 to plan the celebration events. Members of 

the Committee were George Timmerman (Chair), 

Carol McCandless, Al Nunez, Les MacPherson, 

Tama Garski, Chris Sexauer and Joe Dearing. 

Committee members carried out many activities, 

including deciding on activities and events to 

sponsor;  event scheduling;  contacts with and        

invitations  to  special  guests  and  former          

members;  planning  of  food and decorations;           

collecting and conversion of old pictures and 

slides; updating the History Report; and note           

taking and reporting to the Congregation.  In           

addition to the Steering Committee, many other 

members of the Congregation helped on the 

events  with  projects  and  exhibits;  food               

preparation and set-up; preparing brochures and 

keepsakes; etc. 
 

Notes by Joe Dearing 
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We know what we mean, we under-
stand key phrases and metaphors. We 
know what makes sense to us. But for 
those who have either no experience 
with the church or a painful one, we 
speak an unintelligible language. 

Those of us (myself included) who have spent our 
lives in the church live in a kind of bubble. We do 
speak the same language—church speak. We 
know what we mean, we understand key phrases 
and metaphors. We know what makes sense to us. 
But for those who have either no experience             
with the church or a painful one, we speak an       
unintelligible language. 

So where do we start? I believe we should start 
from the conviction that Jesus has the words of 
eternal life, that he is the way to truth and hope 
and life. Can we even explain that to ourselves? 
Do we have the words that speak to our own 
hearts? Can we explain the Christian tradition to 
ourselves, and do we believe it? When we are able 
to confess, live and breathe that we live, move and 
have our being in God, we then need to find            
the language that speaks to those outside of the 
church bubble. 

We can’t cede the public space to the popular          
culture or to a distortion of the Christian message. 
It’s hard to take that both Harry Potter and the 
Marine Corps (I’m a huge fan of both) have a more 
compelling exposition of the gospel (“It’s all about 
love, Harry”) or of koinonia (“Serving something 
greater than themselves”). We are missionaries 
again. Without diluting the gospel or in any way 
pandering for popularity, it falls to us to commend 
the faith within us clearly and genuinely. 

I know we stake our lives on the truth of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. This brings freedom and 
life to us so we can invite others into God’s             
freedom and life.  
 

A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the            
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Her email address: 
bishop@elca.org.  

Church speak 

December 29, 2017  

A colleague at the Lutheran           
Center related this story. An           
unchurched friend of hers was      
visiting and noticed her Advent 
calendar. “What is Advent?” she 

asked. A simple question. But my colleague soon  
discovered it wasn’t that easy to explain Advent to 
someone who had never heard of it, but who also 
had no frame of reference for it. 

My colleague talked about a season of hope, longing 
and preparation, about the coming of the Christ 
child. Noticing her friend’s puzzled look, she stopped 
short of talking about the eschatological and herme-
neutical possibilities presented by the season. 

It’s not that my colleague lacks an understanding of 
Advent or isn’t herself a faithful person. Nor are her 
communication skills deficient—she is wicked bright 
and funny, and relates well to people. No. She had 
come face-to-face with the reality that a growing 
segment of our population has had little or no          
connection with the church or any other religious 
tradition. They don’t speak our language. They don’t 
know our stories. They don’t measure time the way 
we do—Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy 
Week, Easter, Pentecost. They literally don’t know 
what we are talking about.   

You might have had a similar experience—not just 
an encounter with someone from another religious 
tradition, but with someone with no religious           
tradition. How do we talk to them? How do we tell 
them about the intimate, abiding, deep love that 
God has shown to us in Jesus? How do we even tell 
them about Jesus? How do we explain Jesus and the 
incarnation, the crucifixion and the resurrection? 

We know what we are talking about, but we can’t 
assume that others do. Many people don’t even 
know that they need to know Jesus—or that the         
Jesus they think they know isn’t the Jesus they need 
to know. 

I once asked a group of our pastors and deacons to 
explain the gospel in a tweet without using the 
words sin, grace or gospel. A tweet then was 140 
characters—it’s now 280 characters, but I don’t 
think that would make the assignment any easier. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please remember these family and friends in our prayers for wholeness and 
healing:  Tony & Natalie Anthony, Brandon Allen, Rebecca Allen, June Bauer, 
Lynn Brandt, Wilba Duggan, Russell & Ellen Fox, Beatrice Garski, Bill Hart, 
Carla Holzerland, Jill Johnson, Ted & Stella Jones, Dennis Kelly, Kerri            

MacPherson, Jim McDonell, Anne Miller, Carmella Myers, Arnold, Dorothy & 
Barbara Nelson, Nancy Paulikas, Joanna Ripley, Schlarb family, Miriam 

Shouman, Magdalene von Zychlin, Judy Young. 
 

Serving in the Military: Chris Brown, Hurburt Field, FL, Edward Fongeallaz, South Korea, 
Colin & Jason Purvis.  

The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office              

Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran  

Church in Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
 

If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail  

it to the office by the 20th of each month at: office@trinitylutheranlc.org.  

Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than  

Wednesday of each week.   
 

Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.  

Please let the office know if there are changes/additions needed to prayer requests. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS 

AN ELCA CONGREGATION. 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN 

LIFE BY GOD TO: 
 

 GATHER people to faith in the 

forgiving and transforming 

“Presence of God” 

 EQUIP people for a dynamic       

role in the “Body of Christ” 

 SEND people into the world, 

driven by the Spirit, to “Share  

the Grace” of our living God 

2900 Elks Drive 

Las Cruces, NM  88005 

575-523-4232 

office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

www.trinitylutheranlc.org 

George Timmerman, President 

Kris Hanson, Vice President 

Richard Rakoff, Secretary 

Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer  

Lee Beatty 

Dale Dannhaus 

Malinda Dyer 

Patti  Risk 

Mary Sletten 

Pastor Christa von Zychlin 

Pastor Wayne Nieminen 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

 

Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary 
 

Seth Zamora, Music 

Elizabeth Hernandez, Nursery Attendant  

Rosalyn Stolee, Choir Director 

Pamela Crume, Office Manager 

Jonathan Crume, Sexton 

How To Find Us: 
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north 

of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70) 

and Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/

Main St. exit, turn west to first stop light, turn 

north one block.   

Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org 
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
trinitylutheranlc 

            SUNDAY  

    WORSHIP 

9:00 am 
 

            SUNDAY  

       SCHOOL 

10:30 AM  

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary! 

CELEBRATIONS                     

Members celebrating a birthday: 

Ellen Fox 2/02 

Sarah Steinhoff 2/06 

Dennis McCandless 2/09 

Marlene Nunez 2/10 

Kira Leon 2/20 

Haley Baker 2/20 

Becky Steinhoff 2/21 

Wilba Duggan 2/22 

Derek Jordan 2/24 

Members celebrating an anniversary: 

 Al & Marlene Nunez 2/2/1958 

Arvel & Barbara Thomas 2/6/2004 


