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From the Desk of Pastor Paul 

2017 

SUNDAY 

   WORSHIP 

9:00 am 

Fellowship Hour     
Following Worship  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

10:40 am 

 

Lenten Theme: Baptism 

 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 

commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 

the end of the age.” - words spoken by the Risen Christ at 
the end of the Gospel According to Matthew 

 

The gospel of God's grace in Jesus Christ is the bedrock of our faith. We think, of 

course, that we know just what that means. Yet one of the primary questions we 

seminary students at the Pacific School of  Religion in Berkeley, CA were asked to 

ponder in our initial theology course concerned that very thing: "What is the          

gospel?" What is the good news? You'd be surprised how difficult that can be to 

answer! The answer from our theology professor was quite good. The gospel, he 

claimed, is "The story of Jesus (the) Christ and its significance." That is a           

definition that begs for details. Our many Christian traditions have answered it in 

various ways, but there remains a core, at least for Christian traditions rooted in 

the major confessions of the church (Apostles Creed, etc.). That core is Matthew 

28:19-20: "Go ...make disciples in all the nations (cultures of the 

world) ...baptize ...teach what Jesus has taught and embodied and help others 

hear it and do it (obey)."   
 

In Matthew's gospel, which is this church year's primary gospel text (Year A),  

being a disciple is a matter of faith that is expressed in concrete behaviors like 

the ethics in the Sermon on the Mount and other teachings throughout Matthew. 

Faith is understood as action or, you might say, faith is witness that others            

can see being acted out in the world. Very often this text has been applied to            

missionary work overseas. But it is actually a word spoken to all believers. All the 

key words are action words: go, make, baptize, teach, obey (listen/do). This is the 

underlying mission statement of any church, including Trinity.  
 

Go, don't just sit there! Make, do not wait for  osmosis to kick in! Baptize, using 

water as a symbol of a public profession of faith! Teach, do not keep silence! 

Openly teach what Jesus has proclaimed - the kingdom of God is among and 

within you. Help others to "obey" these teachings, meaning to help them hear          

and do them.  
 

These are the verbs. A  key noun in Matthew  28 is the word 

"disciple." I like this  word because it implies someone who 

studies and learns.  A  disciple is a student, a learner and one 

who wants to know.  

 
 

                                                                   Continues on next page  
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The Worship Committee met Feb. 2nd at 
6:04 pm, with nine members in attendance.   
 

The meeting started with Pastor Paul’s 
thoughts on Worship Committee meetings 

in regard to church services.  He pointed out that we need 
to be  careful to not have church services that are ‘paint by 
number’ types of services.  Also, we need to brainstorm and 
come up with ideas that will add to or enhance services.   
 

The following changes are being made for Worship         
Committee meetings:  meetings will be on first Thursday of 
the month at 5:00 pm (to accommodate choir practice); 
meetings are to be quarterly (February, May, August and 
November) and settings will be picked at the quarterly 
meetings. Settings were selected at this meeting for Lent to 
Easter, Easter, Easter to Pentecost, and for Pentecost thru 
summer. Pentecost service will be discussed further at the 
May Worship Committee meeting.   
 

There was a discussion about the ‘Seasons’ display board 
that is still in development. Altar Guild is in the process of  
replacing Communion cup trays and bread tray. One Altar 
cloth will be replaced, as well, as one is wearing out.  The old 
cup tray and bread plate are to be donated to a local church 
group not yet decided upon (Gospel Rescue Mission, Prison 
Ministry, etc).  
 

Lenten devotionals, originally planned to have input from 
congregation, collated and then printed, was changed to a 
devotional booklet found by Mary Sletten from Augsburg 
Fortress that is based on Martin Luther’s Small Catechism 
and geared to the 500th year celebration of the          
Reformation.  One hundred copies of this booklet have 
been ordered and will be distributed to the congregation.  
Payment for the devotionals will be by donations from the 
Congregation.   

Worship Committee  

 

Note the announcement for Ash Wednesday      
services and Lenten mid-week soup and          
worship in this newsletter page 5. 

 

Also, note the announcements 
for a weekly Bible Study during 
Lent and a Book Study page 7. 

Luther picked up on this idea 

in his Small Catechism when 

he asks the question, "What 

is that?" Luther and Katy's 2 

year old son Hans would run 

around the house and say, in 

German of course, "Was (ist) 

Dass?" "What's that?"- repeated over and over and 

over. Luther thought this was a fine question and attitude 

for disciples of Jesus to bring to spiritual things. It is an 

attitude of curiosity and having a real interest in knowing 

about things we don't understand. In our faith lives we 

just keep asking, endlessly, like the two year old Hans, 

and we keep learning through study and action/

reflection. This is discipleship.  
 

Lent is a season where baptism has special significance. 

Though we say that there is one baptism, the experience 

and spiritual depth of baptism continues throughout our 

lives of discipleship. I will be focusing on the baptismal 

journey throughout the Sundays of Lent this year, so for 

me it will demand a lot of probing and asking Hans' 

question, "What's that?" Briefly, baptism is the public                 

declaration, through the symbols of water and word,          

of our faith in the God revealed through Jesus Christ.            

In baptism we take the lamp out from under the bushel 

basket and let it shine forth for all to see. 
 

There are other ways of understanding baptism as well. 

The symbol of water can be a metaphor for dying and  

rising, going beneath the surface of the water and finding 

ourselves renewed upon returning again to the surface. 

Baptism can be a bath, which is the literal meaning of the 

word in Greek, so it can be a cleansing or purification.  

The tears we shed in grief are also a baptismal image, a 

symbol of emptying the self only to discover that we are 

full of the Spirit. Jesus walks on the water, but Peter 

sinks. Jesus also refers to his death as a baptism. So 

baptism has lots of angles. At the  entrance/exit of the 

sanctuary there is a lovely small font. You may already  

dip your fingers in the water and make the sign of the 

cross on your way out or into the sanctuary, but if not Lent 

is a good time to begin 

as a reminder of your        

baptism and your        

baptismal journey.  
 

Peace on your Lenten  

baptismal journey  
 

Pr Paul 



Breaking Bread: Building  

Blocks of Lutheran  Worship  
 

While he was reclining at table with 
them, he took bread, spoke a blessing 
and broke it, and gave  it to them. Then their 
eyes were opened and they recognized Jesus-and he          
vanished from their   sight-Luke 24:30 
 

For each of the remaining months that I am with you I am 
sharing some words about worship. In such a short time I 
can merely scratch the surface, but I hope these brief           
summaries will stimulate you to think about and                
experience worship more deeply and meaningfully. 
 

Kyrie Elieson: Lord have mercy. We like to sing the Kyrie, as 

most Lutheran churches do. It has remained popular, 

which is interesting because it is often sung even after the 

Confession and Forgiveness has been said. When we sing 

it after the Confession and Forgiveness it is actually              

redundant. We have  already received forgiveness and do 

not need to ask for even more mercy! But the bottom line 

remains: we like singing it. So we do. It so happens that it 

is the only part of the liturgy left that is in Greek, an              

indication of how far back it goes.  
 

We sing Kyrie early in the service as an opening to the          

entire mass. As a matter of fact, the five main parts of              

the mass are: Lord have mercy (Kyrie), Glory to God 

(Gloria), Creed or Confession of  Faith (Credo), Holy is God 

(Sanctus) and Lamb of God (Agnus Dei). As time moved on 

the church wanted more and more elaborate musical            

settings of these five sections, so composers began             

composing increasingly elaborate works for use in the 

church. Eventually musical masses were written to be             

performed outside of the church. Masses are found             

in many musical styles, including jazz. It has remained an 

inspiring art form for musicians who want to explore            

the holy.  
 

The Gloria follows the Kyrie and is a song of praise. The 

traditional language is familiar to us: 
 

Glory to God in the highest and peace to God's people on 
earth. Lord, God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 
glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have  
mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father. 
Receive our prayer. For you alone are the holy one, you 
alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Glory to God in the 
highest and peace to God's people on earth.  
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At Trinity our practice is to sing the alternate song of 

praise, This is the Feast. Both intend to praise God with 

singing, but This is the Feast is focused more closely on 

Christ and the victory that comes through his death ("For 

the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia!"). 

Either way these songs are joyful exclamations of praise. 

They have power to pull us out of our problems and 

transport us to a place of joy, through the words we sing 

and through the uplifting melodies and harmonies we 

join as a   community.  
 

The words of the Gloria (or This is the Feast) are certainly 

important but it is good to remember that they are           

symbols that point to a truth we cannot fully grasp-the 

presence and grandeur of God in all creation, in the             

history of the world and in the lives of God's people all 

over the world and throughout time. It is good to mull 

them over, but it is even better to use them as vessels to 

take us closer to God. Some people try to sing and argue 

with the words at the same time! In fact you may indeed 

want to say some things differently, and sometimes we 

can with special liturgies, but these words are the words 

sung by the whole church, not just by individuals. As the 

current church saying has it, 

"Better Together!"  
 

Taking worship to the world, 
 

Pr Paul 
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 

                        MINUTES FOR JANUARY 12, 2017 

 

Present: Carol McCandless, Tama Garski, Mary Cosper, Marlene Nunez, Jean May, 

Ellen Fox, Carmella Myers 
 

Devotions read by Marlene Nunez- Isaiah 29 17-24 
 

Tama called meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. 
 

Minutes of December 8th meeting read by Carmella.  Approved as read. 
 

Tama presented financial sheet.  We have not yet paid on our new refrigerator. 
 

We have a balance of $474.08 as of Dec. 31,2016. 
 

Our next event will be The Sweetest Day.  On Sunday Feb. 12th. we will present a special Valentine celebration during the 

coffee hour.  We will come early on Sunday morning to attend to last minute preparations.  We will decide on each           

person's contributions and duties at our February meeting. 
 

Shrove Tuesday on February 28th, 5:30 p.m. will also be put on by our committee.  We need volunteers and menu             

contributions.  We will tentatively serve pancakes, sausages, fruit, applesauce, butter, Maple syrup (quart donated            

by Timmermans).  Further planning will take place at Feb. meeting.  Sign up sheet for congregation for head count            

for purchasing supplies. No admission charge for this event. 
 

Amazing Race lunch set to be held 

at Trinity on Feb. 11th. Conflict with 

a Red Hat event scheduled at the 

same time prevents Fellowship 

Committee from being available. 
 

Lenten Suppers begin on  

March 8th. 
 

Ladies Spring Tea tentatively  

set for Saturday, May 6th. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER.   
 

ADJOURNMENT  

11:00a.m. 
 

Next Meeting February 9th. 
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The Concordia  

Choir  
in Las Cruces, NM 

Thurs. March 2 

7:30 pm 

First Presbyterian Church 

200 E Boutz 
(between S Main and  

El Paseo Rd) 
Las Cruces, NM 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

March 1st   

 12-Noon and 

 6:30 pm 
 

MID-WEEK WORSHIP 

March 8, 15, 22, 29 and April 5th 

 Soup Supper 5:30 pm 

 Worship 6:30 pm 
  

April 9, PALM SUNDAY, 9:00 am 
 

April 13, MAUNDY THURS, 6:30 pm 
 

April 14, GOOD FRIDAY, 6:30 pm 
 

April 16, EASTER SUNDAY 

 9:00 am 
 

“THANKS” . . . from LoL and GWOH for the generous donations of items for the Animal Service Center of the Mesilla Valley 

in February. 
 

“THANKS” . . . from Helping Hands for buying fundraiser raffle tickets in February for purchase of quilt batting.  Thanks 

also for donations of fabrics throughout the year.  

 

ONE-TIME USHER HELP? 
 

Occasionally some members, currently not on a “Sunday usher team”, have indicated a willingness to 

serve as usher for a non-Sunday worship service such as Lent  mid-week service.   
 

If you would like to usher at one of these worship services, please talk with Donna Kuehn. 

We are experiencing an increase in the number 

of families coming through our doors to        

receive food and paper products. It feels so 

good to support our community with this 

ministry. Its also rewarding to have all 

the dedicated volunteers supporting the 

pantry. We also have been supporting various 

health care organizations, with space, during our "open" 

hours. These organizations provide information about  

their available services to low income families. We are  

doing well financially due to the generosity of Trinity's 

membership. Working with Road Runner Food Bank           

continues to be a great partnership as we are able to get 

Federal Commodities and donated food at little or no cost. 

Thanks to everyone who supports this program. If you 

would like to help with this ministry were open for business 

the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month from 10:00 a.m. 

to 12:00 p.m. We also have food deliveries, if you feel like 

some upper body workout, on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of 

each month. Ken 

"A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares  
his food with the poor." (Proverbs 22:9, NIV) 

Food Pantry 
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Valentine’s 

Treats 

Day  

2017 

Fellowship Committee 

There will be a “Fat Tuesday” celebra-
tion on Tuesday, February 28th with 
pancakes, sausages and Fruit. That is 
the day before Ash Wednesday. 

There won’t be a charge for the 
meal, but we do need to know how 
many will be attending so we can 

have enough food.  Look for a sign-up sheet in 
the Narthex. 

Lenten Soup suppers 
will begin on Wed. 
March 8th at 5:30 pm 
with Lenten Worship 
following at 6:30 pm. 
Please join us and if 
you are able, you can bring either soup, bread or 
desert. It is a good time for Fellowship and 
some very good soups!  

“Jan’s Lending Library” is getting full – Don’t 
forget to check out the good books and           
magazines on the cart.  There is a good selection 
and I am sure you will something you would   
enjoy reading.  

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 
10:00. We would love to see some new faces and 
new ideas at our meetings! 

Tama Garski 
405-1018 

Clean and  

Repair Day 

March 25 
 

A Clean and Repair Day is 

scheduled for Saturday, 

March 25 by the Building 

and Grounds Committee. After a month of March winds 

and the coming of spring, the facility needs some repair 

needs (not the roof!) and the grounds need a good clean 

up.  This will ensure that the church and the grounds look 

nice for Palm Sunday and Easter. 
 

There will be a continental breakfast provided starting           

at 8:00 am.  Working hours are 8:30 am to 12 noon. A 

work list will be available for what is planned to               

accomplish. Bring gloves and hat and, depending where 

you plan to focus, any tools for grounds work or facility 

repair.  Bottled water will be provided. 
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     Two Opportunities to  

     Learn Together During Lent 
 

 

Weekly Midweek Bible Study: 

Tuesdays, 10 am - 11 am at 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
   

We will be studying Paul's important "Letter to the           

Galatians." There is a lot of meat in this text, even 

some wit and a moment of cable-worthy humor, 

but mostly it's an argument promoting Christian 

freedom. I hope you will join me. I will provide  

coffee and simple treats each week. It will begin 

on the first Tuesday in Lent, March 7.  
 

Weekly Book Study:  

Monday evenings at 6 pm-7:15 pm 
 

The book we will read and discuss together is 

called "one hope: Remembering the Body of 

Christ" by various Catholic and Lutheran authors, 

including a former professor of mine when I was 

in seminary in Berkeley, CA. It talks about prayer, 

the Lord's Table, worship, singing, forgiveness      

and reconciliation, among other topics that         

Lutheran and Catholics have in common in this                     

Reformation 500 year. I am inviting some            

Catholic participants and am hopeful that some 

will commit to the discussion. We will meet at 

Trinity in the Fellowship Hall. Our first meeting will 

be on Monday evening, March 6. This promises to 

be time of rich conversation and learning togeth-

er. The book and discussion is rooted in the words 

of Jesus in the prayer to his Abba/Father in John's 

gospel, "May they be one as we are one." 

Ash Wednesday opens Lent. It is a season of  

penance, reflection, and fasting which          

prepares us for Christ's Resurrection 

on Easter Sunday, through which  

we attain redemption. Join us for 

the imposition of the ashes on 

Wednesday, March 1st at noon or at 6:30 pm. 

Alter Guild News 
The Altar Guild would like to thank the Memorial Fund 

Committee and its contributors for the purchase of the 

new altar communion ware.  We now have a new bread 

tray, cover and communion trays.  All match the brass on 

the altar.   
 

Many 

thanks for 

making our 

altar  

beautiful. 

New Altar  

Communion  

Ware 



Notes from your 

Treasurer 

January 2017 sees our Church off to 

a good start financially.  We ended 

the January spending approximately 

$4,000 less than what we took in 

from contributions and donations.  However, this can be 

misleading as some of our members give a 3 to 6 month 

pledge in January—so we will keep a close watch on         

expenditures for the next few months to make sure that 

our monthly balance remains as positive as possible.   

Your financial secretary reported good news. As she          

reviewed the 2017 pledges, she finds that the anticipated 

pledges for 2017 are at approximately $150,000 rather 

than the bleaker numbers I reported at our recent            

congregational meeting.  Thank you to those members 

who revised their pledge upward or turned in their 

“missing” pledge card.  For those of you who are                

procrastinators, like me, we will accept your card at any 

time.  Just pass it onto Mary Sletten, your Financial          

Secretary.  Together we can meet the financial needs that 

will allow us to call a new Pastor and allow Trinity’s            

ministries to flourish.  Again, thank you. 

After its acceptance at the Council’s February 28th          

meeting, the January Treasurer’s Report and the January 

Financial Secretary’s Report can be found on the small 

bulletin board in the hall going into the Fellowship Hall.  If 

you have any questions or concerns for either of us, please 

do not hesitate to bring them forward. 

Blessings,  Ann Steinhoff, Church Treasurer 
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RUMMAGE SALE 
 

The Rummage Sale will be held on Saturday, June 2nd. Please begin saving gently used 

treasures for this sale.  There is no room at the church to store items prior to the week of 

the sale. Proceeds from the sale will be designated as 10% for a local charity and 90% 

for the call expenses of a new pastor. 
 

Rebecca Combs and Mary Sletten will be the event planners and John Shonk will once 

again be the cashier. There is a need for many volunteers at different times during the three days prior to the sale to prep 

and be ready for the sale.  On Sale Day, there is also a need for volunteers to function as representatives to community 

members with a variety  of needs and questions that occur during the sale. 
 

This will be the last planned sale so don’t miss this opportunity clear the clutter from your home!   
 

If you have questions, you may contact either Rebecca or Mary. 

We have a new Church Council and are actively working 

toward the future of Trinity Lutheran.  
 

 The Policies and Procedures Manual is complete and 

will be given to the council for one final review before           

approving it.  

 We will be discussing a time and place for an           

upcoming council retreat.  
 

Just a few comments about "what's happening" and 

"what's been done" around our church: 
 

 The roof has been repaired and resurfaced 

 The parking lot is scheduled to be resurfaced 

 The Sunday School room and storage areas are being 

repaired 

 The Sanctuary heating system is now working 

 The Transition Team has completed their work and 

the final report has been given to the council, the Call 

Committee and additional copies available for         

prospective Pastoral candidates 

 The Call Committee will be starting soon and Pastor 

Sarah Moening from the Rocky Mountain Synod will 

be visiting with the council and Call Committee to 

explain and start the call process 

 We have a  lot of ministries ongoing and there's        

always room for more to get involved. 
 

Ken Truax, Congregation President 
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New Mexico Conference of Churches 
1019 2nd St NW, Albuquerque, NM 87102 

(505)243-6234 www.nmchurches.org nmchurches@gmail.com 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Community of Christ, The Episcopal Church, 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 

The Roman Catholic Church, United Church of Christ, United Methodist Church 
 

NMCC Issues Statement in Response to Executive Order  
 

January 31, 2017 
 

As Christians and as leaders of Protestant, Anglican, and Roman Catholic churches in the State of 

New Mexico, we grieve the action of President Trump to temporarily halt refugee resettlement            

programs for 120 days and to ban Syrian refugees indefinitely. We cannot support an immigration 

policy based on the exclusion of persons from Muslim majority nations. While we acknowledge the 

need for national security, we do not support fear and anxiety as a foundation for immigration          

policy. We know from our history that excluding whole groups of people based on ethnicity and              

religion does nothing to make us safer but rather drives us further into insecurity and suspicion. We 

learned long ago from the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 and the internment of Japanese-

Americans during World War II and more recently from the National Security Entry-Exit Registration 

System (NSEERS) put in place after 9/11 that policies such as those signed by President Trump 

this past week will be a stain on our pluralistic country that for generations has honored the dignity 

of every human being. 
 

We are compelled by Christ to offer hospitality to the stranger, food to the hungry, shelter to the 

refugee and compassion to all displaced individuals. For over fifty years Church World Service,             

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, and Catholic Charities Migrant Services have worked 

with compassion and energy to resettle asylum seekers, refugees and immigrants in New Mexico. 

We want to continue and, as possible, to increase these ministries. The current ban will have the 

opposite effect, drastically impacting the important work of our local resettlement agencies. 
 

Therefore, with one voice we request that President Trump rescind the Executive Order signed on 

Friday, January 27, 2017: PROTECTING THE NATION FROM FOREIGN TERRORIST ENTRY INTO THE 

UNITED STATES. Let us work together to create communities of respect and relief for the world’s 65 

million displaced persons – including over 21 million refugees – who have experienced the war,  

hatred and loss of family, community and vocation. Let us welcome them in the spirit of our Lord 

Jesus who came that all may have life – and have it abundantly. 
 

Archdiocese of Santa Fe Archbishop, the Most Reverend John Wester, Roman Catholic Church Diocese of 

the Rio Grande Bishop, the Right Reverend Michael L. Vono, D.D., The Episcopal Church Mission Center of 

the Rio Grande President, the Reverend John Williams, Community of Christ Mission West in the Southwest 

Lead Minister, the Reverend Charlotte J. Hoppe, Christian Church 
 

(Disciples of Christ) 
 

New Mexico Conference Bishop, the Reverend Dr. W. Earl Bledsoe,  

The United Methodist Church 
 

Rocky Mountain Synod Bishop, the Reverend Jim Gonia, 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

Southwest Conference Designated Conference Minister, 

the Reverend Dr. William M. Lyons, United Church of Christ 
 

Synod of the Southwest Stated Clerk/Executive,  

Ruling Elder Conrad M. Rocha,  

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
 

Interim Director the Reverend Dr. Kay E. Huggins,  

New Mexico Conference of Churches 
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“It's not what we do” 
 

At the end of the sixth chapter of the Gospel according to John, many disciples who had been 

following Jesus left him. Looking at the 12, Jesus asked, “Will you also go away?” Simon Peter 

answered, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life” (John 6:66-68). It was a 

kind of crisis at the beginning of the Jesus movement.  
 

Jesus had been teaching about the gracious gift of life that comes from the Father through 

Christ. People were amazed by the multiplication of the loaves and fish and all of the talk about 

the bread of life. They wanted to know what they had to do to be doing the works of God. Jesus’ answer, “This is the work 

of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent (John 6:29),” didn’t sit well the crowd. I suspect that the most fervent 

among them wanted marching orders and the more careful wanted a checklist to make sure they were on track. 
 

Questions in Scripture are fascinating: they are often more revealing than the answers. “What do we do?” “Teacher, what 

good deed must I do to have eternal life?” (Matthew 19 :16). The people in John and the young man in Matthew wanted   

to know not only what they could do to save themselves, but to be assured that it was indeed in their power to                   

save themselves. 
 

We don’t ask different questions today. When it comes to the great metaphysical questions we ask, “How do I know? How 

am I sure?” It’s a hard thing to believe that it’s God’s good and gracious will that all be saved from death, and since we 

can’t save ourselves, God has done it through Jesus’ death and resurrection. It’s not what we do or even about that which 

we are certain, but what God has done, and God’s faithful and sure promise. In a recent survey of ELCA Lutherans,            

Kenneth Inskeep, director for research and evaluation, asked the question: “What must you do to be saved?” Fifty percent 

answered: “Do good works.” Fifty percent of Lutherans.  
 

At least half of us admit that, deep down, we believe it’s still up to us. Let’s not beat ourselves up—this isn’t a Lutheran 

phenomenon, this is not an American phenomenon, this is not a 21st-century phenomenon—it’s a human phenomenon. 

We either disbelieve for joy or don’t want to give up control.  
 

This is precisely why we need well-trained confessional, scriptural, theological, liturgical, compassionate pastors and 

deacons: to keep us pointed to Jesus, to the law, to the cross, to the resurrection and away from the world’s siren song of 

self-help, self-determination and self-righteousness. 
 

And this is precisely why we need confessional, scriptural, theological, liturgical, compassionate laypeople: so we “… fear 

and love God, so that we do not despise preaching or God’s word, but instead keep that word holy and gladly hear and 

learn it” (Martin Luther’s Small Catechism). 
 

Two major initiatives requested by the ELCA Church Council and informed by your input have come to the same                 

conclusion. The Theological Education Advisory Council and the Called Forward Together in Christ process both lifted up 

the importance of well-formed lay, consecrated and ordained leadership. We must keep the saving gospel of judgment 

and promise as our foundation and future. 
 

This is the work of the entire church. It’s not up to the seminaries to identify and recruit pastors and deacons, nor is it the 

exclusive province of the ordained and consecrated to be grounded in the word. Start looking at fourth- and fifth graders 

in your congregation. Support church camps, Lutheran campus ministries, and Lutheran colleges, universities and          

seminaries. Encourage Young Adults in Global Mission. 
 

We’ve received a $3 million gift to the ELCA Fund for Leaders, which will provide full tuition scholarships for up to 60           

additional students over the next three years. This is just one part of a multifaceted leadership initiative that we are 

launching now. When people ask how the ELCA can be relevant, I answer: only if we are sure that our hope is in the living 

Christ and only if we share that with the joy of the gospel. 

 
By Elizabeth A. Eaton 

Presiding bishop 

Her email address: bishop@elca.org. 
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Please remember these family and friends in our prayers for wholeness           

and healing: Ahmad Shouman; Natalie & Tony Anthony, Cynthia Griffee Antone, 

June Bauer, John Bozzell, Lynn Brandt, Allen Briggs family, Landon Chavez,           

Al Davis, Michael Deliberto, Wilba Duggan, Maria Dupre, Jorge & Irene 

Esaynder, Debbie Fisher, Delores & Jack Fleming, Bill Harlan, Yolanda            

Hernandez, Christy  Hileman, Ted & Stella Jones, Jann K., Juanita Kiss, Vicky LeMahieu, 

Tammy Lund, Rosie Macias; Kerri MacPherson, Hannalore Maddox, Jesus Marquez,  

Jennie McCandless, Jaki McCollum, Janet Michael, Anne Miller, Jan Myers, Adeline 

Nowodworski, David Nunez, Sandra Ogonowski, Nancy Paulikas, Richard & Kelly Penc, 

Harvey Pickrel, Alta Price, Sheila Riedel, Lilliam Rivera, Miriam Shouman, Rick Shreffler, 

John & Mary Signore, Rosalie Spangler, Dolly Tellez, Truax family, Maria Warner, Austin 

Sean Williams, Gary Williams, Lorie Yurcic, Cindy Zediker.  Military: Chris Brown/RAF 

Mildenhall, UK, Edward Fongeallaz/South Korea, Colin & Jason Purvis.  

CROSSBEAMS 

The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office              

Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran  

Church, Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
 

If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail  

it to the office by the 20th of the month at office@trinitylutheranlc.org.  

Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than  

Wednesday of each week.   
 

Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.  

Please let the office know if there are changes/additions needed to prayer requests. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

Tr in i t y  Lutheran Church is  

an ELCA Congregat ion.  

We are a  community  g iven 

l i fe  by  God to :  
 

 GATHER people to faith in the 

forgiving and transforming 

“Presence of God” 

 EQUIP people for a dynamic       

role in the “Body of Christ” 

 SEND people into the world, 

driven by the Spirit, to “Share  

the Grace” of our living God 

2900 Elks Drive 

Las Cruces, NM  88005 

575-523-4232 

office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

www.trinitylutheranlc.org 

2017 COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Ken Truax, Council Pres. 

Glenn Kuehn, Vice Pres. 

Eric Sletten, Secretary 

Lee Beatty 

Jim Benzie 

Carl Hagle 

Kris Hanson 

Tre Hooks 

Marlin Schmidt 

George Timmerman 

Rev. Paul Carlson, Interim Pastor 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer  

Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary 

Seth Zamora, Music 

Pam Crume, Office Manager 

Jonathan Crume, Sexton 

How To Find Us: 
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north 

of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70) 

and Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/

Main St. exit, turn west to first stop light, turn 

north one block.   

Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org 
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
trinitylutheranlc 

SUNDAY  

WORSHIP 

9:00 am 
   

SUNDAY  

SCHOOL 

10:40 am 

Celebrations                     

Members celebrating an anniversary: 

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary! 

Members celebrating a birthday: 

Danial & Patti Risk 3/26/1993 

Lynne Brandt 3/04 

Emily Lucy 3/04 

Tamara Bryan 3/12 

Tre Hooks 3/16 

Stella Jones 3/17 

Jean May 3/18 

Kelly Penc 3/20 

Brady Dannhaus 3/20 

Kathy Lohr 3/21 

Al Nunez 3/23 

June Bauer 3/25 

Carol McCandless 3/26 




