TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Las Cruces, New Mexico
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

December 26, 2021
10:00 AM

A Festival of Lessons & Carols

The Word was first, the Word present to God, God present to the Word.
The Word was God, in readiness for God from day one.
Everything was created through God; nothing—not one thing!—
came into being without God.
What came into existence was Life, and the Life was Light to live by.
The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness;
the darkness couldn’t put it out.
John 1:1-5 The Message

A Festival of Lessons & Carols
In 1880 Bishop E.W. Benson of the Church of England arranged “a
little service” derived from ancient sources to be held in Truro, at 10
pm on Christmas Eve. From that “little service” came the Festival of
Nine Lessons and Carols adapted by Eric Milner-White and held on
Christmas Eve, 1918. He wrote the Bidding Prayer as part of that
service. Almost immediately churches began modifying the service
for their own use. In 1930 Milner-White added the Blessing after the
Lord’s Prayer and the service has remained virtually unchanged
since that time though it has primarily been used as a service
during Advent.
Our service today is taken from “Advent Festival of Lessons and
Music” found in The Book of Occasional Services 2003 and edited
for our Lutheran congregation. However, in whatever way this
service is adapted, Milner-White espoused that the pattern and
strength of the service comes from the lessons – not the music.
‘The main theme is the development of the loving purposes of
God…’ seen ‘through the windows and words of the Bible.’ The
wonder of this service is found by those of us who ‘go in heart and
mind’ consenting to follow where the story leads. Wikipedia
☩☩☩
P: Pastor Catherine Lemons
A: Assistant (George Timmerman) L: Lectors listed in Bulletin
Communion Servers – George Timmerman, Judy Dougherty
Ushers – Ron & Tami Garski
Children’s Chapel – Carol Swackhammer, Dyer Family
Marco Jimenez – Minister of Worship & Music
Christmas Singers – Kris Hanson, Marco Jimenez,
Pr. Catherine Lemons, Chris Sexauer, Jan Zabel
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A Festival of Lessons & Carols
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
I look from afar: and lo, I see the Power of God coming,
and a cloud covering the whole earth. Go ye out to meet him and say:
Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel?
High and low, rich and poor, one with another, Go ye out to meet him and say:
Hear O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep,
tell us, art thou he that should come? Stir up thy strength, O Lord,
and come to reign over thy people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Prose by Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina
Matins Responsory

OPENING CAROL

Vs. 1 & 2 ELW 269

3

THE BIDDING PRAYER
Pastor

Beloved in Christ, at this Christmas tide let it be our care and
delight to hear again the message of the angels, and in heart and
mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which has come
to pass, and the babe lying in the manger.
Therefore let us read, mark and inwardly digest in Holy Scripture
the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our
disobedience into the glorious redemption brought us by this holy
Child.
But first let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on
earth and goodwill among all his people; for unity and fellowship
within the church he came to build, and especially in this, our own
community.
And because this would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in his
name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the
oppressed; the sick and they that mourn, the lonely and the
unloved, the aged and the little children; all who know not the Lord
Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved the heart of
his love.
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us,
but upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which
person can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and
with whom in the Lord Jesus we are one forevermore.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of
heaven in the words which Christ himself taught us, saying:

4

C: Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the Power and the Glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.*
P:

The almighty God bless us with grace; Christ give us the joys
of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of the citizens above
may the King of Angels bring us all.
C: Amen.
*This version of the Lord’s Prayer is from the original Common Prayer
compiled by Thomas Cranmer for the Church of England.

The Lessons
Lesson One – Read by Judy Dougherty
Adam and Eve rebel against God

Genesis 3: 8-15

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the
Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and
said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden,
and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you
that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you
not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave
me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the woman, “What is this
that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The
Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you
among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and
dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
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I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and
hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”
After the Lesson

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
CAROL
ELW 256
Verse 1 sung by Christmas Singers/Congregation Verses 2 & 3
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Lesson Two – Read by Chris Sexauer
God promises a child will come known as “God with us”

Isaiah 7:10-15

…The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God;
let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not
ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear
then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that
you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and
shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the
time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.
After the Lesson

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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CAROL
ELW 272
Verse 1 sung by Christmas singers/Verse 4 Congregation
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Lesson Three – Read by Ruth Rakoff

The angel Gabriel salutes the Virgin Mary

Luke 1: 26-35

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am
a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God.
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After the Lesson

L:
C:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CAROL
ELW 265
Verse 1 sung by Christmas Singers/Verse 3 Congregation
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Lesson Four – Read by John Shonk
Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus

Matthew 1:18-23

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which
means, “God is with us.”
After the Lesson

L:
C:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Lesson Five – Read by Jeramiah Dyer
The shepherds go to the manger

Luke 2: 8-16

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying
in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger.
11

After the Lesson

L:
C:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CAROL

ELW 293
Verse 1 Solo/Verses 2 & 4 Congregation
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Lesson Six – Richard Rakoff
The wisemen are led by the star to Jesus

Matthew 2: 1-11

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea;
for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come
a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the
wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
After the Lesson

L:
C:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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CAROL
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WOV 646
Verse 1 & Refrain sung by Congregation/Verse 2 Solo

Lesson Seven – Read by George Timmerman

John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation

John 1: 1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was
in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will
of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
After the Lesson

L:
C:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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CAROL

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
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Verse 1, ELW 292

Meal
OFFERTORY

VERSE 1, ELW 479

OFFERING PRAYER

A:

Let us pray.

Gracious God, your Word-mad-flesh brings harmony to the
earth. As we offer ourselves and these gifts, prepare us to
receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in
us the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior
C: Amen.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the
wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened
the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that,
beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the
God whom we cannot see.

P:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER

P:

In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy Name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
P:

Come see what God makes known for you.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

SETTING 6
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P: The gifts of God for the people of God.
COMMUNION
Everyone is welcome at the Lord’s Table.

The Body of Christ given for you.
The Blood of Christ shed for you.
Amen
COMMUNION CAROL

20

ELW 288

COMMUNION CAROL

ELW 290
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P:

Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep
you always in God’s grace.
C: Amen
POST COMMUNION BLESSING

A:

Let us pray.
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these
gifts of bread and wine. As we have shared this feast of love,
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’
name we pray.

C: Amen
BLESSING

P:

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so
that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, in
the name of the Father, ☩ the Son and the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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CAROL
ELW 282
Verse 1 sung by Christmas Singers/Verse 4 Congregation
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DISMISSAL

A: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in Christ our Savior.
C: Thanks be to God.

All art from the public domain except “The Word Made Flesh” from The Art of the Saint John’s Bible
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Service adapted from Book of Occasional Services 2003
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