AUGUST
2018
JOURNEYS WITH JESUS AND PASTORS CHRISTA & WAYNE
The “God’s Work our Hands” Committee and the leaders of our church are in
the discernment about a ministry opportunity called: Project Oak Tree. In this
month’s pastor’s page, I would like to describe a little about the project, its
history and some of the tasks and responsibilities we would take up – if we
were to become involved.
General History and Description:
Project Oak Tree is an undertaking of the Catholic Church which houses legal
immigrant refugees or asylum seekers from Central America through three
Dona Ana County Churches (El Calvario Methodist Church, Cathedral of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, St. Anthony Catholic Church (Anthony)). It has
operated since 2014, at the request of the Immigration Customs Enforcement
(ICE) to assist legal refugees who are being released from custody into the El
Paso community, to transition to family living in the United States.
Asylum seekers, who must wear ankle bracelets, are released in their family
units to travel to “receiving families.” The Oak Tree Project Coordinator states
that “they release anywhere from 40 to 100 immigrants a day, Monday
through Friday...They are released on their own recognizance. But they’re still
given an ICE office to report to and still must go through the proceedings,
which, from which I can understand can last up to a year or more.”

Project Oak Tree Update
At our July 24th meeting, the council
voted to endorse our church’s
participation in Project Oak Tree.
On Sunday, August 19th immediately
following worship, there will be a brief
presentation on Project Oak Tree and
a question and answer period!

Local Las Cruces Church Involvement:
The two Las Cruces churches receive asylum seekers on Tuesday and Thursdays
(between 3:30 and 5:30 PM). These churches carry on a variety of tasks, from
providing food, shelter, and clothing to coordinating refugee trips to their
destinations. Since local churches serve as, kind of, transition hospitality
centers, the goal is to limit asylum seekers stay for 24 hours.
Trinity Lutheran Church Involvement:
Trinity Lutheran Church is considering assisting Project Oak Tree in providing
very similar services, if not identical to EL Calvario Methodist and the
Immaculate Heart Cathedral.
Representatives from the “God’s Work Our Hands” Committee met with the
local Catholic Diocese Project Director, Deacon Lonnie Briscano, who
described Project Oak Tree and the numerous tasks to be done. We also
visited El Calvario Methodist Church, on a Tuesday afternoon, talked with
the local leaders and volunteers observing the simple meal they served,
experiencing their kindness and caring for the refugee families who arrived by
bus in the afternoon. We learned that we could:
Continued on page 2
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Journeys With Jesus…continued from page 1

 Decide to join either the Tuesday group (El Cavario
Methodist) or the Thursday group (Immaculate
Conception Cathedral). We initially thought that the

Tuesday group would be a better day for us. We could
join the Methodist church in providing a meal and
then bring the families to our church.

 Begin with two families (about 4-6 people usually)
once or twice a month. We could decide if we would

host: a) fathers and their teenage sons; b) mothers
with their children; c) mothers and fathers with their
children.

 Provide individual cots and sleeping arrangements in
the corner of our fellowship hall. TLC would purchase

(or find somewhere) 6 cots.

 Paper products: plates, bowls, utensils, napkins,
coffee cups cold cups
 Diapers (small ones if we host mothers with babies)
and wipes
 Luggage
 Toys, stuffed animals, Spanish Bibles & children’s
books
Pastor Christa and I, along with the several members of
our TLC GODS WORK OUR HANDS” Ministry team, see
this as not only an opportunity to have a brief face to
face relationship with a legal refugee and their family,
but to hear their stories, and to grow in love and further
knowledge of this very complex situation.

 Provide a simple breakfast, lunch and possibly dinner
the following day.
 Volunteers would need to have a background check
($24?)
Volunteers would be needed in the following areas:
 Meal preparation and clean up
 Weekly setup and takedown of cots
 Clothing bank (providing clothes for family members)
– We were told that there lots of used clothes

From Dorothy Day, co-founder
of the Catholic Worker:

available presently that we have access to

 Two overnight volunteers (male and female)
 Janitorial services
 Travel arrangements (we would need a Spanish
speaking individual who will communicate with
“receiving families,” receive money, and make travel
arrangements (usually by bus, sometimes by air) for
refugees to travel.
 Transportation to bus station (or airport)
 Washing of bedding (blanket, pillows, sheets) and
towels.
 Playing with children during the day
 Project leaders
Donations of the following items would be needed:
 Groceries: chicken, beans, rice, eggs, tortillas,
potatoes, coffee, drink mix, creamer, sugar, spices
 Toiletries and towels
 Gently used clothes for all ages and gender (we
have access to these clothes, but we would need
volunteers to sort and retrieve these).
 Underwear for women, men and children.
 Monetary donations
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Worship Committee Meeting Summary
The Worship Committee met Thursday, July 12th at 5:30 pm.
We will continue using setting seven until August 26th, Rally
Sunday. Communion to the homebound by volunteers will start in
the fall.
The committee is looking over a funeral planning draft.
Pastors will be on vacation the first two weeks of August with
supply pastors filling in.
Barb Thomas is in need of liturgical assistants. Please contact
Barb if you can help.
Pastor Wayne and Seth Zamora will do a training session
August 19th after church for this. Seth will also do a music workshop after church on both August 5th and 12th.
Eldon Heiden will continue to help with ushers
until a new coordinator can be found.
It was suggested we have a
guest musician once a month
that Seth would set up.
The next meeting will be Thursday,
Sept. 6th at 5:30 pm.

Fellowship Committee News
SAVE THE DATE

Get your grass skirts, Mumu’s, Hawaiian shirts and
lei’s out and join us for a Hawaiian Luau on
Saturday, September 15th. Tickets will be available
soon: Adults - $7.00, Children $3.00. There will
be a Hula Hoop demonstration, a men’s hula
contest and ukulele entertainment. You don’t want
to miss this event!

“Jan’s Lending Library is getting full–Don’t forget to
check out the good books and magazines on the
cart. There is a good selection and I am sure you
will find something you would enjoy reading.
We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at
10:00. We would love to see some new faces and
new ideas at our meetings!
Tama Garski, 405-1018
rtg1965@yahoo.com

Susanne Timmerman, Committee Secretary

Our Sunday, August 5th and 12th Supply Pastors
Aug. 5: The Rev. Ron Brooker, retired ELCA pastor, grew up in Columbus,
OH. Ron graduated from Capital University in 1967 and Evangelical Lutheran Theological Seminary in 1976 (now Trinity Lutheran Seminary as of
1978) and he was ordained on Dec. 5th of 1976. He served at three parishes; Central /South IL Synod and North St. Louis County. He retired from the roster in 2005. He also worked as a social worker
for the state of MO for 5 years.
Ron retired to Las Cruces in December of 2011. His schedule is full as he is actively involved with volunteer work at Big
Brothers/Big Sisters, the Branigan Library, the Fountain Theater, Singing Out Las Cruces and at several border area
churches as a supply pastor. Ron has four living children, 6 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren.
Aug. 12: The Rev. David W. Schreuder is an ordained minister in the Reformed Church in America (RCA). Originally from
Kalamazoo, Michigan, Dave graduated (B.S. History) from Northwestern College in Orange City, Iowa; from Western
Michigan University (M.A. History) in Kalamazoo, Michigan; and from Western Theological Seminary (M.Div.) in Holland,
Michigan.
Dave served two congregations in Michigan; as minister for single adults at the Crystal Cathedral in Garden Grove,
California; and as a U.S. Army chaplain at Fort Hood, Texas. He then became director for general synod operations at the
RCA denomination headquarters in New York City. His final position before retirement was serving as executive director
for a special education program for Kern County Superintendent of Schools in Bakersfield, California to help children
and adults with severe physical disabilities acquire increased independence to sit, stand and walk.
Dave retired in 2013 and moved to Las Cruces in 2015.
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Evangelism Team News
Meet more of our New Members!
This month we’ll get to know Kira Leon, Katherine Murray, and Eric Nieminen:
Kira Leon is Judie Bryan’s granddaughter. She was baptized on 3/3/2002
at Trinity and reaffirmed her baptism [was confirmed] early in the morning
at the Easter Sunrise service this year 4/1/2018. Judie is Kira’s link to
Trinity, providing her with transportation and support for youth activities.
Kira is thrilled to have graduated from Onate in May. She plans to take a
year off from school, get a job, and then begin training for career in
automotive body work at a school in Arizona. In addition to being very tech
savvy, Kira is a musician: she has played the flute every year since middle
school in marching band. She is a loving big sister, taking care of and
watching over her 11-year old sister Melanie.
At the end of June, Kira was one of the two TLC youth who went to the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston. If you were in
church on July 15th, you heard Kira and Haley Baker speak about their profound experiences there and reminding us all of
God’s promise whatever our circumstances – There’s Grace for That!
Kira and Haley have been friends since they were three years old – and it’s all because of God’s grace through Trinity
Lutheran Church - they met in Sunday School here at the church! They will both be helping with our summer VBS, and with
the Fall 2018 Sunday School program.
Katherine Murray first visited Trinity at the funeral of her brother-in-law’s father, Arnold Nelson. At that
point, she said that she fell in love with us and felt comfortable here. She was born in California,
baptized there as an infant, and lived in Deming until moving to Las Cruces about 20 years ago. She has
held a wide variety of jobs (sometimes 2 at once): motel desk, cashier, waitress, beautician, bartender,
and most recently, data analysis on rocket launches for Raytheon for 17 years. About the later, she noted
that engineers can be “quirky.” Along the way, she went back to school and earned her associates
degree in secretarial administration. Her two daughters live in town; one daughter and her son are
temporarily living with her, so she gets to see her grandson George every day. What does she do in her
spare time? Drawing, painting, and reading are her leisure hobbies.
Eric Nieminen, the youngest son of our pastors, has lived a life full of travel. He was born in the
Central African Republic, baptized there, and moved to Ames, Iowa at age 3. His time abroad in
Hong Kong was a great experience for him, living in such a cosmopolitan city with so many
different cultures. Upon returning to the United States, he attended the University of Wisconsin
at Oshkosh and North Park University in Chicago, where he earned his elementary education
teaching degree. After substituting 2 years in the Chicago public schools, he decided to shift
careers: his interest in technology led him to start an online course of study on web design and
computer coding. He has always been a church-goer in a variety of churches, which is why his
comment that Trinity is the kindest and most welcoming church he has attended is so touching.
When he is not studying, he is hiking the Organs, reading, and trying new restaurants in Las
Cruces (current favorite: Si Senor.)
Next time you see our new members, take a moment to say hi to Kira, Katherine, and Eric. Trinity is blessed to have each
one of you in the congregation, Kira Leon, Katherine Murray, and Eric Nieminen!
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Council Notes
The Church Council met on July 24th
at 6:00 pm. Eight members were in
attendance. The meeting covered
council meeting minutes from the
previous meeting, financial reports,
committee reports, and pastor’s reports. During the
business portion of the meeting a motion was made and
approved to move money from the Memorials fund to the
Music Account. These funds will be used to pay for guest
musicians. A second motion was made to endorse
presenting information on Project Oak Tree to the
congregation at a special meeting to be held in August. A
meeting is planned on September 22nd at 9:00 AM for all
committees to attend to plan their 2019 budget needs.
The next meeting of the Council will be on August 28,
2018 at 6:00PM.
Submitted by Richard Rakoff, Council Secretary

VBS 2018

Check out our website at
www.trinitylutheranlc.org
for more pictures!
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Youth and Education News
Trinity Lutheran Church
of Las Cruces
WEDNESDAY NIGHT
CONFIRMATION PROGRAM
STARTS IN SEPTEMBER 2018
(start date TBA)

Are YOU entering 7th, 8th or 9th grade, or do you have
friends, kids, grandkids, or neighbors who are?

TLC Member Kira Leon doesn't like the spotlight, but can you still
find her in this photo taken during Service Day at the ELCA 2018
Youth Gathering in Houston? Hint: She's nearly in the middle.

VBS 2018
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Wednesday Night (Tentative) Schedule:
 5:30 pm Meal and devotions
 6-7:00 pm BIBLE EXPLORATION (including Luther’s
Small Catechism), Good questions, and creative
interactions including skits, crazy science illustrations, service projects, art and video projects.
We think a good Confirmation program can be one of the
keys to a lively church and a life-long journey of faith.
Members, neighbors, friends, and new participants are
all welcome. Please contact Pastor Christa at
pastorchristalascruces@gmail.com (or just contact either
of the pastors at church or by phone) with your questions,
suggestions, offers of help, or to sign up today! We are
praying for 5-10 youth and 1-2 dependable small group
helpers. We can’t wait to see YOU at our Wednesday night
confirmation workshops!
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Stewardship Message

God’s Work. Our Hands.
Ministry Team

My first memory of church stewardship goes back to my childhood,
sitting in church with my family and
watching the offering plate being
passed down the pews every
Sunday. My parents and other
church members dutifully placed their offerings in the
plate and passed it along to the ushers. At some time I
remember asking my parents what that was all about.
Their answer was simply that the pastor had to be paid
and the church had to be kept up. For many years that
is how I viewed stewardship.

Clothing Room
Gospel Mission
We gathered enough
socks, shoes, and
underwear to fill four garbage bags! A check for
over $100 was also given to help purchase
additional needs. This will benefit many school
age children. A big thank you for your generosity
and your willingness to help those in need! The
Clothing Room staff sends their many thanks to all
at Trinity Lutheran.

However, today I think of stewardship in a slightly
different light. While salaries and bills still need to be
paid, I see stewardship as part of a greater mission. We
were given a gift when this church was organized and
built. In that gift we were given a place where we are
spiritually nourished. Our cups are filled every Sunday
through the word of God, the sacrament of communion
and fellowship with our church family members.
It is through this mission and the sharing of our gifts
that we continue to open our doors to others and to
share our faith. So as we go forward let us not think of
stewardship as just paying the bills, but providing a
place where all people can come and here the word of
God and be spiritually refreshed.
George Timmerman,
Stewardship Committee Member

Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers for all the hard
work they contributed to make this year’s VBS event,
“God’s Creation”, a resounding success!!

PRAYER
Lord, thou knowest better than I know myself that I am growing older and will someday be old.
Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I must say something on every subject and on every
occasion. Release me from craving to straighten out everybody’s affairs. Make me thoughtful but not
moody; helpful but not bossy. With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity not to use it all —but thou
knowest, Lord, that I want a few friends at the end.
Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me wings to get to the point. Seal my lips
on my aches and pains—they are increasing, and love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the
years go by. I dare not ask grace enough to enjoy the tales of others pain, but help me to endure
them with patience. I dare not ask for improved memory, but for a growing humility and less cocksureness when my
memory seems to clash with the memories of others. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may be mistaken.
Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a saint—some of them are so hard to live with—but a sour, old person is one of
the crowning works of the devil. Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected places and talents in unexpected people,
and give me the grace to tell them so. Amen.
Submitted by Dan Duggan
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A TLC

EVENING AT THE MOVIES!
When: August 27, 2018
(Monday Evening)

Where: Fountain Theater
(2469 Calle de Guadalupe, Mesilla)

Time:

7:30 PM

Note: Doors open 45 minutes before show time!
We would like to invite you to see a
documentary about the children’s television
“personality” Fred Rogers. The documentary has
received outstanding reviews and has been
described as a “balm of empathy and kindness in
these troubled and divisive times.” And we loved
it too! Come join us on Monday evening! And
let’s go and talk about it afterwards over a
beverage or two! Pastors Wayne and Christa
“When

I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, my
mother would say to me, “Look for the helpers. You will always
find people who are helping.” Fred Rogers

We often think of the “Crosses we bear” as painful and
difficult. Certainly Jesus experiences real suffering in
his death on the cross. Yet Christ transformed the cross
from a burden to a blessing. He gave us salvation,
hope, and forgiveness through the cross. We now
proudly display crosses as a sign of victory, not just
defeat.
This retreat will give us a chance to reflect on how we
respond to the crosses in our own lives, and how they
can transform us and give us hope and grace.
Led by Fr. Tom Smith OFM Conv.
Call for registration fees and information:
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THROUGH CHRIST'S LOVE, WE ARE CONNECTED !!!! Our Trinity Lutheran Church tithes, offerings,
prayers, and Bible studies connect us to acts of love all over the world. Check out this video on YouTube
to be inspired by medical mission teams in Tanzania, close to the spot where Dr. Wayne did his research
for Marriage and Family counseling (some years ago!). We're also going to be learning a little bit about
mission in Africa, Europe and Asia in VBS! Pastor Christa

Dear friends in Christ,
As I travel throughout the church, I see the love of Christ being lived out in so many life-giving ways – transforming
communities and creating places of hope that embody God’s grace.
One of these places is Arusha, a bustling city in northern Tanzania. Here we walk alongside our companions at the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania through several ministries, including education and health care. Dr. Stephen and
Jodi Swanson have been serving as ELCA missionaries in this area since 2013, addressing malnourishment and elevating
the quality of neonatal care in Tanzania.
Today, I’d like to share the Swansons’ story with you through our newest ELCA Global Church Sponsorship video, “Walking
in the Footsteps of Jesus, the Great Healer.” It’s my hope that by watching this video, you’ll see the profound ways in
which your gifts are bringing hope andhealing into the lives of so many of our neighbors in Tanzania and throughout the
world.
...Together, we can continue to share God’s love alongside our siblings in Christ in Tanzania and throughout the world.
With gratitude,

Andrew G. Steele
Director, ELCA Global Church Sponsorship

Germany 2020: Study Tour and Oberammergau Passion Play
Pastor Jared from Peace Lutheran Church, Las Cruces is organizing a study tour to Germany in
June 2020. This trip will include the Oberammergau Passion Play, which occurs every 10
years. Because of the popularity of the Oberammergau Passion Play, we are asking people to
reserve their spot for the study tour now. The bulk of the tour will highlight Lutheran
Reformation sites. Don’t miss this chance to dive into Reformation history first hand! If you
are interested in the trip, brochures and more information are available online:
http://peacelutheranlc.com/germany-2020-study-tour/
Or contact Pr. Jared at carsonj@peacelutheranlc.com, 575-522-7119, ext 12.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
2900 Elks Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-523-4232
office@trinitylutheranlc.org
www.trinitylutheranlc.org
George Timmerman, President
Kris Hanson, Vice President
Richard Rakoff, Secretary
Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer
Lee Beatty
Dale Dannhaus
Malinda Dyer
Patti Risk
Mary Sletten
Pastor Christa von Zychlin
Pastor Wayne Nieminen
==================================

Mary Sletten, Finance Secretary
Seth Zamora, Music Director
Lydia Lucero, Nursery Attendant
Pamela Crume, Office Manager

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS
AN ELCA CONGREGATION.
WE ARE A COMMUNITY GIVEN
LIFE BY GOD TO:
GATHER people to faith in the
forgiving and transforming
“Presence of God”
 EQUIP people for a dynamic
role in the “Body of Christ”
 SEND people into the world,
driven by the Spirit, to “Share
the Grace” of our living God


SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:00 am

Please remember these family and friends in our prayers for wholeness and
healing: Tony & Natalie Anthony, Brandon Allen, Rebecca Allen, Steven
Anowlic, June Bauer, June Beck, Lynn Brandt, Jeremy Bryan, Ross Dahmer,
Kenneth Drake, Wilba Duggan, Russell & Ellen Fox, Beatrice Garski, Cheri
Green, Bill Hart, Carla Holzerland, Susie Drumm, Ted & Stella Jones, Dennis
Kelly, Kerri MacPherson, Jim McDonell, Carol McCandless, Anne Miller,
Carolyn Mink, Carmella Myers, Dorothy Nelson, Conrad Picou, Ruth Rakoff, Marleen
Reed, Naomi Schmidt, Miriam Shouman, Mary Sletten, Carrie Snyder, Magdalene von
Zychlin, Maria Warner, Elizabeth & Craig.
Please call the pastors, Marlene Nunez or the church office if there are changes/
additions needed to the prayer requests. We want to care for one another.

CELEBRATIONS
Members celebrating Elden & Bonnie
an anniversary:
Stephen & Kris
John & Mary
Isaac & Jill
Les & Dawn
Jack & Mary Kay
Joe & Sharon
Don & Jean
William & Natalie
Members celebrating
a birthday: Carla Hozerland 8/01
Cindie Shonk
8/05
Aidan Dyer
8/08
Russell Fox
8/08
Bonnie Heiden
8/11
Chris Sexauer 8/12
Beth LeBlanc 8/13

Heiden
Hanson
Sletten
Vigil
MacPherson
Wagoner
Dearing
May
Anthony
Richard
Mary Kay
Marlin
Joe
Natalie
Greg

8/01/1959
8/03/1991
8/05/1972
8/08/2008
8/22/1970
8/24/1963
8/28/1968
8/31/1957
8/31/1988

Rakoff
Wagoner
Schmidt
Dearing
Anthony
Tomlin

8/19
8/26
8/26
8/27
8/29
8/30

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:30 AM

ADULT BIBLE CLASS
10:30 AM
How To Find Us:
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north
of the intersection at North Main St. (US 70)
and Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/
Main St. exit, turn west to first stop light, turn
north one block.
Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org
Email: office@trinitylutheranlc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
trinitylutheranlc
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The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office
Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran
Church in Las Cruces, New Mexico.
If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail
it to the office by the 20th of each month at: office@trinitylutheranlc.org.
Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than
Wednesday of each week.
Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address, email, etc.
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