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View From the Pulpit 

2016 

So let me say it again, this truth: It’s better for you that I 
leave. If I don’t leave, the Friend (Helper/Advocate) won’t 
come. But if I go, I’ll send him to you-John 16:7               
(The Message)  
 

The season of the resurrection is upon us! The 

Alleluia’s are back, we say “Christ is Risen/He is 

Risen indeed” throughout the Easter liturgy and, 

finally, at the end of Easter and the beginning of 

Pentecost, we will celebrate the coming of the 

Holy Spirit to the church for the work of the            

kingdom of God on earth. We have been waiting for this kairos           

moment, this moment of “God’s time” when God breaks into the 

world and into our lives. Read John’s gospel carefully and you will 

see that considerable space is given to the announcement that             

Jesus will leave this world in order to return to us in a new way, the 

indwelling of God’s Spirit within and among us. In fact, Jesus says 

that “if I don’t leave, the Friend/Helper/Advocate will not come.” This 

is the Spirit of God in Christ in whom we live and breathe. 
 

So a bit of church history and theology might help clarify this: there 

was a time in the church, at least in the western European church, 

when the notion of resurrection was applied only to life after death. 

That is not the biblical view in the New Testament. Resurrection is 

happening now and is fulfilled in death. St. Paul likes to say that we 

are growing into the fullness of resurrection. Our bodies are like 

seeds, he says, blossoming into a resurrection body beyond                  

comprehension to us as we live here and now. Believe what you will 

about resurrection, the New Testament is clear that the church of 

Jesus Christ is only possible because of the resurrection. That is what 

all the early documents say. Jesus’ death was a clear ending. He           

indeed leaves the world. The early church experienced him in a new 

way when they encountered him anew as the presence of his Spirit 

in their lives and communities. That is the way we know him now, 

not merely after we die.  
 

That’s why the Greek and other Orthodox traditions in the east          

emphasized the resurrection over the cross. Following St. Paul, they 

taught, and teach, the idea of theosis, becoming like God in Christ. 

Our lives are a movement towards God and deeper union with God 

as we are changed into the image of Christ. This isn’t a sneaky way 

of teaching law or “works righteousness,” but a life of grace and          

intimate relationship with God.  

Continued on page 2 

 SUNDAY  

 WORSHIP 

    9:00 am 
 

  

 

Fellowship Hour     

Following Worship  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

10:30 AM 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL  

10:30 AM 



Page 2  CROSSBEAMS 

You are Invited… 

  …to Serve on an    

        Usher Team! 
 

We currently have 5 usher 

teams...one for each  Sunday 

of the month (1st Sunday Team, 2nd Sunday Team, etc). 

Each team leader determines the schedule with their 

members. Our goal is to have 4 to 6 persons per team so 

each person ushers six or fewer times in the year.    
 

Even though three additional persons recently volunteered 

on their Time/Talent sign-up forms to be an usher, we do 

need more ushers! 
 

We have a useful handout that provides guidelines which 

make the usher responsibilities easy and consistent.  The 

best way to learn the usher duties is to do it!   We schedule 

new persons with an experienced usher so becoming            

involved is easy. 
 

Please talk with Donna Kuehn, usher coordinator,              

at the next worship service or 575-524-2609 or                     

dkuehn1732@comcast.net. 

 Fellowship Committee News 
Thank you for  joining 

us for the potluck 

after Easter Sunday 

worship. We enjoyed 

some great food and 

excellent company! 
 

There is a sign-up sheet by the coffee pot for Sunday treats. 

Please help us out by buying or baking something for our 

Fellowship time after Sunday Worship. 
 

We are looking forward to the new ovens and microwave 

that will be installed in the near future. They will give our 

kitchen a new look and be more convenient. 
 

The Ladies Spring Tea will be on Saturday, May 7th.  Please 

mark your calendars!  Tickets for the tea will be available 

soon, cost of a ticket will be $7.00.  The program this year 

will be Sheri Gaines, a vintage hat collector who will talk 

about the history of hats. There will also be lots of door 

prizes! 
 

“Jan’s Lending Library” is getting full –Don’t forget to 

check out the good books and magazines on the cart.  

There is a good selection and I am sure you will something 

you would enjoy reading.  
 

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00. 

Tama Garski, 405-1018, rtg1965@yahoo.com 

It is the Spirit’s work. We are only to pay              

attention. Something to think about in this           

season of  resurrection.  
 

But enough theology. I want to thank all of you 

again for your warm welcome and many                 

kindnesses to me and my wife, Nancie. She             

will be here from time to time throughout the 

year. Though there is hard work ahead, I am                 

committed to being present to you, learning with 

you, praying with you and growing with you in       

the months ahead. I guarantee I will unintention-

ally make a misstep or two, but I will also try to 

be honest about that and learn from it. Pastors 

are quite human and struggle with human              

emotions as much as anyone else. God’s             

unbounding grace will carry us through,                     

especially when we offer that same grace to one 

another, which is actually a key point of it all.        

I also want to thank all the people I’ve been 

aware of who serve faithfully in so many ways at 

Trinity. From Ken, who put me up in his home or 

perhaps put up with me for a week upon my             

arrival, to the food pantry to the altar guild, the      

Fellowship group to the Sunday School teachers, 

the Council and the keepers of our finances, the 

prayer chain and the worship leaders who read 

and assist and usher and greet-all of you and 

more are to be thanked for your good work. Let 

me add Pam in the office, without whom not 

much would happen around here; Jonathon, who 

meticulously keeps the church clean and who 

takes a special pride in the quality of his work; 

Eric, who is giving of his time to lead the choir 

and work the property issues; Rebecca, who with 

Thomas set up my office computer; Estelle and 

Roger, who played our Easter service before             

returning home for the summer; and, most               

recently, Rosalyn, who has given skilled and            

caring service to our worship from the piano and 

is now enjoying two months in Europe. Finally, 

thanks to those who have agreed to be on the 

Transition Team. They will be a key element in 

our interim process. If you see them, thank them. 

There are more and I will be sure to mention 

them in due time. You can see from all this that 

we are the body of Christ together. That is the 

only way we can serve as the church. And you are 

the church, under God in Christ. Thank you all.  

Blessed Easter,  Pastor Paul, Interim Pastor 

mailto:dkuehn1732@comcast.net
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 LADIES OF LUTHER: The follow-up from 

our Ladies of Luther will be collection 

of cleaning supplies, as well as  

encouraging everyone to take a 

few hours and volunteer at the Gospel Rescue Mission.  I 

have more specifics on the holidays through the year where 

they especially need volunteers, but am not in Las Cruces 

where my notes are.  However, Bob Jeska encouraged          

everyone to just stop by whenever they have a few hours 

and they would be put to work.  Jackie Barnett 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE: "The Worship Committee will 

meet on Wed, April 6 at 6:00 pm.  Anyone who would like 

to join this committee or would just like to find out what is 

happening with worship and music is welcome to attend."  

Mary Sletten 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

Food Pantry: The number of families  

coming to our food pantry have        

increased slightly and we are blessed 

to have plenty of food and paper 

products to give away each day 

that we are open (1st and 3rd 

Tuesdays of each month).  
 

Our main source of food comes through our            

partnership with Road Runner Food Bank out of 

Albuquerque and we also receive donations from 

the Dona Ana County Federated Republican 

Women each month. We have members who 

leave non-perishable items in the Food Pantry 

cart in the Narthex and anonymous donors leave 

bags of grocery items at our door to the church. 

We have friends of our members who give             

monetary donations and recently we were told we 

will be given a grant from Thrivent in April/May. 

Our pantry is a great place to volunteer and 

through this outreach into the community we  

continue to make positive impacts to families 

who can use some assistance through Trinity's 

food donations.  
 

Thank You to everyone who supports this           

ministry ... you are GREAT!!!! Ken 

"A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares  
his food with the poor"   (Proverbs 22:9, NIV) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We had a good month working through the business 

of getting an Intentional Interim Pastor through the 

Rocky Mountain Synod. We were very fortunate to 

have Pastor Paul Carlson called by the synod council 

and his timely arrival during the Lenten season.     
     

Pastor Paul will now lead us through our transition 

period leading up to the call for a permanent Parish 

Pastor to Trinity Lutheran Church. I'm happy to say we 

have a very good council this year with a lot of good 

ideas, willingness to participate and leaders who have 

stepped up to ensure we, Trinity Lutheran Church,  

continue to do God's work.  
 

We have identified a transition team and have met 

with Pastor Paul who will guide them through the         

process.  
 

I would like to thank Al and Marlene Nunez for            

agreeing to be our representatives, along with Pastor 

Paul, at the annual Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly 

to be held in Denver CO in late April.  
 

Ken Truax, Council President 

COUNCIL NEWS 
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Good news!  As we approach the end of 

our first quarter our weekly offerings 

are not only exceeding our expenses, 

but we are more on track with meeting 

our projected giving amount than ever 

before in my time as your church treas-

urer. That shows me that God is at work in our hearts. 
 

We have called our intentional interim pastor and he 

is working hard at getting to know us as not only as a 

congregation but as individuals with strengths to bring 

to the process. Let us keep Trinity and Pastor Paul in 

our prayers as we begin this transition process. 
 

As always you will find a copy of the most recent 

treasurer’s report on the Financial Board in the           

Narthex.  If you have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to ask. 
 

Blessing to you as we enter this  

Easter season, 
 

Ann Steinhoff 

STEWARDSHIP 

The Full Life 
 

The key of the selfish, unregenerate 

person is get. The key word of the 

dedicated Christian should be give.  

The Prodigal Son set off a series of negative events 

destined for failure when he said to his father, 

“`Father, give me the share of property that falls to 

me” (Luke 15:12). 
 

Our Lord’s command was, “Give, and it will be given 

unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken 

together, and running over…’”(Luke 6:38). Yet it was 

more than a command. It was an invitation to          

glorious and abundant living.  If a person gets his  

attitude toward money straight, it will help straighten 

out almost every other area of his life. Taken from:           
Select Stewardship Sermons, Billy Graham 



CROSSBEAMS Page 5  

Learn more about Diocesan Migrant &          

Refugee Services!  BSC volunteers host 

one Community Night at/about their         

service sites throughout the service 

year on the first Monday of each month.   

Includes a potluck meal, educational/

experiential learning, and reflection!   
 

Everyone is invited to attend to learn more about                   

organizations in the region! 

April Open House 

Date: Monday, April 4th  

Time: 6:30-8:30pm 

Service Site: Diocesan Migrant & Refugee Services 

(2400 E Yandell Dr, El Paso, TX 79903) 

Hosts: Nathaniel Fouch (BSC volunteer) & DMRS staff 

Dinner: Potluck style! Please bring a dish to share!  

RSVP: Please RSVP by Friday, April 1st to  

info@borderservantcorps.org in order for BSC to have 

enough materials for everyone! 
 

Border Servant Corps seeks to provide an opportunity for 

volunteers to work for justice, serve their neighbor, and 

walk humbly with their God.  This month, BSC is proud to 

share a reflection from Karla Fernandez, BSC volunteer at 

ACLU-NM Regional Center for Border Rights…  
 

WoW! What a ride. Eight months into 

my experience with Border Servant 

Corps, the land and the people of la              

frontera, and The ACLU Regional            

Center for Border Rights and I am a 

changed woman. While I expect and 

welcome transformation in every expe-

rience and transaction that the world 

shares with me, making the transition from Philly and          

settling into this community has opened me to a stream of 

new stimuli that seems to constantly recondition my mind, 

my spirit, and my heart.   
 

The Land of Enchantment and those who live in and fre-

quent it, have been as magical in my experience as the 

backdrop of the Organ Mountains in the brilliant New Mexi-

co Sun. The magic of Las Cruces and my experience in ser-

vice and in community here have brought me to contem-

plate essential questions about myself and how I see the 

world, all of which are fundamental to the evolution of my 

character. This place, and the relationships I’ve made, has 

brought me to a new spiritual ground where I have opted 

into digging roots into beauty amidst the disorder of our 

world. I am honored to live in a sacred land, who’s energy is 

as full of struggle as it is healing, and who’s traditions are 

as deep as they are manifold.  

In my community I gain compassion -  

learning to accept what is and what is 

not, working to refrain from projecting            

judgment on people or experiences to           

reflect my own expectations and          

desires. I have learned to practice giving 

it, and have been blessed to receive it, growing everyday 

to appreciate and model those who grant it and embody 

its qualities of unconditional love more wholly.  
 

In my work I gain resilience, 

learning to appreciate the 

balance between practicality 

and idealism, treasuring my 

team who work strategically 

to create measurable change 

while maintaining a vision of 

a world where everyone is able to live freely, safely, and 

with dignity. 
 

In my daily experiences and my relationships I gain           

wisdom. I learn patience, integrity and intentionality and 

have become more open to the complexities of the world 

through the people who stimulate me to grow within it. 

Everyday I evolve, understanding that our evolution is tied 

together in the hope for a better tomorrow. From New 

Mexico all across the world, the revolution endures 

through us all. 
 

We thank you for all of the ways you support Border           

Servant Corps!  If you have any questions or would like to 

become more involved with BSC, please contact us at 

info@borderservantcorps.org or (575) 522-7119 Ext. 16.  

Do justice. Love kindness. Walk humbly. 
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Please remember these family and friends in our prayers for wholeness           

and healing:  Cynthia Griffee Antone, June Bauer, Lupe Bernal, Lynn Brandt, 

Judie Bryan, Landon Chavez, Russell Clayshulte, Jayne & Jim Cook, Al Davis, 

Wilba Duggan, Jorge & Irene Esaynder, Jim Fahrbach, Debbie Fisher, Delores 

Fleming, Ron Gall, Philip Gramber, Glenn Helmstetter, Yolanda Hernandez, 

Christy Hileman, Ted Jones, Jann K., Juanita Kiss, Krissy Lerdal, Hannalore 

Maddox, Kerri MacPherson, Anne Miller, Adeline Nowodworski, Andy Patterson, Shelley 

Patterson, Richard & Kelly Penc, Ruth Powell, Sylvia Schueppert, Joel Shelton, Rick 

Shreffler, Richard Shockney, Janet Smith, Karen Smith, Gary Williams, Kathy Worden, 

Cindy Zediker. 

Prayers for our Military Families: Chris Brown, RAF Mildenhall, UK,  Edward Fongeallaz. 

CROSSBEAMS 

The editor of the Crossbeams newsletter is Pamela Crume, TLC Office              

Manager. The Crossbeams is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran  

Church, Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
 

If you would like to submit information for the newsletter, please e-mail  

it to the office by the 25th of the month at tlcsec@trinitylutheranlc.org.  

Information for the Sunday bulletin must be submitted no later than  

Wednesday of each week.   
 

Please notify the office manager if you have any changes to your address,  

email, etc.  

Please let the office know if there are changes/additions needed to prayer requests. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

Tr in i t y  Lutheran Church is  

an ELCA Congregat ion.  

We are a  community  g iven 

l i fe  by  God to :  
 

 GATHER people to faith in the 

forgiving and transforming 

“Presence of God” 

 EQUIP people for a dynamic       

role in the “Body of Christ” 

 SEND people into the world, 

driven by the Spirit, to “Share  

the Grace” of our living God 

2900 Elks Drive 

Las Cruces, NM  88005 

575-523-4232 

tlcsec@trinitylutheranlc.org 

www.trinitylutheranlc.org 

2016 COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Ken Truax, Council Pres. 

Eric Sletten, Vice Pres. 

Richard Rakoff, Secretary 

Ann Steinhoff, Treasurer 

Ellen Fox 

Carl Hagle 

Tre Hooks 

Bill  Lohr 

Marlin Schmidt 

George Timmerman 

Rev. Paul Carlson, Interim Pastor 

Pam Crume, Office Manager 

Jonathan Crume, Sexton 

How To Find Us: 
We are located at 2900 Elks Drive, just north of 

the intersection at North Main St. (US 70) and 

Elks Drive. From I-25 take the US 70/Main St. 

exit, turn west to first stop light, turn north one 

block.   

Web Site: www.trinitylutheranlc.org 
Email: tlcsec@trinitylutheranlc.org 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranlc 

Please let us know if we inadvertently missed your birthday or anniversary! 

Celebrations                     

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:00 am 

 

  SUNDAY SCHOOL 
10:30 am 

 

ADULT SUNDAY 

SCHOOL  
10:30 am 

Members celebrating an anniversary: 

Members celebrating a birthday: Ted  Jones 4/01 

Danial  Risk 4/07 

Susanne  Timmerman 4/08 

Larry  Holzerland 4/13 

Jessica  Sletten 4/13 

Glenn  Kuehn 4/13 

Emerald  Heggen 4/18 

Kathleen  Kershaw 4/19 

Eddie  Hussain 4/20 

Patti  Risk 4/21 

Leah  Chan 4/29 

Ron & Beth LeBlanc  Shirkey 4/03/2005 

Dan & Mary  Cosper 4/14/1969 


