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2017
From the Desk of Pastor Paul
Thank you all for the strong turnout on January 22
for the congregational annual meeting. As you
heard we are moving forward with the last phase of
the Transition Team (one more focus feedback
opportunity on February 5, Super Bowl Sunday—the
game is much later in the day). We are now
seriously looking at possible ministries that could
be a focus for Trinity in the months and years
ahead. The Transition Team report will offer several
possibilities for future ministries in its final report,
which the council and congregation can take discuss, choose and
decide how to implement. By March we will be in the call process.
Once the Call Committee completes what is called the MSP (Ministry
Site Plan) and submits it to the Rocky Mountain Synod, Sarah
Moening, Assistant to the Bishop, will visit and meet with the
Transition Team, Council and Call Committee to review what comes
next. Once the formal call process begins I will not be involved with
either the Transition Team (its work will be completed) or the Call
Committee. I will continue as your interim pastor as far into the
process as I can. Ideally, I am to stay until the week or two before your
new called pastor arrives. I intend to be as faithful to my call as I am
able, but as you know I have another life in Denver with my wife,
Nancie. I have not made any final decisions at this point, so I will be
here for the foreseeable future.

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:00 am
Fellowship Hour
Following Worship

SUNDAY SCHOOL

10:40 am

These many months have been very fulfilling for me personally. There
have been rough patches, certainly, but you as a congregation are
stepping up and giving positive energy to the work of ministry at
Trinity. Thank you for your partnership in ministry.
I have said and will continue to say that Trinity has a vital role to play
as a Lutheran Church in Las Cruces. Though Trinity cannot be the
church of its past, it can be the church of the present and future. We
see unprecedented change all around us. It is always the task of
God's people to embrace the challenges of the world with the grace
and truth that comes through the gospel of Jesus Christ. There are
people in our community who need the love, truth and sense of
purpose that the gospel provides when it is faithfully proclaimed and
lived. There are people who crave and need meaningful and caring
community. There are people who want a deeper
relationship with God but aren't sure how to go
about it. There are people who want to serve and
are looking for opportunities to put that desire into
practice.
Continues on next page
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From Pastor Paul, continued from page 1,
There are families who are
looking for a positive and
grace filled faith experience
for their children. There are
doubters who want to explore
faith issues honestly without
being judged. The standard
way the church has described such people is to
call them a "mission field." That implies that we
"go out and get them." Personally, I don't respond
well to that. Attracting others to this community
through its faith and practice of the gospel
makes more sense and feels more compassionate. The old campfire song, "They will know we
are Christians by our love," is true.
This month our texts have a couple of general
emphases. Paul continues his encouragement
and admonishment to the Corinthian church
about what it means to be a community in Christ.
They were not very good at it, apparently, so Paul
is teaching them through his letters (there are
two in our Bible, but there may have actually
been three). All churches can study and learn
from Paul's writing to the church in Corinth. He
speaks against factions, abuses of privilege and
power, treating, encourages treating everyone
fairly and with love as a child of God and part of
the body of Christ and teaches that Christ is the
center of the community, not human leaders, not
the ones with the most power or money, not the
most persuasive, but the Christ who humbled
himself for the sake of others, whose crucifixion
was an emptying of power and privilege, an act of
trust in God's goodness that we are to embody.
Ego-filled pride was to give way to Christ-filled
humility and mutual service.
The other emphasis in our "end of Epiphany"
texts is the first of five discourses in Matthew's
gospel, the Sermon on the Mount. "You have
heard it said . . . but I say to you . . "this is the
formula for Jesus' teaching. When we commit to
Christ we also commit to his ethical witness and
to his testimony that "the kingdom of heaven is at
hand." This teaching is also echoed in the Isaiah
texts for the month. At the core of it all is an
appeal for economic and social justice for all
people and a spirituality that practices quiet,
honest, faithful and compassionate service,
especially regarding the poor and vulnerable.

CROSSBEAMS
I like the way one of our texts so starkly says it:
God puts before us fire and water. The choice is
ours. This is an invitation to the fullness of life.
Remember that Ash Wednesday is Wednesday,
March 1.
I will offer another presentation
about Reformation 500 on
March 5 following worship.
In Christ,
Pr Paul
During Lent I would really like
to have a weekly Bible study
at the church at 10:00am on
Tuesday mornings. Since our
pattern is to gather for soup
and worship on Wednesday
evenings, as we do in Advent, I don't see a window for
study time there. If we were to have at least 4 people (more
would be terrific, of course) a midweek group is possible.
I prefer 10:00am for one hour, with coffee and something
simple to eat as well. Extending this idea one more step, a
Lenten book study of a spiritually oriented book during the
week in the evening could be meaningful for some folks.
Small groups like this are good ways to get to know
one another better and form deeper bonds as the body
of Christ. Size is less important than content and
relationships. I can schedule the midweek study easily. I
would need to hear from interested people about the book
study. I have a book in mind that can help us connect in a
practical way with current Lutheran - Catholic dialogue.
Again four would be an acceptable number. We could
meet at the church, but could see if there are other venues
as well. ~Pr Paul
2017 COUNCIL MEMBERS
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Alter Guild News:
We would like to thank the Memorial Committee and
contributors for purchasing the new Christ candle. This is
an oil candle with the Chi Rho symbol on the front. This
symbol is to highlight the Messiah, Jesus Christ.

January 22, 2017 Annual Congregational Meeting

New hymn board numbers for the hymn board were
purchased through altar funds. The second hymn board
will be used to designate the current church season.
On Sat., January 28, the altar guild held a
meeting in the fellowship hall at 9:00
am (see Altar Guild Report). At 11:00
am a training session was held for
communion set up.
Thanks, Susanne
Just a reminder...the altar flowers sign up sheet is
posted on the altar bulletin board. Please sign up
for flowers any Sunday you wish. Thank you.

Food Pantry
Trinity’s Food Pantry continues to be an
extremely rewarding outreach ministry to
our community. We have served thousands
of families for the past six years. Our service to the
less fortunate has made a tremendous difference in their
lives helping them to offset the choice of buying food our
paying rent or utility bills.
We have been very fortunate to have the resources to
purchase food and paper products through a partnership
with the Road Runner Food Bank. We also have been
fortunate to have members and friends of Trinity provide
funding and canned food items on a routine basis.
We have a dedicated volunteer work force ordering food,
stocking shelves, setting up chairs, checking in our guests,
documenting the needed information to satisfy federal and
state requirements, filling bags/boxes for the dissemination and “running” the food from the pantry to our guests.
Without our volunteers this program would not exist. We
always have food for everyone who comes through our
doors on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
THANK YOU to everyone who provides money and food
products to our pantry and THANK YOU to
all of the volunteers supporting this wonderful ministry. Ken Truax, Food Pantry Coor.

"A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares
his food with the poor." (Proverbs 22:9, NIV)

Altar Guild Meeting Report
An Altar guild meeting was held on Saturday, January 28,
2017 at 9:00 am, with eleven members in attendance.
Plans were made for Altar Guild support thru Pentecost.
Important dates discussed and plans made for are:
Ash Wednesday-March 1, 2017 service at noon and 6:30
pm, Lent-March 8, 15, 22, 29, and April 5-Soup Suppers
starting at 5:30 with Service at 6:30 pm, Palm SundayApril 9th, 9:00 am, Maundy Thursday-April 13th service at
6:30 pm, Good Friday-April 14th service at 6:30 pm,
Easter-April 16 at 9:00 am.
Plans were made for purchasing new brass toned
aluminum Communion cup trays and bread plate with
covers for each. The funds for this are coming from the
Memorial and banner funds set aside for this. The older
communion cup trays and breads plate are to be donated
to the Gospel Rescue Mission.
The next meeting of the Altar guild is planned for
September 23, 2017 at 9:00 am in the Fellowship hall.
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Worship Committee

Worship Assistants, Cantors, and Lectors

This has been an interesting and busy year
for the worship committee.

Many of our members helped Pastor Paul with corporate
worship in 2016. Eleven people served as official Worship
Assistants; 22 people served as Lectors; and 2 people
specifically served as Cantors during mid-week Advent
services. And many of these folks served in more than one
capacity during the year. In addition, multiple people,
including most of our youth, served to provide a formal
blessing to each communicant immediately after they
received the communion elements. To all of you, thank
you. ~Barb Thomas, Worship Scheduler

The Altar Guild went thru some changes early in the year
but managed to function well. Later in the year an
organizational meeting was held on September 24,
2016, with plans being made for September to the end of
the year. Another meeting will be held January 28, 2017
at 9:00 am. In the future the fall meeting will be for
planning the activities of the church thru Advent to
Epiphany and the end of January. The meeting at the end
of January will be for planning thru Lent to September.
Other meetings will be called as needed. A very enthusiastic ‘thank you’ is extended to Susanne and George
Timmerman for their work in support of Altar Guild.
The Worship Committee started off slowly but picked up
speed quickly. Interim Pastor Paul Carlson worked
diligently to obtain a pianist and found Seth Zamora.
Seth has worked out very well. Changes to the bulletin to
a notebook format were tried but did not seem to work for
most congregation members so it was dropped to a
format that is full page size and contains all of the hymns
for a given service. So far this seems to be working for
now but may be tweaked in the future.
Details for rail communion were worked out and finalized
but some minor problems arose that were worked out
with revisions to the Lector/Assistant guide sheet. This
revised sheet is e-mailed to lectors and assistants each
week with a request that the guide sheet be read.
A new, oil filled Christ the King candle and new linens
have been ordered (thanks to Ellen Fox and Susanne
Timmerman). Members of the Worship committee were
actively involved in the review of the TLC policy and
Procedures Manual Worship committee section. The
Policy and Procedures Manual is in the process of final
revision.
Plans made earlier in the year and for Advent seem to go
as planned. The hymn boards were removed for Advent.
They will be replaced in steps. The right hand side hymn
board was reinstalled after Advent with new hymn
numbers. The left hand side hymn board will be
reinstalled with seasons phrases as soon as the seasons
phrases are completed (end of January 2017).
In closing, the Altar Guild and Worship committee could
use your help. If you are interested contact Pastor,
Susanne Timmerman, Richard Rakoff or any member of
the Guild or committee. Richard Rakoff, Acting Committee Chair

Fellowship Committee
On Sunday February 12th we will be celebrating Valentine’s
Day with “Valentine inspired treats” during Fellowship after
Worship.
We plan on having a “Fat Tuesday”
celebration this year with pancakes and
sausages on Tuesday, February 28th at
5:30 pm. That is the day before Ash
Wednesday. There won’t be a charge for
the meal, but we do need to know how many will be attending so we can have enough food. Look for a sign-up sheet
sometime in late January.
“Jan’s Lending Library” is getting full – Don’t forget to
check out the good books and magazines on the cart.
There is a good selection and I am sure you will something
you would enjoy reading.
We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00. We
would love to see some new faces and new ideas at our
meetings!
Tama Garski, 405-1018, rtg1965@yahoo.com

Transition Phase III - Where Do We Go From Here?
There will be an open congregational meeting in
the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, February 5, 2017,
immediately after worship service. The objective of the
meeting is to define the future ministry/ministries of
Trinity Lutheran C hurch b ased on the
document: Transition Phase III - Where Do We Go From
Here? Copies of this document were distributed at
the Annual Congregational Meeting on January
22nd. Copies are available in the Narthex for people who
still need a copy. ~Transition Team
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The Concordia
Choir
in Las Cruces, NM

Thurs. March 2
7:30 pm
First Presbyterian Church

200 E Boutz

(between S Main and
El Paseo Rd)
Las Cruces, NM

 Plan to hear the 71-voice a cappella Concordia Choir conducted by René Clausen.
 Experience one of America’s finest choirs seen nationwide on public television and heard in

Carnegie Hall, Kennedy Center and on Garrison Keillor’s Prairie Home Companion.
 Most recently the Choir performed and recorded with The King’s Singers.
 The Oñate High School Choir, under direction of Ryan Feilman will join the choir in a special
collaboration.
Admission Level:
 Students (K-University Students) $5
 General Adult $20
 ConcordiaTickets.com (order tickets and check tour itinerary/program)
 Get Tickets online at ConcordiaTickets.com, or 800-838-3006, or at the door
Other Specifics
 Minimum Age: 5
 Kid Friendly: Yes!
 Dog Friendly: No
 Non-Smoking: Yes!
 Wheelchair Accessible: Yes!
The Concordia Choir is touring the Southwest on their 2017 National Tour.
States include Minnesota, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona and California.
Compatible Valentine
On Valentine's Day, I think about
The people who are dear,
How much they add to life's delight
Whenever they are near.
You've always been a total joy,
Such pleasant company,
I very much appreciate
Our compatibility!
By Joanna Fuchs
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God’s Conversation Hearts
Those familiar conversation hearts
that show up every February can be more than just trite
romantic or friendly sayings. Use them to remind you —
or to teach a child — of the greatest love of all: God’s
love for us, which empowers our love for others. For
example:

 TRUE LOVE: What love is truer than giving up
one’s only Son so people might have everlasting
life? (John 3:16).

 MINE: Jesus knows us intimately, as a shepherd
knows his sheep. No one can snatch us from him
(John 10:27-29).

 FOREVER: God loves us with an “everlasting
love” (Jeremiah 31:3).

 LOVE ME: The greatest commandment is to love
God with our whole being (Luke 10:27).

 TRUST ME: “Let not your hearts be troubled.”
We can count on Jesus, now and for eternal
life (John 14:1-3).

 SWEET TALK: God’s words are sweeter than
honey (Psalm 119:103).

 BE GOOD: We show our love for Christ by keep-

Sunday

February 12th

we will be
celebrating
Valentine’s Day
with
“Valentine
inspired treats”
during Fellowship
after Worship.

ing his commands (John 14:15).

 CALL ME: God longs to be in
fellowship with us. We can talk to
him anytime in prayer (Jeremiah
33:3).

 FRIENDS: The greatest love involves laying down your life for
your friends (John 15:13) —

 precisely what Jesus did.
The Times, Saint Timothy Lutheran Church,
El Paso

ASH WEDNESDAY
March 1st
 12-Noon and
 6:30 pm
MID-WEEK WORSHIP
March 8, 15, 22, 29 and April 5th
 Soup Supper 5:30 pm
 Worship 6:30 pm
April 9, PALM SUNDAY, 9:00 am
April 13, MAUNDY THURSDAY, 6:30 pm
April 14, GOOD FRIDAY, 6:30 pm
April 16, EASTER SUNDAY
 9:00 am
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ELCA PRESIDING BISHOP ADDRESSES PRESIDENT TRUMP’S REFUGEE EXECUTIVE ORDER
January 30, 2017 Rocky Mountain Synod Bishop Jim Gonia sent a request to all RMS congregations to read and consider ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton's pastoral message concerning President Trump's recent immigration executive order restricting entry to refugees from 7 predominantly Muslim countries . Eaton's message follows.

On Sunday, we heard these words in the Gospel reading from Matthew 5:1-12, the beginning of
Jesus' Sermon on the Mount. In the Beatitudes, Jesus lays out a vision for life in God's realm,
characterized by seeing those who are often most disregarded, including the meek, the mourning and the peacemaker,
as bearers of God's blessing. Over the coming weeks, we will continue to hear this Gospel, including Jesus' call for his
disciples to be carriers of God's light and hope and reconciliation to a world deeply in need of them.
In this spirit, earlier last week I communicated with the Trump administration asking that it not stop the U.S. refugee
admissions program or stop resettlement from any country for any period of time. The Bible calls us to welcome the
stranger and treat the sojourner as we would our own citizens. I agree with the importance of keeping our country secure
as the administration stated in its executive order last Friday, but I am convinced that temporarily banning vulnerable
refugees will not enhance our safety nor does it reflect our values as Christians. Instead, it will cause immediate harm by
separating families, disrupting lives, and denying safety and hope to brothers and sisters who are already suffering.
Refugees being resettled in the United States have fled persecution because of their race, religion, nationality, political
views and/or associations. They wait for years for the chance to go home. But sometimes, there is no home for them to go
back to. We know from our partners at Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) that only 1 percent of all
refugees are chosen for resettlement.
People of faith helped start and still sustain the refugee resettlement program in the United States following World War II.
As Lutherans, many of our ancestors faced the pain of having to flee their homes and the joy of being welcomed in new
communities across the United States. As we have done throughout history, millions of Lutherans across the country
honor our shared biblical values as well as the best of our nation's traditions by offering refuge to those most in need. We
are committed to continuing ministries of welcome that support and build communities around the country and stand
firmly against any policies that result in scaling back the refugee resettlement program.
We must offer safety to people fleeing religious persecution regardless of their faith tradition. Christians and other
religious minorities suffer persecution and rightly deserve protection, but including additional criteria based on religion
could have discriminatory effects that would go against our nation's fundamental values related to freedom of religion.
I invite ELCA congregations into learning, prayer and action on behalf of those who seek refuge on our shores. The ELCA
"Social Message on Immigration," AMMPARO strategy and LIRS resources are good places to start. Those who have
been part of resettling refugees or have their own immigration experience have important stories to share with their
communities and testimony to make. I also encourage you to consider adding your voice by calling your members of
Congress to share your support for refugees and using online advocacy opportunities through current alerts at ELCA
Advocacy and LIRS.
In Matthew 25:35, Jesus said, "I was a stranger and you welcomed me." Our Lord not only commanded us to welcome
the stranger, Jesus made it clear that when we welcome the stranger into our homes and our hearts – we welcome him.
God's peace, The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop
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LADIES OF LUTHER & GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS
Collaborate Again in 2017
Ladies of Luther’s January speaker was from Animal Service Center of the Mesilla Valley
(3551 Bataan Memorial West)

In addition to enjoying the two pets that came along, we learned about this important
agency serving the city of Las Cruces and Dona Ana County.
---------Don’t shop—ADOPT—Help make Las Cruces “no-Kill”
---------Volunteer opportunities at ASCMV include off-site adoption events,
foster homes, dog or cat enrichment
---------Check these stats from ASCMV:
impounds live released rate
2008 over 15,500 33%
2016 over 9,800 72%
--------- Over 9,000 transfers to rescue since 2008
 Over 17,900 adoptions since 2008
 Over 13,500 affordable surgeries since 2008
---------“All God’s Creatures ” . . .
You are invited to participate
Between Now and Sunday, February 26
Bring donations of
 Powdered Milk Replacer for kittens
 Dog food - any brand
 Cat food - any brand
 Old towels & blankets (clean!)
Collection containers are in narthex near GWOH poster
“Thanks for contributing to the needs of God’s creatures”

Deepening our Unity

Sunday, April 2, 2017, 3 p.m.
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary
Las Cruces, NM

Lutherans and Roman Catholics to join together in common commemoration of the Reformation

2017 is the commemoration of the 500 years of Reformation. Bishop Gonia has extended an invitation to the Roman
Catholic Dioceses that overlap our territory to share in ecumenical commemorations, which will take the form of Common
Prayer, using a resource prepared by the Liturgical Task Force of the Lutheran-Roman Catholic Commission on Unity.

CROSSBEAMS
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Trinity Lutheran Church

Prayer Requests

2900 Elks Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88005

Please remember these family and friends in our prayers for wholeness
and healing: Ahmad Shouman; Natalie & Tony Anthony, Cynthia Griffee Antone,
June Bauer, John Bozzell, Lynn Brandt, Landon Chavez, Al Davis, Michael
Deliberto, Wilba Duggan, Maria Dupre, Jorge & Irene Esaynder, Debbie
Fisher, Delores & Jack Fleming, Bill Harlan, Yolanda Hernandez, Christy
Hileman, Ted & Stella Jones, Jann K., Juanita Kiss, Vicky LeMahieu, Tammy Lund, Rosie
Macias; Kerri MacPherson, Hannalore Maddox, Jesus Marquez, Jennie McCandless, Jaki
McCollum, Janet Michael, Anne Miller, Jan Myers, Adeline Nowodworski, David Nunez,
Sandra Ogonowski, Nancy Paulikas, Richard & Kelly Penc, Harvey Pickrel, Alta Price,
Sheila Riedel, Lilliam Rivera, Miriam Shouman, Rick Shreffler, John & Mary Signore,
Rosalie Spangler, Dolly Tellez, Austin Sean Williams, Gary Williams, Lorie Yurcic, Cindy
Zediker. Military: Chris Brown/RAF Mildenhall, UK, Edward Fongeallaz/South Korea,
Colin & Jason Purvis.

575-523-4232
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
www.trinitylutheranlc.org
2017 COUNCIL MEMBERS
Ken Truax, Council Pres.
Glenn Kuehn, Vice Pres.
Eric Sletten, Secretary
Lee Beatty
Jim Benzie
Carl Hagle
Kris Hanson
Tre Hooks
Bill Lohr
Marlin Schmidt
George Timmerman

Please let the office know if there are changes/additions needed to prayer requests.

Celebrations

==================================

Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer (not on council)
Rev. Paul Carlson, Interim Pastor
Seth Zamora, Music
Pam Crume, Office Manager
Jonathan Crume, Sexton
T r i n i t y L ut h e r a n C h u r c h i s
an ELCA Congregation.
W e a r e a c o m m u ni t y g iv e n
life by God to:
 GATHER people to faith in the
forgiving and transforming
“Presence of God”
 EQUIP people for a dynamic
role in the “Body of Christ”
 SEND people into the world,
driven by the Spirit, to “Share
the Grace” of our living God

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:00 am
SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:40 am
ADULT SUNDAY
SCHOOL 10:30 AM
How To Find Us:
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north of
the intersection at North Main St. (US 70) and
Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/Main St.
exit, turn west to first stop light, turn north one
block.
Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
trinitylutheranlc

Members celebrating an anniversary:
Al & Marlene

Nunez

2/02

Arvel & Barbara Thomas 2/06
Members celebrating a birthday:
Ellen

Fox

2/02

Shannon Seeley

2/04

Sarah

Steinhoff

2/06

Dennis

McCandless 2/09

Marlene Nunez

2/10

Kira

2/20

Leon

Haley Baker

2/20

Becky Steinhoff 2/21
Wilba Duggan

2/22

Derek Jordan
Tai
Chan

2/24
2/24

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary!
The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office
Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran
Church, Las Cruces, New Mexico.
If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail
it to the office by the 20th of the month at office@trinitylutheranlc.org.
Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than
Wednesday of each week.
Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.

