TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Las Cruces, New Mexico
WELCOME AND RECEPTION OF
CATHERINE LEMONS

November 14, 2020
10:00 AM via Zoom
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☩☩☩
B: Bishop Jim Gonia C: Canon Lee Curtis P: Pastor Catherine Lemons
A: Assistant (Dawn MacPherson) L: Lectors (Recent Confirmands)
C: Congregation (Jack & Mary Kay Wagoner)
Danielle Cordova, Minister of Worship and Music
PRELUDE
WELCOME

GATHERING
All joining may wish to have a bowl of water for the Thanksgiving for Baptism and bread
and wine or juice for the celebration of Holy Communion.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

B:
C:

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

B:

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you
thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took
delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At
the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

C:
B:

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us
heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water
that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in
Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your
forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise through
Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
Beloveds of God, I invite you to dip your finger in the water you have in
front of you and mark the sign of the cross on your own forehead or the
foreheads of the others in your household. ☩ Sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked by the Cross of Christ forever, remember and rejoice in the
promises of forgiveness, restoration, and new life in baptism.
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GATHERING SONG

ELW 708
Sung by Danielle Cordova

GREETING

B:
C:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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DIALOGUE OF PRAISE
A:
C:

Praise the Lord, all you people.
Praise him, all you heavenly hosts.

A:
C:

Praise him for his mighty acts.
Praise him for his greatness.

A:
C:

God calls us to be his people,
A royal priesthood and a holy nation,

A:
C:

To proclaim aloud the Lord’s name,
To tell all the world the wonders of his works.

A:
C:

For he satisfies the thirsty,
And fills the hungry with good things.

A:
C:

He has pity on the lowly and the poor.
He redeems the lives of those who call upon his name.

A:
C:

Whom shall the Lord send to them, and who will go for us?
“Here am I, Lord! Send me.”
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Sung by Eric Sletten
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

B:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy apostles
many gifts and commanded them to feed your flock. Inspire all pastors to
proclaim your word diligently and your people to receive it willingly, that
finally we may receive the crown of eternal glory; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C:

Amen.

The following readings are read by Trinity’s latest Confirmands, confirmed October 25th, Reformation Day.

WORD
FIRST READING: Micah 6:6-8

L:

Read by Gray Lucero

A reading from Micah.
With what shall I come before the LORD,
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?"
He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

C:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 84

Led by Emilie Dyer

Read responsively

L:
C:

How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts!
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; my heart
and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

L:

Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she
may lay her young, by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my king
and my God.
Happy are they who dwell in your house! They will always be praising
you.

C:
L:
C:
L:
C:

Happy are the people whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on
the pilgrims' way.
Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs,
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
They will climb from height to height, and the God of gods will be seen in
Zion.
LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob.

L:
C:

Behold our defender, O God; and look upon the face of your anointed.
For one day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I
would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God than
dwell in the tents of the wicked.

L:

For the LORD God is both sun and shield, bestowing grace and glory; no
good thing will the LORD withhold from those who walk with integrity.
O LORD of hosts, happy are they who put their trust in you!

C:

SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10

L:

Read by Bryan Baker, Jr.

A reading from Hebrews.
So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was
appointed by the one who said to him, "You are my Son, today I have
begotten you"; as he says also in another place, "You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek."
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In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with
loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and
he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son,
he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him,
having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of
Melchizedek.

C:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
“How Beautiful on the Mountains” (Isaiah 52:9)

Sung By Danielle Cordova & Kris Hanson
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GOSPEL: Luke 10:1-12, 16-20
All stand as they are able

B:
C:

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

B:

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of
him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He
said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go on
your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves.
Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road.
Whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this house!' And if anyone is
there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it
will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever
they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from
house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you,
eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them,
'The kingdom of God has come near to you.' But whenever you enter a
town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 'Even
the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against
you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.' I tell you, on that
day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that town.
Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me,
and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.
The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, in your name even the
demons submit to us!" He said to them, "I watched Satan fall from heaven
like a flash of lightning. See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt
you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but
rejoice that your names are written in heaven."

C:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Bishop Jim Gonia
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HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 518
Sung by Danielle Cordova
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THE NICENE CREED
All stand as they are able and say

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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HYMN

ELW 798
Sung by Kris Hanson
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PRESENTATION
All stand as they are able. The pastor stands before the Assembly.

B:

Having been authorized by the church to confirm this congregation’s
intention to welcome Rev. Catherine Lemons, a priest in the Episcopal
Church, our co-worker in the gospel, as pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, I
now ask for certification of this covenantal relationship.

Representative of the Search Committee, George Timmerman, addresses the bishop and canon:

After prayerful deliberation, we, of Trinity Lutheran Church, have called
Pastor Catherine Lemons and invited her to serve as our pastor. I present
her and this letter certifying our mutual intentions to serve God together as
pastor and congregation.
All are seated. The pastor remains standing facing the Assembly.

ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS

C:

A reading from John: Jesus said, "Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."
(John 20:21-23)

A reading from Matthew: Jesus said, "All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." (Matthew 28:1820)

A reading from First Timothy: Set the believers an example in speech and
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Attend to the public reading of scripture,
to exhorting, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was
given to you through prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council of
elders. Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so that all
may see your progress. Pay close attention to yourself and to your
teaching; continue in these things, for in doing this you will save both
yourself and your hearers. (1 Timothy 4:12-16)
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B:

P:
C:

P:
B:

P:
C:
P:
B:
C:

Catherine, in the presence of this assembly will you commit yourself to this
new trust and responsibility, in the confidence that it comes from God
through the call of the church?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
Catherine, will you preach and teach in accordance with the holy scriptures
and with the confessions of both the Lutheran and the Episcopal
churches? Will you carry out this ministry in harmony with the Canons of
the Episcopal Church and the constitutions of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures and faithful in your
use of the means of grace? Will you love, serve, and pray for God's
people, nourish them with the word and sacraments, and lead them by
your own example in faithful service and holy living?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you give faithful witness in the world, that God's love may be known in
all that you do and in all that you are?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously
give you the strength and compassion to perform them.
Amen.

All stand as they are able.
The Congregation is asked to unmute in order to respond to the following questions.

B:

C:
C:
C:

People of God, will you receive Catherine as a messenger of Jesus Christ
sent to serve all people with the gospel of hope and salvation? Will you
regard her as a servant of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
Will you pray for Catherine, help and honor her in carrying out this ministry,
and in all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
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B:

C:
B:
C:

Will you respect the gifts Catherine brings to your life together as a priest of
the Episcopal Church, seek to learn and grow together for the sake of our
life as Christ’s Body?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
Catherine, the office of pastor is now committed to you in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

BLESSING
The canon joins the bishop in laying hands on the pastor as the bishop proclaims God's blessing.

B:

C:

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the
great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make
you complete in everything good so that you may do God's will, working in
you that which is pleasing in God's sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be
the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

All are seated.

WELCOME BY THE CONGREGATION
Richard Rakoff, Council President, present keys to the church from in front of the altar, saying:

C:

God’s church is a place of welcome, a refuge of healing, a school for souls,
and a life-giving spring. Pastor Catherine, receive these keys and let the
doors of Trinity Lutheran Church be open to all people.
Amen

Naomi Schmidt, Education Director and Council member, presents a Bible, saying:

C:

The Bible contains our sacred scriptures: narratives and stories that inform
our faith, molding and shaping who we are. Pastor Catherine, accept this
Bible and be among us as one who proclaims the Word.
Amen.
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Malinda Dyer, Council Member, presents a rosary, saying:

C:

God’s people are people of prayer. Pastor Catherine, use this rosary and
be among us as a woman of God praying for all people.
Amen.

Don and Chris Sexauer, representing God’s Work, Our Hands, present a vessel of water, saying:

C:

Water is a symbol of baptism and, as such, represents our call to mission
and our common life in community. We are baptized into Jesus' death on
the cross and new life in resurrection. Pastor Catherine, take this water and
help us baptize in obedience to our Lord.
Amen.

Susanne Timmerman, representing the Altar Guild, presents bread and wine at the Table, saying:

C:

The bread and wine of the Eucharist reveal to us the heart of God's
sacrificial love for all people, and a foretaste of the Feast to come. Pastor
Catherine, take this bread and wine and be among us to break the Bread
and bless the Cup.
Amen.

Catherine’s family, presents a stole, saying:

C:

The stole is a symbol of priestly ministry. Catherine, accept this stole and
be among us all as a pastor and priest.
Amen.

John Shonk, Council Member, presents a copy of the liturgy, saying:

C:

This liturgy is central to our common life of prayer and praise. Pastor
Lemons, receive this liturgy and be among us to both join and lead our
worship of God.
Amen.

Mary Sletten, Council Member, presents olive oil, saying:

C:

Oil is a symbol of blessing and the power of the Holy Spirit, coupled with
laying on of hands. Pastor Lemons, use this oil and be among us as a
healer and reconciler.
Amen.
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Bryan Baker, Sr., Council Member presents a candle, saying:

C:
B:

C:

Christ’s light is at the center of the church. Pastor Catherine, lift the Light of
Christ as the heart of worship and love.
Amen.
Catherine, let all these be signs of the ministry that is ours as the baptized
people of God. We rejoice that the Diocese of the Rio Grande of the
Episcopal Church in New Mexico as well as the Rocky Mountain Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America are present in this community
through your ministry and that of this congregation.
Amen.

All stand as they are able.

PRESENTATION OF THE PASTOR

B:

People of God, it is my joy and delight to present to you Catherine Lemons,
your pastor. Let us welcome her in the name of Christ!

REMARKS
SPECIAL MUSIC

“There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit in This Place”
Sung by Danielle Cordova

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P:

Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let
us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need.

A brief silence.

A:

C:

Trusting in God, we pray for the church. Fill all worshipers with your Holy
Spirit. Grant them generous hearts to share God’s splendor revealed to
them by the Great Shepherd Jesus Christ. Empower and guide the faith of
our bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church. Lord in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

We pray for Catherine, chosen to be pastor in this church, that she may
faithfully fulfill the duties of this ministry, build up your church, and glorify
your name. May she be sustained and encouraged by the Holy Spirit to
persevere through all times and may the family and loved ones who
support her accept your gracious love. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for the well-being of creation, for plants that provide nourishment,
for animals that tend their young, that your goodness will be revealed
through all creation. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for the nations and all in authority, for advocates, for those who
work for racial justice, and for our community, that all people may thrive
together in harmony and order. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for the poor and outcast, for those who cannot afford food,
medicine, clothing, and shelter, for the communities and agencies who
serve the needy and advocate on their behalf. Comfort the sick and their
caregivers. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud
voice or in the silence of our hearts.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

C:
A:

C:

Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the saints of every time and place. By your Spirit, grant
us sure confidence in the everlasting glory you promise. Lord in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
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P:

C:

Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive
them for the sake of the one through whom you have revealed your
goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
Please remain in your space. The Peace may be passed by waves, bows, making the “vee” of the
Peace sign, or the symbolic “Peace and Love to Everyone.”

P:
C:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERING AND GIFTS

Special Offering for Mesilla Valley Community of Hope

Today’s offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of
those in need. The offerings received today will be given to Mesilla Valley
Community of Hope. You may make donations directly to them at 999 West
Amador Ave in Las Cruces, NM 88005 or send your offerings to Trinity Lutheran
Church, 2900 Elks Drive in Las Cruces 88005 with Mesilla Valley Community of
Hope in the subject line of the check.

Camp Hope in the Snow
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OFFERING SONG

ELW 685
Sung by Eric Sletten

OFFERING PRAYER

A:

Let us pray.
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your
hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come
to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.

C:

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
Explanation of process for Communion to those at home

P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
the great shepherd of your flock, our Savior Jesus Christ; who after his
resurrection sent forth the apostles to preach the gospel and teach all
nations, and promised to be with them, even to the end of the age.
And so, with the glorious company of the apostles, with the choirs of angels
and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Sung by Danielle Cordova
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P:

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant
to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen
Amen.
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen
Amen.
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

P:

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

P:

The table of life is spread before you. Feast on the goodness and mercy of
God.
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COMMUNION SONG

Sung by Danielle Cordova
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION

ELW 471
Sung by Kris Hanson
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A:

C:

Let us pray.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished
us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now
send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this
day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
B:

C:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG

ELW 880
Sung by Eric Sletten

DISMISSAL

A:
C:

Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
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