April
2017
FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR PAUL

IN THIS ISSUE

In the first 400 years of the church or so, Lent
was a time to prepare for baptism and to reflect
on the meaning of our faith. My experience
"after the fall," I have to say, is also a
preparation for new life to come and I am surely
getting ready!
Thanks to all who have dropped by the hospital
and rehab center during the first days after my
incident. A quick review for those who do not know about it.
Early on March 22 I fell backwards in my bedroom, fracturing the
area where the femur connects with the ball and joint of the pelvis.
A picture I saw online showed the break located on the upper part
of the connecting link of the femur. It's a painful fracture and takes
6-8 weeks to become weight-bearing and fully healed. That
doesn't mean I can't get around or work in the meantime. By my
calculations, the outside date for complete healing is May 17,
but I will be working in April.
Thanks to all those who are assisting me, including Ken, Glenn and
Donna for being attentive to my moving needs. I was about to move
anyway from the room I have been renting for 12 months to another
room near there. But when Sid Graft heard about my accident
she immediately offered her home for me to convalesce after
rehabilitation. It has turned out to be a great gift that I truly need.
Many thanks to Sid for this caring gesture. It will allow me to be
with you as your pastor during Holy Week, Easter and the Sundays
after Easter. That is my goal.
The body of Christ-the community in Christ that we are- is like a
living organism. When one part of the body suffers, all suffer with
it. It's certainly true for me. One little bone in the right place has
been fractured and my whole body requires healing. It has affected
my walking, my ability to sit up and sit down, my ability to sleep and
to take a shower and to dress. It doesn't matter that it was a small
bone. Everything suffers! We are connected like that.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL BUSINESS
A report on the motions made at monthly Council
meetings will appear in the Crossbeams. These
monthly actions are also posted on the bulletin
board south of the door to the pastor’s office.

DEAR CHURCH
"This is a powerful and timely sermon for our life
together as Christ's Church in the Rocky Mountain
Synod. I commend this proclaimed word to you as
part of the Spirit's Re-forming work among us."

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:00 am
Fellowship Hour
Following Worship

SUNDAY SCHOOL

10:40 am

Continued on page 2
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From the Desk of... Continued from page 1

So when I was sick, you visited me (Matthew
25). Your attention, love, words, prayers,
cards, balloons, plants and more have
strengthened my ability to heal. Because
you paid loving attention to my pain, not
only have I not been alone, you have also
brought the presence of God to me in these
concrete and loving ways. I believe that the
community of Christ at Trinity has also been
strengthened through these bonds of love.
That's us being who we are. For more on this
and on the importance of church, I highly
recommend Erin Powers' moving sermon in
this newsletter.
Blessed Holy Week and Easter,
Pr Paul

Fellowship
Committee News
Lenten Soup suppers continue on
Wednesday evenings at 5:30 pm
with Lenten Worship Services at
6:30 pm. The final Soup Supper is
on April 5th. Please join us and if
you are able, you can bring either
soup, bread or desert. It is a good
time for Fellowship and some very
good soups!
Our Ladies Spring Tea will be on
Saturday, May 20th at 2:00 pm.
Sherri Gaines will be presenting a
style show of period clothing.
If you are willing to model, please
contact Tama at 405-1018. Last
year Sherri gave us a history of
hats and shared some of her many
hats with us.
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Palm
Sunday
April 9th
9:00 am
EASTER FLOWERS
It's not too early to be thinking about flowers
for Easter Sunday. This year you may bring in
potted plants (lilies, tulips, daffodils, etc.) or
cut flowers in a vase to be put on the altar. The
church will be open the Saturday before Easter, April
15th from 9:30 am to 11:00 am to bring your flowers.

Cost of the tea is $8.00 and
tickets will be available in
mid-April.
The Shrove/Fat Tuesday
pancake fest was a great
success! We shared lots of
delicious food and a
wonderful time was had by
all. Thank you for joining
in the activities.
“Jan’s Lending Library” is
Our cooks at work!
Shrove/Fat Tuesday 2017
getting full –Don’t forget to
check out the good books and
magazines on the cart. There is a good
selection and I am sure you will find
something you would enjoy reading.
We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the
month at 10:00 am. We would love to
see some new faces and new ideas at our
meetings!
Tama Garski, Fellowship Committee
Crossbeams Newsletter

Trinity Lutheran Church

Ladies of Luther
Community Speaker Potluck Luncheon
Thursday, April 13th, 11:30 am
2900 Elks Drive, Las Cruces, NM
All are welcome to come and hear a presentation about the Mesilla
Valley Habitat for Humanity www.lascruceshabitat.org, and share a
potluck lunch with the speaker.

Easter Sunday
Worship
April 16th
9:00 am

It is the vision of Habitat for Humanity that we have a world in
which everyone has a decent place to live. Mesilla Valley Habitat for
Humanity works in partnership with local organizations, businesses,
and people everywhere, from all walks of life, to develop communities
with people in need by building simple, decent homes in Las Cruces
where people can live and grow into all that God intended.
In April, a number of homes that have been built this year will be turned
over to the families, and you will all be invited to the event.

I would like everyone to
know that I have resigned
from our Church Council
and as Congregation
President effective March
25, 2017. Jackie Barnett
and I are getting married in April and we
will be moving to Texas in May.
I want to thank everyone who has
supported me as president of our
congregation and all the volunteers
working with me in our Food Pantry. I've
made a lot of friends over the years and
you will all be missed.
The last 24 years have gone by rather
quickly and the changes to our congregation and our community have been very
good for all of us. I ask that you continue
to support the new leadership at Trinity
and have patience with our call
committee as they work through the
process of calling a new pastor for
our congregation. ~Ken Truax
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TLC Council Update
Glenn Kuehn, Council Pres.
George Timmerman, Vice Pres.
Eric Sletten, Secretary
Lee Beatty
Jim Benzie
Carl Hagle
Kris Hanson
Tre Hooks
Marlin Schmidt
Rev. Paul Carlson,
Interim Pastor

“The most dangerous
sin of all is the
presumption of
righteousness.”
~ Martin Luther
Best wishes for a
speedy recovery
Pastor Paul!
You are missed!
Crossbeams Newsletter

4. Motion: It was moved and seconded
that the annual reports for committees
that were not completed in time for
inclusion in the TLC ELCA 2016 Annual
Report be completed and made available
to the congregation, namely: Building and
Grounds Committee report.
Voting Result: Unanimous in favor of
motion.
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL BUSINESS
In an effort to respond to congregation
requests made in October 2016
Focus Group discussions for better
communication between the congregation and the Council, a listing of the new
business motions passed in the monthly
Council meetings will appear in the
Crossbeams. These monthly actions are
also posted on the bulletin board south
of the door to the pastor’s office.
Postings are made on the first Sunday
immediately following each Council
meeting. Presented below are the results
of Council action on formal motions for
the January 24th, February 28th, and
March 25th Council meetings.
January 24, 2017
1. Motion: It was moved and seconded
that Trinity Lutheran Church cancel its
subscription with Las Cruces Sun-News
newspaper for a weekly advertisement
for Sunday worship schedules
Voting Result: Unanimous in favor of the
motion.
2. Motion: It was moved and seconded
that the December 2016 Treasurer’s
Report be accepted.
Voting Result: Unanimous in favor of the
motion.
3. Motion: It was moved and seconded
that Mary Sletten be retained as the
Financial Secretary for Trinity Lutheran
Church.
Voting Result: Unanimous in favor of the
motion.
Page 4

5. Motion: It was moved and seconded
that the Building and Grounds Committee
report for 2016 Annual Report be
completed by the next Church Council
Meeting on February 28, 2017.
Voting Result: Unanimous in favor of
motion.
February 28, 2017
1. Motion: It was moved and seconded that
Trinity Lutheran Church should proceed
immediately to complete the hiring of a
professional choir director.
Voting Result: 8-0 Unanimous in favor of
the motion
March 25, 2017
1. Motion: It was moved and seconded
that Glenn Kuehn be nominated for the
position of Council President until the
January 2018 Congregation Meeting.
Election Voting Results: 8-0. Unanimous in
favor of the election.

Spring blooms at Trinity

HOLY WEEK

4/9 Palm Sunday
9:00 am
4/13 Maundy
Thursday
6:30 pm
4/14 Good Friday
6:30 pm
4/16 Easter Day
9:00 am

2. Motion: It was moved and seconded
that George Timmerman be nominated for
the position of Council Vice-President until
the January 2018 Congregation Meeting.
Election Voting Results: 8-0. Unanimous
in favor of the election.
3. Motion: It was moved and seconded
that the Position Description for the Choir
Director be approved as amended.
Voting Result: 8-0, Unanimous in favor of
motion.
4. Motion: It was moved and seconded
that the Church Choir Director Posting
document be approved as amended and
posting of the document will begin with the
entry of a job application form on the
church website.
Voting Result: 8-0. Unanimous in favor of
motion.

We are in need of small toys
and candy for the Easter
egg hunt. The donations
can be placed in the
Sunday School room.
Please, no chocolate… it
melts, how-ever M&M's are
ok. Thank you.

Judie Bryan
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Call Committee Completes
Its First Meeting
On Saturday morning, March 18,
2017, the Call Committee of Trinity
Lutheran Church (TLC) met for its
first meeting. This marked a new
phase in the Call Process that will
eventually bring a new pastor to
Trinity Lutheran Church. The initial
responsibility of the Committee is to
complete a Ministry Site Profile
(MSP) questionnaire. Once this
questionnaire has been completed
and submitted to the Rocky
Mountain Synod of the ELCA, the
synod will begin the search for
candidate pastors that may apply for
the position at TLC. This overall
process may require from four to
twelve months. The entire Call
Process at TLC is being followed
according to specifications provided
by the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America.

Church Cleanup Day
TLC’s Clean and Repair Day is
Saturday, April 8th
Our facility needs some repair needs
(not the roof!) and the grounds need
a good clean up. This will ensure that
the church and the grounds look
nice for Palm Sunday and Easter.
There will be a continental breakfast
provided starting at 8:00 am. Working
hours are 8:30 am to 12 noon. Bring
gloves and hat and, depending where
you plan to focus, any tools for grounds
work or facility repair. Bottled water
will be provided.

Interested persons are encouraged to
learn more about these procedures by
accessing the following Internet web
site: www.elca.org. You can find the
explanation of the “Call Process” by
clicking on the button bearing this
name on the home page of
www.elca.org.

Transition Process
Report Available
The Church Council has approved the
distribution of the “Transition Process
Report” which contains the documents
that the Transition Team has prepared
as part of the Call Process for bringing
a new pastor to Trinity Lutheran Church.
Thus far, copies of this report have
been issued to twenty-three family
units in the congregation.

If you desire a copy, please call
Pam in the church office (Phone
# 575-523-4232) and tell her
whether you desire a paper hardcopy or an electronic copy. If you
wish to have an electronic copy,
leave an email address with Pam
to whom a PDF file of the report
can be sent. Pam will arrange for
you to receive the copy format
that you request.

Please note your office
manager, Pam Crume, will
be off on April 14th—GOOD
FRIDAY—as it is one of her
annual holidays.

Worship Committee
Special Meetings
Summary:
The Worship Committee met
February 27, 2017 to discuss a
motion regarding the hiring of
a professional choir director
that was to be presented at the
February Council meeting.
At this Worship Committee meeting it was decided that the committee should
send members to the Council meeting and request that the Worship
committee be allowed to review and give input for the motion. The Council
met and a motion was passed to hire a Professional Choir Director. At the
Council meeting the Council requested that the Worship Committee come up
with a formatted job description and a draft job announcement. Special
meetings of the Worship Committee on March 9th and 16th at 6:00 pm took
place to accomplish these tasks. At this time the Worship Committee has
generated a job description and a draft job announcement. The job
description and announcement for a Professional Choir Director will be
forwarded to the Executive Committee and Council in their April meetings.
The next meeting of the Worship committee will be on May 4th at 5:00 pm.
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A Message to Christians and Non-Christians
I would just like to wish my
listeners a very Happy Easter
weekend. But for those of you
who are not Christian let me
explain why this holiday is so
important to people. No really.
That’s all. I promise, this won’t
hurt a bit.
Christians believe that God, the same God who created the sun
and the moon and stars, the same God who, as we celebrate
this Passover, loved his people so much that he freed them from
the bondage of men, humbled himself to become a man himself
and free all from the slavery of sin. So, no matter what you’ve
done no matter what you’re doing you are forgiven and he loves
you. This is what Christians believe.
Now some will point to his miracles as one sign of that love. But
one of my Christian friends points to this event instead. That the
same God that made the heavens and the earth got down on his
knees and washed the feet of the very people he created. And
then allowed himself to be beaten and crucified as payment for
man’s transgressions to other men and God. And then in one
final whack at destruction and death, Christians believe he rose
from the dead.
Now, Christians know, some consider this blasphemy while
others consider it simply superstition. Indeed, there is no reason
behind this. You either believe or you don’t. But for those who
do, it is a message of love and forgiveness that brings tears to
the eyes of grown men and brings sinners to their knees in
gratitude.
But Christians will tell you, the ones who truly hold this in their
hearts, it changes their lives forever. It’s not just awesome … it’s
awesomely awesome. Happy Easter!

“To gather with God’s
people in united
adoration of the
Father is as necessary
to the Christian life
as prayer.”
~ Martin Luther

Are you a FACEBOOK user and familiar with
managing a Facebook account? If so, then
we need your help!
The reason for having our Facebook account
is to share information about our church,
our activities and to connect with members,
prospective members and others, via social
media.
We need to locate someone who would be
willing to help administer the TLC Facebook
account. Jackie Barnett has been helping
for several months now, but she will soon
be moving to Texas.
If you are interested in helping, email Jackie
at: jackie.e.barnett@gmail.com.

Jim Vicevich, Radiovoice Online
March 29, 2017
Today, more than 100
Lutheran leaders met with
congressional
offices
in
Washington, D.C., to urge
their members of Congress
to protect and welcome
vulnerable refugees and
migrant children. Bishop
Eaton walks on Capitol Hill
with Linda Hartke, president
of Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Service.
www.facebook.com/Lutherans
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DEAR CHURCH
Erin Power, Assistant to the Bishop for Synodical Life

This is a wonderful sermon about the church in today's
world, written by Erin Power, Assistant to the Bishop for
Synodical Life. She preached this sermon at a recent
retreat for Conference Deans held in Denver at the Rocky
Mountain Synod office. Bishop Jim Gonia encouraged Erin
to post this on Facebook and on the RMS website. As he
wrote, "This is a powerful and timely sermon for our life
together as Christ's Church in the Rocky Mountain Synod.
I commend this proclaimed word to you as part of the
Spirit's Re-forming work among us."
From the Story of the Woman at the Well
John 4, Gospel Lesson for March 19, 2017
Just then his disciples came...Then the
[Samaritan] woman left her water-jar and
went back to the city. She said to the
people, ‘Come and see a man who told me
everything I have ever done! He cannot be
the Messiah, can he?’ They left the city and
were on their way to him...[Jesus then said to
his disciples,] "Do you not say, 'Four months more, then
comes the harvest'? But I tell you, look around you, and
see how the fields are ripe for harvesting..."Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me everything I have ever done.’
So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to
stay with them; and he stayed there for two days. And
many more believed because of his word. They said to the
woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you said that we
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that
this is truly the Savior of the world.’
I have to confess It is slightly intimidating to reflect on the
upcoming Sunday’s gospel to a group of colleagues, many
of whom preach every week. However, as we were cleaning
up last night I walked up to the Bishop and asked, “are we
having worship tomorrow?” Before I fully thought it
through (as often happens to me around here), I blurted
out, “Great, I am going to give the message, I have something to say.” And then went home and said, “Okay holy
spirit, you got me into this mess…” “They said to the

woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you said that we
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that
this is truly the Savior of the world.’” – THAT! That is what
we are about at our best: God’s love so embodied that our
people say “we have experienced it for ourselves”.
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And it’s not easy. As we engaged in conversation these
past few days around stewardship, resources, debt, I
began to recognize the cultural, maybe generational, lens
I bring to the conversation and potentially the challenge I
bring to the institution.
You see, I grew up with Enron, Martha Stewart and the
bank bailouts, which shaped my understanding and trust
of institutions. Those stories are deeply embedded into my
experience and lens. I have ultra-sonic BS radar and will
walk away the minute I think you are selling me something
or if I sense a hidden agenda. I will challenge the
institution for the sake of being too institution-y.
Dear Church, you are going to
have to work hard to get me
to the table. I moved away
from home the year following
9/11, with the world being
different and less safe than I
had previously known and
experienced. I came into adulthood changing as the world
around me was changing and
unfolding into this new version of America.
And it hasn’t gotten any easier. Now a new generation
enters the conversation. So I tell you, look around you, and
see how the fields are ripe for harvesting.
Dear colleagues,
I stand here today grateful for your work and your witness,
your showing up day in and day out, proclaiming the
gospel, loving your people, wrestling in all of that
often-annoying grey. As leaders “in the trenches”, I am
beginning to think that sometimes we experience different
churches. Maybe it’s my slightly birds-eye view, or maybe
it is my first-call, haven’t-done-this-long-enough-to-knowbetter naiveté, but I see a different church. Fields ripe for
harvesting.
Or maybe more accurately, I have experienced a different
church than the stories I sometimes hear. As I reflected
on this story from John, it hit me- I am the Samaritan
woman. Okay, not the whole "had 5 husbands, living with
someone who isn’t my husband" thing. But the
"transformed by the power of God, life changed by the
love of Jesus" woman, the woman "who then engages the
world differently because of her encounter of grace, of
being known by God." And it happened in your church.
continued on page 8
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It is as this transformed Samaritan woman that I hear
questions and stories I don’t fully understand. I hear the
stories of congregations who feed their community every
week and say they aren’t relevant. Congregations who say
they have nothing to offer young people.

We need different programs.
We need different worship.
We don’t have enough.
We aren’t enough.

This is the church many of our people see. These stories
happen in your church.
And in my slightly over-dramatic way, when I hear the
negative stories we tell ourselves, I either fall on the floor or
pull on my hair and blurt out in shock: "You have the gospel,
you have the cross, you have bread and wine! What more
do you need?"
I shake my fist in frustration as my heart breaks at the collective pain in these stories that we constantly tell ourselves,
because I want us to see the power of God in ancient words
and simple loaves of bread that happens in your church.
As the Samaritan woman transformed by the word of God, I
often only see the world through that new reality. I am the
woman who wonders aloud “he knew everything I have ever
done- and still talked to me.”
So let me tell you about your church. Your
church that is just a church, just a group
of ordinary people, gathered in
ordinary buildings, on just another
Sunday morning. Your church that is our
ordinary earthen vessel. You are the
earthen vessel that proclaimed the Good
News to me and embodied love for me.
You were the conduit for the unleashing
of the Holy Spirit, who moved me and
allows me to say today, ‘It is no longer because of what you

said that I believe, for I have heard for myself, and I know
that this is truly the Savior of the world.'
Dear Church,

I was 19 when I arrived for my first summer at one of your
camps. Knowing not a soul, I drove in wondering what
the heck I really had gotten myself into. I was greeted by
enthusiastic peers welcoming me, and who, even after we
got to know one another, accepted me fully. It was in these
first weeks of camp I experienced radical hospitality for the
first time. I was welcomed with no conditions, I was
encouraged to try new things and supported through my
successes and epic failures.
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Dear Church, you are one of the only places where
someone is welcome, where someone belongs, simply
by walking through the doors. Where we are treated as
equals around the table with no questions asked. In my
summers at camp I discovered gifts that changed my
focus of study and experienced the radical hospitality
that has shaped my theology and call to ministry. This
happened in your church.
Fast forward a few years and I am swimming neck deep
amid a quarter life crisis. Yes, this is a real thing. I
quit my job, experienced depression, moved across
the country to escape, and lost all the things I had
associated with my identity. And while feeling
completely lost, I somehow found myself walking into a
Lutheran church in Spokane, WA. Because that
was known. Your words, your songs, your pews were
known and therefore safe.
Dear Church, you welcomed me with open arms for a few
short Sundays before I moved on. As my wandering
continued you welcomed me in Bismarck, ND, Custer,
SD, Sacramento, CA, St. Bernard, LA, and Alexandria,
MN. When I knew nothing else, I knew your liturgy, I
knew your songs. I knew I would hear “the gifts of God
for the people of God. All are welcome.” This happened
in your church.
Fast forward another 12
addresses and I arrived in
Denver with a U-Haul full of
mismatched furniture, no job,
and a roommate who insisted I
had to visit this church- I would
love it.
I arrived by myself the following
Sunday morning, hoping to
blend into the crowd, which turned out to be
impossible as one of 25 people in worship. As I sat in my
pew, very intent on reading my bulletin, a woman
marched up- and yes, it was a determined march- and
deadlocked directly on me. “I don’t think I know you. I’m
Wendy."
I assured her she did not know me, that I was a new
visitor, etc. and worship began.
Cue end of the closing hymn and I see Wendy again
deadlocked on me and heading my way. “You must be
Lutheran. You knew all the words to all of the liturgy.”
“Yes, I grew up in the Lutheran church," I replied.
continued on page 9
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“Good," she declared, “this is your home now. We will see
you next week.”
With a loaf of bread in my hand it seemed as if my fate was
sealed. There are just some people you don’t argue with. This
happened in your church. And while I wouldn’t necessarily
encourage this strong-armed approach with all visitors,
“Good, this is your home now” was life-giving Gospel to a
wandering nomad trying to find a place she fit.
Dear Church, you offer hospitality and sacred community in a
world determined to tell us some people are in while others
are out. Do you know what a gift this is to the world?
Over the next 5 years Wendy, along with myself and 4-5 other
women, formed the Wednesday evening prayer group. A
group of women (though a few men trickled in and out) ages
25-70 prayed each other through tears and family struggles,
talked through job searches and new relationships, studied
scripture and reflected on current events. Oh, dear Church,
who thinks it has nothing to offer to young people. The
wisdom, experience, and love from your church guided me
as I tried to figure out my life as a young adult starting a
new chapter with many more to come. And in return I was
invited into the lives of these women, trusted with their
joys and pains, and allowed to offer my gifts and experience
back to them. This is holy, Gospel work and it happened
in your church.
And each Sunday, dear church, I see you love our kids. I see
you greet 3-year-old Isaiah who has been an usher for the
past 2 years, kneeling at the altar alongside his dad to
receive communion before ushering up everyone else. With
tears I tell the story of 4 year old Tess, who, having
experienced her place at the table each week, was with her
dad changing the paraments and suddenly declared, “Dad,
go get on your tall knees and I’ll hand out the bread.”

Today I offer to you my story, and invite you to claim it
as your story, as our story, because it happened in our
church.
And so dear Church, I will continue to show up with all
of my passion, frustration, and challenging of the
institution because I see you, church, when you
embody the love of God and it is beautiful. And the
world needs it. This world so desperately needs your
love, this love in an earthen vessel that says to those
institution-challengers who are hard to get around the
table, “Come. All is now ready and all are welcome.” I
will continue to show up and tell my story-our storythat says through small acts of radical welcome that
hearts are transformed, lives are changed, different
stories are told.

It is no longer because of what you said that I believe,
for I have heard for myself, and I know that this is truly
the Savior of the world.'

This happened at your church.
Dear Church, your youngest members are being told a story of
acceptance and love and grace before the world can tell them
something different. If you do nothing else, do this.
It is holy, sacred work when you gather around the font and
welcome a new life. It is the very kingdom of God when you
gather around the table; when you gather around the table
and the future is unknown, when life piles on its stress, when
it is too much, and you remind us that God says I am enough.
The message of the table, the font, and especially the cross is
foolish, and as someone who experienced them in sacred
community, who experienced them in YOUR church, it is the
power of God.
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Queso
Anyone?
Tutti Bambini is supporting a childcare center and
Kinder in Juarez, that is the ministry of the Dominican
Sisters, by helping them sell this delicious cheese as
one of their fundraisers.

Tutti Bambini is a children's clothing store in Las
Cruces, NM where you can find new and gently used
clothes for newborns on up to size 12 for both boys and
girls. Tutti Bambini is a not-for-profit organization that
supports programs for children at risk. We appreciate
donations of tenderly used or new children’s items
including clothes, toys and children’s furniture.
We offered to help them when we visited last week. Not
only is this cheese fabulous and fresh, it tastes the
same after it has been frozen.
I am hoping that you will consider not only buying some
but forwarding this attachment to family and friends
and asking them to do the same.

Please email or text me your orders
and ask your friends to do the same.

Roman Catholic & Lutheran
Prayer Services to Mark
Reformation 500 Years
Roman Catholics and Lutherans are joining together in
prayer 500 years after Martin Luther’s 95 theses
triggered the Reformation in 1517.
Services of Common Prayer are taking place in
conjunction with seven Roman Catholic Diocese.
Bishop Jim Gonia will be present at all seven locations.
The liturgy will highlight the agreements that have been
reached through fifty years of dialogue between
Catholics and Lutherans on topics such as the Church,
Ministry, and the Eucharist.
The Common Prayer is structured around themes of
thanksgiving, repentance, and commitment to common
witness. The aim is to express the gifts of the
Reformation and ask forgiveness for the division
perpetuated by Christians from the two traditions.
Las Cruces Services of Common Prayer:

Sunday, April 2nd
3:00 pm
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary
Las Cruces, NM

Cheese can be picked up at Tutti Bambini (300 El Molino
at Alameda) with your payment. Hours to be picked up:
Monday - Friday, 10-5 and Saturday 10-2.

The round of cheese is 1 lb. and is $8.
If you have any questions, please call or text me: 6401997
Thank you for support.
Blessings, Sister Beth
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Presiding Bishop Eaton:
How are we neighbor?
In her March article in Living Lutheran,
Bishop Eaton reflects on the parable of the
Good Samaritan:
.."Now it’s Jesus’ turn to ask a question:
“Which of these three, do you think, was a
neighbor to the man who fell into the
hands of the robbers?”
This becomes the question for us and for
these times. When we ask, “Who is my
neighbor?” we sort people into categories.
Is the refugee my neighbor? Is the Muslim
my neighbor? Is the Jew my neighbor? Is
the Latina my neighbor? And on and on.
This makes for increasingly smaller
neighborhoods. And this question can be
driven by fear and suspicion. Left to
ourselves we turn in and away.

Thank God that God has not left us
to ourselves. Our new life in Christ
leads us to ask and answer a
different question. Not, “Who is
my neighbor?” but “How are we
neighbor?”
The world is a dangerous place—
just check any news source or
social media. There are people
who mean to do harm to our
country. Fear and the threat of
danger divide us and constrict us.
But we live in the hope of the
resurrection and in the certainty of
the redemption of the world
through the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. We no longer ask,
“Who is my neighbor?” The
question is now, “How are we
neighbor?”

The lawyer answered Jesus’
question about who was neighbor
to the man beaten by robbers with:
“The one who showed him mercy.”
Jesus said to him, and to us,
“Go and do likewise.”
From eConnection 03/15/17

As I sat next to him thinking about what it looks like for me as a chaplain
to support this ofﬁcer, I wandered why we were sitting in the parking lot of
this church instead of going in. The Safe Stop program began to take
shape.

Congregations Becoming Safe
Stops in the Neighborhood
It was about 1 o’clock in the morning, and
we had just ﬁnished up a call for service.
I was doing a ride-a-long with a police
ofﬁcer. The call load had died down, and
it was now time to get caught up on the
paperwork from the busy shift. I joked with
my ofﬁcer that he didn’t need me as a
chaplain in his car, what he needed was a
secretary. The calls we were on that night
required quite a bit of documentation.
We pulled into a dimly lit church parking lot,
and the ofﬁcer began writing at his desk – a
clipboard and steering wheel.
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Safe Stops are essentially a substation for ofﬁcers located in a church.
The Safe Stop is a non-contact ofﬁce that is away from the public’s eye.
The Safe Stop is a place that ofﬁcers can grab a cup of coffee, cold drink,
snack, and write a report if needed. Ofﬁcers have to continually be
vigilant of their surroundings, and the Safe Stop is often the only place of
peace and rest in an ofﬁcer’s busy day.
This idea was born from recognizing a need, and meeting that need. Our
vision as chaplains is to “serve those who serve us”. I think this applies to
us as the church as well. The Safe Stop program is currently in two Rocky
Mountain Synod churches and growing. I believe the program has
been successful because we as the church came along side our law
enforcement community and accompanied them in their journey.
Augustine challenged us with “it is solved by walking”. Accompaniment
gives life when we justly walk the journey with others. Scott Moore
serves as the Lead Chaplain at the Wheat Ridge Police Department and
serves as the Director of Mission, Youth and Family Ministries at a RMS
congregation. He has served his congregation for 19 years and the police
department for 2 years.
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PRAYER REQUESTS

2900 Elks Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88005

Please remember these family and friends in our prayers for wholeness
and healing: Natalie & Tony Anthony, Cynthia Griffee Antone, June Bauer, John
Bozzell, Lynn Brandt, Allen Briggs family, Pastor Paul Carlson, Landon Chavez,
Al Davis, Michael Deliberto, Wilba Duggan, Jorge & Irene Esaynder, Jim
Fahrbach, Debbie Fisher, Delores & Jack Fleming, Russell Fox, Nancy
Garippo, Sherry Green, Bill Harlan, Yolanda Hernandez, Christy Hileman, Ted & Stella
Jones, Jann K., Juanita Kiss, Vicky LeMahieu, Barb Libento, Tammy Lund, Rosie Macias;
Kerri MacPherson, Hannalore Maddox, Jesus Marquez, Jennie McCandless, Jaki
McCollum, Janet Michael, Anne Miller, Jan Myers, Adeline Nowodworski, David Nunez,
Sandra Ogonowski, Nancy Paulikas, Richard & Kelly Penc, Harvey Pickrel, Sheila Riedel,
Lilliam Rivera, Miriam Shouman, Rick Shreffler, John & Mary Signore, Rosalie Spangler,
Dolly Tellez, Rev. Dale Topp, Tami Vogel, Maria Warner, Gary Williams, Sean Austin
Williams family, Lorie Yurcic, Cindy Zediker. Military: Chris Brown/RAF Mildenhall, UK,
Edward Fongeallaz/South Korea, Colin & Jason Purvis.

575-523-4232
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
www.trinitylutheranlc.org
2017 COUNCIL MEMBERS
Glenn Kuehn, Council Pres.
George Timmerman, Vice Pres.
Eric Sletten, Secretary
Lee Beatty
Jim Benzie
Carl Hagle
Kris Hanson
Tre Hooks
Marlin Schmidt
Rev. Paul Carlson, Interim Pastor

Please let the office know if there are changes/additions needed to prayer requests.

==================================

Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer
Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary
Seth Zamora, Music
Pam Crume, Office Manager
Jonathan Crume, Sexton

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS
AN ELCA CONGREGATION.
WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN
LIFE BY GOD TO:
GATHER people to faith in the
forgiving and transforming
“Presence of God”
 EQUIP people for a dynamic
role in the “Body of Christ”
 SEND people into the world,
driven by the Spirit, to “Share
the Grace” of our living God


CELEBRATIONS
Members celebrating an anniversary:
Ron & Beth LeBlanc Shirkey 4/03
Dan & Mary Cosper 4/14
Members celebrating a birthday:
Ted Jones
4/01
Danial Risk
4/07
Susanne Timmerman 4/08
Larry Holzerland 4/13
Jessica Sletten
4/13
Glenn Kuehn
4/13

Emerald Heggen
Kathleen Kershaw
Eddie Hussain
Patti Risk
Leah Chan

4/18
4/19
4/20
4/21
4/29

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:00 am
SUNDAY
SCHOOL
10:40 AM
How To Find Us:
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north
of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70)
and Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/
Main St. exit, turn west to first stop light, turn
north one block.
Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
trinitylutheranlc
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Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary!
The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office
Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran
Church, Las Cruces, New Mexico.
If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail
it to the office by the 20th of the month at office@trinitylutheranlc.org.
Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than
Wednesday of each week.
Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.
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