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View From the Pulpit 

2016 

Epiphany is, of course, all about the 

light.  
 

We celebrated Christmas with candles 

and twinkling bulbs and stars shining 

through the night. The longest night of 

the year has begun giving way to more 

daylight each day. "Bleak mid-winter" may not quite be done yet, 

but we have hints all around that the world will not be cold and dark 

forever. 
 

Isaiah says to "lift up your eyes and look.” It is a call to see with 

spiritual eyes just how much God really is doing, even in the midst 

of a broken, sinful world that still lives primarily in the dark. A little 

light goes a very long way in the dark; our prayers are for God's 

light to shine on us and through us. The world could use some 

more of that "little light of mine!”—as we teach our children to sing!  
 

We are reminded just "why" the child of light has come into the 

world by Psalm 72: "May he defend the cause of the poor of                

the people, give deliverance to the needy, and crush the                     

oppressor.... For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor 

and those who have no helper." 
  

So for all of us called to bear the light of God for the world in our 

Baptism, do we really have an excuse for not acting as our Lord 

did? I am not responsible for other people’s actions or choices, but 

I am responsible for what I do with the "light" and the blessing of 

the gospel.  
 

St. Paul reminds us that the working of God in the hearts and lives 

of God's people is still a considerable mystery. So during this    

season of light, of the Epiphany, I encourage you to take a little 

time to dwell on the mystery—what is it about 

the Good News who is Jesus the Christ, that 

still mystifies you? What stirs a bit of wonder 

in your own heart? What puzzles you as you 

think about it? What is it that you do not yet 

know about God? 

                                                                           Continued on page 2, 
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From the Pulpit, continued from page 1, 
 

Epiphany is indeed about light and is                 

characterized by The "Wise Men" who journey 

from the East by following the star. Despite 

Herod's best efforts, they do find their way to 

the child, Jesus, and discover great joy—

overwhelming joy, in fact!  When are the times 

you can remember being so joyful that you were 

overwhelmed by it? 
 

These Wise Men aren't Jewish, nor do they      

likely fit anyone's definition of a Christian. But 

their response is instructive. They came a very 

long way and when they met this child—they 

knelt and offered him precious treasures. Do we 

respond the same, with our time, talents and 

tithes? 
 

Like the bumper sticker says, "Wise Men Still 

Seek Him!" 
 

May this season be your Epiphany of light and 

joy as you seek to do “God’s work. Our Hands.”  

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 

follows me will have the light of life.” We are    

reminded also “Let your light so shine before 

others that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in Heaven.”  
 

We pray, “Rejoicing in this new year of grace, 

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the               

dignity of human nature and yet more                  

wonderfully restored it.  In your mercy, let us 

share the divine life of the one who came to 

share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the            

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.” 

Go in peace 2015! Go in 

peace and Happy New 

Year to you all in 2016! 

My love to you in Christ, 

 

 
 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church  

2016 Council Candidates 
 

The following are candidates for our Church  

Council. You will be voting on these candidates at 

the Jan. 17th Annual Membership Meeting. 

You don’t know these people? Chances are they 

may not know you either. Go up to them and          

introduce yourself, tell them how long you’ve been 

a member at Trinity and what your interests are 

and what you like about being a member at our 

Church. 

Tre (Keith) Hooks 

   

 

George Timmerman 

   

 

Carl Hagle 

    

 

Marlin Schmidt 

   

 

Larry Holzerland 

 

Christmas Cookie Ministry 2015 
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 Fellowship Committee News 
We are busy Making plans for 

2016, and we are starting it off 

with a Hawaiian Luau on Saturday, 

Jan. 30th.  So mark your calendars 

– there will be more information in 

early January. ALOHA! 
 

There is a sign-up sheet by the coffee pot for          

Sunday treats.  Please help us out by buying or 

baking something for our Fellowship time after 

Sunday Worship.  An alternative is to put a           

donation in the basket by the coffee pot.  
 

“Jan’s Lending Library” is getting full –Don’t forget 

to check out the good books and magazines on 

the cart.  There is a good selection and I am sure 

you will something you would enjoy reading.  
 

A big thank you to Bob Barnett who has been 

playing the organ during Fellowship Hour, it puts 

everyone in a joyous mood. 
 

We meet the 2nd Thurs. each month at 10 am. 

Tama Garski, 405-1018, rtg1965@yahoo.com 

Santa Clause came to our Food         

Pantry on December 15th and           

greeted all the families and children 

who came for food that day. The 

kids (whether present or not)         

received candy canes and a 

Christmas booklet. Both of these 

things happened due to the thoughtfulness and 

generosity of Ann Steinhoff (I believe she knows 

Santa personally).  

We were so fortunate this year to help hundreds 

(actually it was well over 1,000)  families with 

food. We never had to turn anyone away           

because we ran out of food although there were 

occasions when it came close. I will have exact 

numbers of families, amount of food purchased 

and handed out and the cost of this ministry at 

the first part of the year.  

Your generosity in funding and volunteering your 

services has been overwhelming to me and to 

the families coming for assistance 

as their lives have been changed         

because of your kindness. Thanks 

again to everyone. ~Ken  

"A generous man will himself be blessed, for he  
shares his food with the poor"  
(Proverbs 22:9, NIV) 

Food Pantry 

If your name, birthdate, or  anniversary is listed incorrectly in the Crossbeams 

Celebrations section, please provide the CORRECT information by submitting it to 

the Office manager so that it can be corrected in the database. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

JANUARY 17, 2015  
 

The annual meeting will be held            

directly after church in the sanctuary 

on Jan. 17, 2016. Among the business 

to be decided will be the 2016 budget, 

election of council members and synod 

delegates, and any call committee           

action needed. Please plan to come. 

This will be an important meeting and 

we hope everyone will be able to             

attend. There will be a brief council 

meeting after to elect 2016 officers  

for the council. 
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In the Narthex, you will find the          

November financial reports that 

were presented to council at their 

Dec. 15th meeting. November’s           

report saw us with a positive          

balance between contributions and 

expenses and lessened our year to date deficit to 

a little more than 2,000.   
 

Thank you to those who stepped up their pledges 

and contributions.  However, unless we continue 

with increased giving, we will see a different       

picture in December.  December is the month of 

spending.  Our deficit will grow because we will 

be making our 2nd half ELCA benevolence          

payment and a 3rd payroll run.  Since we pay our 

employees bi-weekly, the church has a payroll 

paying on Jan. 1st.  Since this is a holiday, it is 

posted on Dec, 31st, thus impacting the 2015 

budget.  I am hoping to end the year with a           

deficit of $7-8,000 which is a little better than in 

years past, but still troubling. If you have any 

questions, please get with me at your               

convenience.  Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer 

EVANGELISM 
 

Thank you for all the donated 

cards. I am presently organiz-

ing them by occasion so that  

we can easily match a card 

with its chosen recipient. As you continue to 

purge your desks, drawers, and cupboards, we 

are continuing to accept them. There is a box in 

the Narthex to collect the cards.   
 

We are still in need of volunteers to help send out 

the cards.  If you would like to be part of this        

activity, please sign-up on the sheet you’ll find 

beside the card collection box.  It would only take 

a few minutes of your time once a month to send 

out greetings to a few members and friends to let 

them know they are in our thoughts and prayers.  
 

We sent out Thanksgiving cards to our shut-ins 

and some of the individuals on our prayer list 

that I could locate an address for. Christmas 

cards are being mailed as well. If you haven’t  

already, please provide Marlene Nunez with an 

address of people you added to our prayer list so 

we can include them in our card ministry.   
  

Thanks for your generosity!  

Blessings, Ann Steinhoff 

Money Is Everything! 

Money plays a major role in our personalities…  

The way money exerts these enormous influ-

ences in our lives is determined less by how 

much of it we have than by the philosophy we 

have adopted regarding money.  That personal 

philosophy determines how we think and behave 

regarding money, and tends to fall into one of 

four general patterns: 

1. Some people insist that money is not          

important. ‘Money does not buy happiness,’ 

they  often say. 

2. Other people insist that money is the most 

important thing in life. “Money is not the key 

 to happiness,” they say, ‘but if you have 

enough of it, you can have a key made!’ 

3. Still other people say that life is like two lanes 

of traffic. ‘Money is important in the  material 

lane but not in the spiritual lane,’ they seem 

to say.  ‘To connect with God, you move to the 

spiritual lane—you pray. To be in touch with 

the real world, you move to the material 

lane—you run in the rat race, trying to make a 

buck.’ 

4. Jesus held a fourth view. Jesus said that           

money is everything—not in the usual sense of 

 that term but in the spiritual sense. Jesus did 

not divide reality into two parts—the  material 

and the spiritual. He said that the way we 

think and behave with regard to money          

impacts us both physically and spiritually.            

Its use and misuse affect our relationship 

with God and the quality of our life. ‘For 

Where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also,’ Jesus said (Luke 12:34), illustrating 

his point with a story about a rich man who 

tried to achieve a quality life by building more 

barns to hold his wealth. The  punch line says, 

‘So it is with those who store up treasures for 

themselves but are not rich toward God’ (Luke 

12:21). Credited to “[Money 

Is/Isn’t Everything” by Herb 

Miller, 1999 

Which of those four views describes 

your philosophy of money?  

STEWARDSHIP 
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Exciting challenges await us. We will shortly 

begin the search for a new pastor. We are           

grateful to Pastor Jerry for his service and wish 

him well in his new call in Kansas. So with God’s 

grace we start each day anew with new                

opportunities to press ahead towards the goal 

that awaits us in the kingdom of heaven. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Vicki Dannhaus 

ANNUAL REPORT 

from the President 
 

 “I press on toward the goal for the 

prize of the upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus.”—Philippians 3:14 
 

Paul never looked back, but          

always pressed ahead toward the prize that 

awaited him in the kingdom of heaven. We too 

should not look back, but to the future and what 

it holds for us all. We have had a couple of years 

of changes and it is important for us to press on. 

Paul tells us not to focus on yesterday, but to         

direct our attention towards today and tomorrow. 

If we become mired in the past, it is difficult             

for us to avoid woe is me thoughts and even  

more difficult for us to see how we, individually 

and as a congregation, are called to spread the 

gospel and to help those in need as Christ’s            

servants on earth.  
 

We have grown in membership this past year. We 

have closed the gap even more between our 

budget and our spending.  Our balance sheet is 

looking better and better. The new banners have 

enhanced the appearance of our sanctuary.            

We are blessed with a congregation full of            

members who, when asked and sometimes          

without even needing to be asked, step forward 

week after week to help us do those tasks            

needed for us to fulfill our mission. Our council 

members have been dedicated to the mission of 

our congregation. I would especially like to thank 

Barb Thomas for her service as financial secretary 

and Ann Steinhoff for her service as treasurer.  
 

Chris Hanson’s music and Eric Sletten’s choir        

direction have enhanced our worship services. 

Pam is a great office manager and keeps many 

of us on track.  Jonathan has done a great job 

keeping our building looking good.  The children 

are thriving in our Sunday School and Vacation 

Bible School Program thanks to Lorelei Alvarez.  
 

Ellen Fox and her group have done an outstand-

ing job with fellowship activities. The Spring Tea is 

a great success! Our council members have been 

dedicated to the mission of our congregation. All 

our volunteers with Food Pantry have done an ex-

cellent job helping more than 100 families twice 

a month with provisions. 

Border Servant Corps seeks to provide an opportunity for 
volunteers to work for justice, serve their neighbor, and 
walk humbly with their God.  This month, BSC is proud to 
introduce Annie Mrazik, BSC volunteer at the YWCA Sara 
McKnight Transitional Living Center … 
  

Hi there! My name is Annie Mrazik and I am from            

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. I just graduated from Saint   

Joseph's University (SJU) in Philadelphia in May. While my 

parents remain in Harrisburg, my three older siblings live 

in Philadelphia; it was wonderful having them in the same 

city throughout my college experience. 
 

This past January, I took a week-long immersion trip to El 

Paso with SJU through one of BSC's sites, Cristo Rey. I 

learned that El Paso has its unique joys and struggles, 

and those of this particular place struck a chord with me. I 

am beyond excited to be returning to experience and learn 

from all that the border region has to offer and to be    

working with the YWCA Sarah McKnight Transitional Living 

Center and all the wonderful people involved with it. 
 

My hopes for the year include: really becoming familiar 

with the city of El Paso, trying new things (i.e. cooking a 

meal that includes more than one food group), genuinely 

getting to know those whom I encounter, and consciously 

living with the awesome tenets around which BSC has 

built itself (community, simplicity, social justice, and        

spirituality). I am also an avid basketballer and book-

reader, so if you know of any teams or clubs that are look-

ing for new members, you can find me in Casa de Paz! 
 

Looking forward to the coming year – Annie 
 

We thank you for all of the ways you support Border Serv-

ant Corps!  If you have any questions or would like to be-

come more involved with BSC, please contact us at in-

fo@borderservantcorps.org or (575) 522-7119 Ext. 16.  

Do justice. Love kindness. Walk humbly. 
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A Poem By Carl Hagle 

THINGS SEEM EXTREMELY HECTIC THIS TIME 
OF YEAR OUR THOUGHTS ARE FILLED WITH 
BRINGING CHEER 

TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY WITH GIFTS AND 
MORE SEEMS SPENDING WILDLY BECOMES 
OUR CHORE 

WE LISTEN TO MUSIC TO HELP WITH OUR 
MOOD THINKING JOY WILL COME TO US, WE 
WILL FEEL GOOD 

YEAR AFTER YEAR WE  REPEAT  WHAT WAS 
DONE IN THE PAST BUYING GIFTS FROM        
RETAILERS WITH SALES THAT WON’T LAST 

OUR CARES SEEM TO FADE AS WE GET  
CLOSER TO THE DAY WHERE NOTHING WILL 
DETER,  WE SEEM TO FIND OUR WAY 

TO WHAT SEEMS A JOYOUS OCCASION AND 
THINGS SEEM CLEAR OUR MINDS FILLED 
WITH THOUGHTS OF THINGS WE HOLD 
DEAR 

BUT WHY ARE WE HAPPY, DO WE REALLY           
BELIEVE ARE WE REMEMBERING THE EVENT, 
THAT WONDERFUL REPRIEVE 

BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE BIRTH,  ONE TO  
CARRY THE LOAD GIVE US HOPE AND           
SALVATION TAKE US DOWN A NEW ROAD 

TO BE JOYFUL AND SHARE THE MEANING OF 
THAT BIRTH IN A WORLD OF GIFT GIVING 
WHAT IS THAT WORTH 

BELIEF IS A WONDERFUL GIFT AND WE NEED 
TO SHARE WITH PEOPLE ALL OVER LETS 
SHOW THEM WE CARE 

BELIEVING IN CHRIST AND SHARING THAT 
GREAT GIFT MAKES THE WORLD A BETTER 
PLACE GIVES US A LIFT 

TO YOU MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS I WISH 
YOU MUCH PEACE WE ARE LOVED BY OUR 
CREATOR SALVATION WE CAN REACH 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Building and Grounds committee meeting has ben moved to 
January 11th at 6:00 pm.  
 

The Choir's first rehearsal for 2016 is scheduled for 7:45 am on 
January 10th. 
 

Barb Thomas resigned as Financial Secretary as of Jan 31, 2016.  
We want to thank Barb for her outstanding work in this position.  
If you are searching for an opportunity to be of service to your 
congregation, this may be the job for you. Barb will train her 
successor. If you are interested in applying for this  position get 
in touch with Vicki Dannhaus at vdannhaus@hotmail.com or Ann 
Steinhoff at atsteinhof@msn.com  
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Please remember these family and friends in our prayers for wholeness           

and healing:  Cynthia Griffee Antone, June Bauer, Berglund family, Johnathon 

Briggs & family, Lynn Brandt,  Judie Bryan, Araceli Cabala, Landon Chavez,  

Russell Clayshulte, Al Davis, Wilba Duggan, Charley Engelking, Jorge & Irene 

Esaynder, Debbie Fisher, Jim Fahrbach, Pauline Farmer, Ron Gall, Bruce 

Gissel, Philip Gramber, Colby Harper, Ralph Heisman, Glenn Helmstetter, 

Yolanda Hernandez, Christy Hileman, Pastor John Hundt, Ted Jones, Juanita Kiss, 

Kuhnigk family, Krissy Lerdal, Kerri MacPherson, Anne Miller, Adeline Nowodworski, 

Shelley Patterson, Richard Penc, Wendy Phelps, Sylvia Schueppert, Rick Shreffler,           

Richard Shockney, Sam Smith, Elaine Szalay, Joel Shelton, Ray Vallejo, Eric Wiesner, 

Kathy Worden, Erica Young and Jann K. 

CROSSBEAMS 

The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office             

Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
 

If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail it to 

the office by the 25th of the month at tlcsec@trinitylutheranlc.org. Information 

for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than Wednesday of each 

week.   
 

Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.  

Please let the office know if there are changes/additions needed to prayer requests. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

Tr in i t y  Lutheran Church is  

an ELCA Congregat ion.  

We are a  community  g iven 

l i fe  by  God to :  
 

 GATHER people to faith in the 

forgiving and transforming 

“Presence of God” 

 EQUIP people for a dynamic       

role in the “Body of Christ” 

 SEND people into the world, 

driven by the Spirit, to “Share  

the Grace” of our living God 

2900 Elks Drive 

Las Cruces, NM  88005 

575-523-4232 

tlcsec@trinitylutheranlc.org 

www.trinitylutheranlc.org 

COUNCIL OFFICERS 

Vicki Dannhaus, Council Pres. 

Richard Rakoff, Secretary 

Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer 
 

STAFF 

Rev. Jerry L. Reynolds, Pastor 

Kris Hanson, Music Director 

Pam Crume, Office Manager 

Lorelei Alvarez, SS Superintendent 

Shannon Seeley, Childcare Asst. 

Jonathan Crume, Sexton 

Eric Sletten, Choir Director 

How To Find Us: 
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north of 

the intersection at North Main St. (US 70) and 

Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/Main St. 

exit, turn west to first stop light, turn north one 

block.   

Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org 
Email: tlcsec@trinitylutheranlc.org 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranlc 

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary! 

Celebrations                     

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:00 am 

 

  SUNDAY SCHOOL 
10:30 am 

 

ADULT SUNDAY 

SCHOOL  
10:30 am 

Members celebrating an anniversary: 

Members celebrating a birthday: 

Maria Dupre 1/04 

Emilie Steinhoff 1/04 

Charles Ridley 1/04 

Lorelei Alvarez 1/11 

Lynn Ernst 1/11 

Eric Sletten 1/12 

Teresa Sletten 1/12 

Sid Graft 1/13 

Bill Boyd 1/15 

Alia Hussain 1/21 

Rozzie Lucy 1/24 

Ron Gall 1/31 

Bill Lohr 1/31 

Toni Lindstedt 1/31 

Joe & Lorelei Alvarez 1/20/2007 

Rich & Ruth Rakoff 1/25/1969 






